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FO REW O RD

I am very pleased to preseni this Comparatioe Volume that forms part of the
series on "Latin American Women in Numoers". It signals the eomplelion of a vast
proccss of dala col/eclion dealing lOilh eight differenl subjeels on ihe situation of Latin
American uxnnen. For the firsl lime a syslematic and complele panorama o[ ihe uiomen
of this Continent is IIOW available.

The sllldy, conducted by FLACSO in collaboralion ioith lhe Instituto de la
Mujer (Spcin) will fill a void in ierms of infonnalion on the actual situaticn o[ toomen
in the 19 Latin American countries. 1t is thereiore destined to turn intoa vital source of
relerence for al/ organizations. instilutions and people who are commuted lo improoing
the statu« of Latin American toomen.

Through this Comparatioe Yotume, tohich lOill undoubtedly be a t aluabu:
contribution to the Fourth World Conlerence on Women to be held in Beijing this
coming September, the Instituto de la Mujer (Women's Institute, Spain) has achieoed
the aim it set oul to accomplish: to help raise the profile of uiomen in the region and to
make available accurate infonnation on their situation.

The information inciuded in this uotume has, in addition, allowed us to
identifiJ those situat ícn« that Latin American and Spanish uiomen luroe in common.

I wish to express my satisfaction at the warm welcome extended to the
col/eetion by Intemational Organization s, Nmiona! Agencies for Equality, Non 
Gooernmenuü Organizations and academic spheres.

The projecl "uü in American Women in Numbers" is a sizeable initiative in
the [ield of Coopemtion for Deoetopment , an area in tohich Latin Americe coniinues to
be an action priority as far as Spain 's cooperation policy is concerned.

We know tuat cooperation and mutual understanding are eseeniuú to discover
what lOe haue in common and also to exchange informal ion on the differences that form
the basis of uxnuen'« cultural lOealth.

Marina Subirals
Directora

Instituto de la Mujer
Ministerio de Asuntos Socia les de España

Madrid, July, 1995.
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.Hin Amtric.an wce en, COOlput'd Figures is
the final result of the Iirst ~ystematic altempl tu make available an integralpictureof t~ situationof L..ttin
American women. mcompanson lo that ofmen This isa multivaried Ccntinent in terms of ooIors aOO
geographies although il isoossedby paintul polítícal. social. erhníc, cultural .lOO ecooomk conílicts.

w onen's subordiraíe status, I'o'hich has been amplr
díscussed 41 11 wer fhe world andwhkh has been tbereason for wcrren's struggles for el long lime. has its
own peculiar features.lOO deep rcors in LatmAmen<:a. These U f Iinled lo the way in which lhe region
acquired its rurrent conñguntíoo throogh tbe processes involved in lhe conquest, mixing 01 reces, the
colonial times aOO subsequent írdependeece of lhe natiorat States. 'lbe way lhal socíety has forged
d¡fferenl · ways ofbeing" for wcmen ,lOO menaOO ¡he cedes that regulare their relatorsbips, arerooied
in a rombinanon 01 races .' us" ,lOO "lhe others"- the imprint of which detemares the symbolic spaces
and dentíties a-.signe<! lo eecb gender. This game of idermtes courses Ihrough latín American history
and ís made mamfest in the dscnrninanon ard subordination oíwomen .lOO in the diñerent ectíons oí
political ard social protagonismcarried out by women, partícolarly in recent decades.

Latin American .....omen -end their lñestyles- have
undergcne deep chenges In recent limes. These indude tncreesed life expecnncy. reduced average
number ofchildren, improved educationallevels and decreased dltteracy rolles, growing mvolvement in
the labor market, ímproved health índicarorsand the use of modem contraceptives. larger numbers of
womenwhc m heads of households. amongothers. Nevetheless, large dífferences stH! persist fmm one
rountry loanoíher, and in eech country among urban and rural ereas, mal seeors and ethnic groups.
Although nenonal averages sometimes creare tbe image of counmes that resemble European nauons. a
closer look based on tbe Iactors men noned above -and cthers- reveals an image of polaritíes,
heterogeneíty and vast differences among women tbemselves.

So-called ~mod ern i z a tion~ has been an unlOq ual
t'xperit'nct' in latin America. Tht' economic crises t'xperienced in lhe pa~1 decadt'S, parlicuJarly during Iht'
eighties, caused severe damage in thlO diffmnl countrilOS. Governments reacled by making economic
ad justmenls which hlOlped lo exlend indigence, emphasized the differenees between rieh and puar and
molde it necessary to seek neIV ways to survive, a situation in .....hich wumen participa led in large
numbers. Women have had lo replace, to a significanl exlent, Ihe role of the State in the provision of
serviees and have shouldered lllt> cost o/ economic crises by forming organizations and deveJoping new
survival slralegies. On the other hol nd, the emergence of aulhorila rian or dictalorial regimes -with lheir
atlendanl consequences ofinsecurily, repression, dealh and lOxi ll'- affected the overallsocial ol nd politicaJ
situalion and the coI1ective action of women in parlicular. When tht'se regimes were in power, wamen
had to St'a!ch for their relatives and defend human rign l~ Ihereby actively helping to reslore democracy,

lnequality, discrimination, ~invisibility" aOO under
valualion of the contribution molde by women lo m ety are. lherefore, situations lhal still exisl ·wilh
similar ft"cltures- in al! u hn AmerKanrountries. The gender s}"stemprevailing in the region. whieh serves
lo perpetuale existing inequali ties between men and women, is reflected in lhe different indicalors,
IOOeed, as the figures snow, the conlribution made by women loeconomic developml'l11and the diflerenl
spheres alsocial life i<; not equally IefJected ID their presm:t in power spheres, ("o'lOn though there ha...
been a discreetly sustained growth in tneir involvemenl there_Furlher down the social aOO economic
scale. this situalion gets wors.e, aOO lhe same appbes lo thease of indigenous WOInt Tl Discrimination
baSt"d on social class ,lOO I.Ke must therefore beadded lo lradi tional genderdbcriminalion.

Women's access to the labor market is determined
by Ihe segmenla lion wltichde\'elops already in the educational syslem. where St'xist practices are
reproduced . These are an ea rly reinforcernlOnt of socializalion procedu res that relegate women lo
traditional "'femenine~ roles. Betler educalionallt'\-'t'1s among economically acti\'lO women ha\'e not helped

Il
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ro bridge I~e ....'age gap. norhavetbev improved the access o( women lo hígher ranktnR jobs, Rather. the
result of higher qualíücaücns is that differences with mea have become even more subsuntial.
Purthermore, large fema le connngents have jomed IhE' ínformalla bor market. that ís nored for lis
instabihty, low weges and lad o( social secunry.

tndtcators on women's socul and polüícal
partícpaton fail to reflect -in proporton- fbeir growing contribution lo socery. Políucal aOO inslitulional
structures strongly resíst rbe arrival of women. A rareoccurrence is for three women lo be rrembers ot
tbeseme Cabiret, tbe r presenre in Parliamenl excepnonelly amoents to 22.8' (Cuba) erd. 10 tbeJudicial
barch of govemment. in elmost hal! lhe cccnrries. no woman has ever been appomred Minster lo the
Seprerre Coort o( Iusñce.

Political parties 5('('10 lo poSt' a salid barrier for
women's access te represenutive positions and lo govemrrent Only new parües or those undergoing
renewal llave a signíñcam number of women in jeadeship posnions. Asimilar situation prevails in labor
umon related organizatíons.

This may appear lo be a pessimíst¡c outtook .
Nevertheless. it is precsely 10 lhe action of wcmen themseives where progress can be observed. Tbe
establishment ofa collectíve social actorstruggling te eliminare 0111 forrns ofdiscnmination loattain equal
opportonities for women, fighting loovercome poverty and lo have public polcies drewn-up speciñcally
for women. slriving for respect for theír human rights has gradually defmed -year alter year- a politica!
agenda. On the other hand. in lhe framework 01 the action conducted by the Uni ted :-Jalions. almost all
the countries in the región have established a govemment agency or national mechanism Ior the
advancement of women. Wilh the participaticn of ron-govemmental organizations. .....omen's social
organizatcns, prctessionas and experts. and based on a debate with governmenl agencies dedícated lo
women, the countries nave prometed legislative amendments and have implemented programs. many oí
whichexphcitly indude a gender approach and seek lO enhance democracy.

Organized women have gradually penel ralE'd. in
diHerenl ways and degrees. the public debate in lheir corresponding counlries; lney are developing
praclices thal anticip,:¡ te changes lor fu ture generations. AI lhe same lime, lhe prep,:¡ ratory process for lhe
Fourlh World Conference ofWomen (Beijing. 1995) has made il possible lo make significanl headway in
lhe coordination and convergence of groups of women lowards a common proposal as a plalform for
action.

This book offers compared dala on thE' nineleen
countries in lhe region included in lhe projecl HLatin American Women in r\umbersHIhus bringing lo its
culmination lhe series of books published under Ihe samE' titIe. The book is being puNished in English
andSpanish al lhe <;ame lime in time for Ihe Uniled :-Jalions Conference on \\lomen lo beheld in Beijing.

This effort has been possible Ihanks lO the
acceptance, sensitivily aOO spon.''(lrship of Ihe aulooriljes of lhe I n~li tu lo de la Mujer, allached lo lhe
Spanish Minislry of Social Aifairs. Supporl was also provided by the Uniled :'-Jalions Fund for lhe
Ad\'anmnent 01 Women, UNIFEM. !he lalin American chapler o( lhe lIniled ~alions Children's Fund.
U~ ICEF. lhe Canad ian International De\'elopmenl Agency. ClDA. and the Swedish InlemaHonal
Oellelopmenl Auloority, S¡OA

Coordinated by the Facultad Latinoamericana de
Ciencias Sociales (FlACSOI from lis headquarlers in Chile, .lOO wilh lhe involvemenl of a vasl network
of rNarchers (both maleaOO íemalel Ihroughoul the region. lhe resulls oí Ihis projed il rea conlrihution
lo lhe institulioos, organiz.a:tions and individuals interesled in impro1ling lhe slalus oí l..1lin American
womenand. especially. lhal o( women lhernselves and lhe-irorganiulions.

Il
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A
lthough LatinAmérica may

be considered a region with
anincome level that is

intermediate wíthin theworld
context, il indudes countries that are
\'l'f}' different insize andeconomic
potental, with widelydiffering pt'I'

cepita income levels.Asigníficant
percentage ofLatín Americans líve in
rountries with "el)' low percapita
íncome.comparable lo income levels
in lessdeveloped regions.

Figull'S recorded in the early 1m
indicare that three rountries

-Argenüna. BrazilandMexico
generated 72%ofthe regional
product in1992,a percenlJge which
increased over 'hepast twc decades.

Differencesinthe average levels of
well-beingenjoyed by Latin
America nscanbe illustrated by
observi ng thedistances between the
levels ofpercapita GOP indiñerent
countríes. The P" cepitaGDP of
ArgentinaorVenezuela is morethan
su times thepercapita GDPof
Bolivia orGuatemala.

Inregarq loirccme. the most
notcworthy aspect is tbeenorrnous
economic regression that Lahn
América asa whoie sufferedduring
thepast decade. The 1980s were
labeled "the 10Sl decade" because -as
a result ofthedebt crisis in the early
1980s andthe policies adopted inits
wake-per capila iJ'l(Ome dropped
ronsiderably aM inequalities in
inrome distribution increaSt'd, asdid
IXwerty aOO extreme poverty in
m050t rountries.

-,.
Eeo NtI l es

The abovecan be summarized in the
fact that, despite tbe improvements
achieved by several countries after
Ihe crisis, theP" capita product in
Latin América in 1992 was still 7%
lower Iban in 1980, In thesame
perod, thepercentage ofpror people
increased from 41 1,\ loroughly 46%,
with an even grímmer record for
most Latin American urban residents.
In urbanareas, povertyrose from
30% lo39% of tbe populaticn.

'rhose changes undoubtedlyhad a
severe impact onwcmen. The decline
inhousehold income among bread
sectors ofthe populationenccuraged
women lojoin tbe labor force inorder
losupplernent fa mily income and
makeends meet.Th is accelerated the
longer-term growinglrend in the tate
ofwomen's involvement ineconomk
activities.

Al the same time, income levels in
families with womenheads-of
household -characterízedby the
absenceofa male spouse
deteriorated even Iaster.Women in
lowerecoromk strata .....ere the most

seriously affected by thís situation, as
they have Iewer possibílitiesot laking
onthedouble roJeofdomestic
wcrkerandbreadwinner for the
family group. Acrordingly, thís has
led severalgender studiestopoint
out tbat the "feminizationof
poverty" has taken place
progressively in many Latín
American rountries.

Changesin!hestructure of
emploYlll('I\t aOO product inseveral

11



economic activities havealso had a
significant impact on the condition of
women.During the 19705 and more
acutely during the 198üs, the
percentage ofjobs and product
generated by the service sector
continued to increase in relative
terms ascompared with agricuJture
and industry. In most countries, the
service sector absorbs roughly one
hall ofall jobs and genera tes an even
larger share ofthe GOP.

lt isa weJJ known fact that the service
industry employs a very large
percentage ofwomen, and this has
increasingly been the case inLatin
America. However, this sector covers
a wide variety ofactivities which
range from the lower end ofthe
productivity scale -e.g, people who
work asstreet vendors and domestic
workers- to activities where
productivity and income are much
higher than the country's average
levels.The latter include more highly
qualified jobs in the public sector,
banking, and finandal services in
general.

Background data on¡ob distribution
among dífferent economic sectors
shows that aconsiderable portion of
the increase in employed women in
the 1980s was generated by low
productivity service jobs, with the
resuJting increase in employed
indivíduals ofboth genders in the
informal urban sector, in both
absolute and relative terms,

Despite the fact that the aboye was
quite a widespread trend in the
regi ón, marked diiferences stilJ
persist among countries regarding the

sectoral structure oftheir GOP and,
consequently, the employment and
income profiJe ofeconomically active
women.

In El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras
and Nicaragua, for example, roughly
one-fourth ofthe product is
generated by agricuJture or, generally
speaking, by the primary sector of the
economy. In Argentina, Chile, Mexico
and Uruguay, however, agricuJture
contributes less than 10%lo GOP.
There is acorrelation betwe. : these
differences and the size ofthe ruraJ
popuJation, the countries' income
levels, and women's participation in
economic activities.They determine,
toagreat extent, the status ofLatin
American women inthe labor force.

The most meaningfuJ indicators of
the change in Latin American
economies over the past few years
include the increase in the share of
exports inGDP. Exports increased
from 23.7%in1980 to29% ofthe
regional product in 1992.

The effort to export and the opening
upofintemationaJ markets, with the
resuJting increase in domestic
product, have also influenced female
employment. This isespecially true in
the case ofcommodities and
farming/agribusiness products.
These activities have increased the
supply ofjobs avaiJable to women,
particuJarly in picking, sorting and
packing fruit.

In recent years, one ofthe main
achievements in most Latin American
countries has been asubstantial
decrease in inflation, within a generaJ

18



frarneworkofprogress in efforls lo
achieve macroeconomicstabílity,

Thepolicies thatcharacterize these
efforts frequently includecontrol of
monelaryexpansi ón, cutbacks in
publicspending, tax increases and
the use ofnominalexchange ralesas
ananchoring device.

Lower inflation, improved
production levels and, insornecases,
increased productivity-against a
backdropofdemocralizalion
processes lhal broadened the
possibilities ofcollective bargaining
and the useofpressure tactics- have
led in recenl years losorne
improvements in real wages inmost

counlries.

These improvernents havechiefly
benefited wage earnersin the private
sector, because the publicsector has
based most of itsbelt-tightening
slralegies on reducing ils employees'
real wages, whichareby fa r lhe main
componenlofpublicspendingin
generalandsocial spending in
particula r.

Inmost cases, cuts inpublic spend ing
have led lo fewer resources for social
sectors and, consequently, lo a drop
in the real wages ofpublic officia ls in
thosesectors, This raises serious
questions aboutchanges in the
quality ofsocialservices such as
health care andeducalion.

On the other hand, theincreased
largelingofsocial public spending
throughprograms aimed al helping
the neediest sectorshas buffered the
negalive irnpactofgeneral

cutbacks. Furthermore, thesocial
spending received by these seclors
carries significanlweight with rega rd
lothe total independent income
generaled by the households
themselves.

Moreover, Latín America is one ofthe
regionsof the world with the mosl
glaring inequalilies in income
distributionamongits inhabitants.
Although in theearly 19905income
distribution inmanycountries
stabilized and il sta rted lo improve in
others, lhereis slill a predominance of
structures ofdistribution thatare
more unequal than they werein the
la te19705.

In termsof the shareinaggrega le
income, 40%ofthe lower income
urban households in Latín America
essenlially receive between 13%and
16%ofea rnings, whereas 10%of
urban households with the highest
incomeoften receive more than34%
ofaggregaleurbanearnings.

Currenl regional figures indicate that,
in most countries, the percenlage of
households livingbelowthe poverty
line is still higher than in the 19705.

In theearly 1990s, in 13 Lat ín
Americancountries almosl 40%of
households lived in poverty, Le.46%
ofthe population, because poorer
householdsarealso larger. Likewise,
34%of urbanhouseholds are poor,
whereas inrural areas this figure
increases lo53%.

Inregard lo indigenl households, Le.
those which cannot evenafford the
basic basket ofgoods, thepercenlage

19

is 18%fo r the region asa whole, 13%
of which live in urbanareas and30%
in ruralareas,



OOHE5TIC

PRODUCTION

Figures011 the total gross
domestic product showmarked

differences in sizeandeconomíc
potential among LatínAmerican
countries.Three ofthe 18 countnes
-Argenfina, Brazil and México
generated 72%ofthe regional
product in 1992. In 1970, the
percentage amou nted lo68%.

Three othermiddle-sizedcou ntries
-Chíle, Colombia and Venezuela
contributed roughly 19%ofthe
regional product in1992. The
remaining 12countriesgenerated

barely 9%ofLatin Amer ica's
domesr ic producl.

This diversity amongcountries is
repeaíed in terms ofper cepita
product, which is anindicatorofthe
average level ofdevelopment and
degree ofeconornic weU-being of the
people living in thcse countries.

Argentina,Chile, Mexico, Uruguay
and Venezuela arethe countries with
the highest per capita income or
product, withfigu res inexcess of
USI 2,400 [in 1980 purchasing
power).

Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica and
Panana are considered middle
incame countries inregionalterms,

with a percapita product ranging
fromUSI1,500 teUS$2~00 peryear.
A third group ismadeupofEcuador,
Guatemala, Peru and the Dominican
Republic, with a per capita product
ranging fromUSl800 lo USl l,500
per year. Finally, Bolivia, Honduras
and Nicaragua record thc lowest
product in!he regíon. with less than
USS 700 inpercapita terms.

Theretore, allhough LatinAmerice
maybe considered a region with an
intermediete levelof income intbe
global context,a signiñcant part of its
population lives incountries with
very low percapita income levels,
comparable lo the levels ofless
developed regions.

GROWTH Of T O T A L ANO PER C A PIT A GROSS OOHESTIC PROOUCT (G O P) . 191 0·1991

TOTALGOP
(I~ 1'i80 l1>$ ..........)

PERCAPITAGOP
(.... 19!IO US.$)

"lO 1975 ''''' '''' "" '''' 1970 1'175 1980 1985 1990 1m

.._2

..

j

J.181
'",,U!

¡ n<

'.m
1.516

~.I10 1.+47 3178
7B5 611 '14

2.008 1.898 1.90)------- -
uro 2.004 1183
1224 1249 1.4+1
1,SS2 ua 1.461

J.I81

'"
""1,691

',0\8
1.403,JO,

U8J

'"l,I09

l.O6l...
"'G<NTlNA~==~88.!~~~~~7.0 IOUS9.0~05-!~~25~~_
8Ol.MA_ 2.'J86._'_J,~7:4_4.l8ll0 _ 3,97&.1 __4,4Ol5__ 4.128.4_
BAAZll 106,328..1 l7I,m .5 H~_~~7.7 lal,&l8.2 28J,16&.S
CHllf 19,6010 17.501.1 2s,29i7 24,29U 32.70\1.0 l7,nl6
COlOH8lA 19,1491 25.1&10 31479.0 36.Bl 11 46,6)9.0 ~!J29!_

COSTA RICA 107M 2.161.1 1545.0 3,578.9 4,H4.7 4.839.0
CUBA
DOMlNICAN~="':--"J.l;;'~OJ':.--_-'''';;;OJ'''--;';;;'J:C'';---~l''.oo;;;l''.1-'''''''';;;_~';---~"'''__~I<';é0 -11-74B l,Oll 1.130 1,092 1.097 1,113

EC1.Io'DOk UI9.0_~~.:!....-!~_~_I}p29.4 14.'164..5_~82_4_' ''''_1,~3_1~_I ,)4~.l!3

ª_SAl_V_~ 158~!-3J~1496J_~~~457 .9 3,741.3 no 821 m 667 669 69l:= ~::~!-~~!-~~; ~-~--{~ t: : _I,ió: ~j -Z~ ~
MEXlCO '11.11U 12too'1J 175.918.0 19U4 1.5 207.4592 221,011& 1.830 1 120 2.624 2.562 2.456 l507-- . - - .. _ ------ ------ -
tlCAAAGUA 1,'I9B.' 2.56ll.8 2.0695 2.U6..1 _!-!7U_1,m .4 969 1.056 738 662__ 484_ _ +49

PANA/1A. 2.C83.4 ~48aO_3.97i9 3.7075 4,)'M.l l~~~~~-º~

PAAAGJAY 1,7683 l5Ol.O 4,ll67.s U7S.4_ S.5S:4J _ """__1Jl_"'_I_.2'J~_I.2J!_''''_'J''

PERU 14.062J 17S96.9_ 20.581.0 2O.2'l7.5 1BJJs. 1_~a. I O't~__I.CI66__!~I 80 1 ,1_'JO_1.04.5_~_0J1

lJUnJAY s.oo.7 5.32S.0_~~1:4_ 5--,--787,9 6.8717 7J'U 1,810 1,IIllJ US6 1.914 2.221 2.426
'M-IEZUB.A 51,)09.4 SSo4U I 61,597.4 55,t.48.S 64.184.8 74,'l8lJ 4.83'J 4,378 4,100 3.242 un ],114

IA"' mJUCA
(!!~__424,+40.7_ .ss9,OS~!-!!2.7'U 750.8.5?~~695.!-879.8:19_' __" " _ 1,855_ 2.1 6O_ I,981_l,966_ 2.022

"



GROWTH Of PER CAP ITA
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A fact worth ment icning isthe major
eccnomic setback Ihal Latin Am érica

asa whole experienced inthe paSI

decade.This is vividly illustrated by
thefact that despite the
improvements inseveral countries
after thecrisis, theLatm American
percapita productin 1992amounled
lo USS2,022,almosl7%lower thanit

was in1980 .....henÜamounted lo
USI l.J60. By 1992.only three
cou ntries -Chile,Colombia and
Uruguay- had managedlo generare a
percapíta produetsigníficantly
higher than in the late 1970s.

The starkcontrast between the
economk momenlum ofthe región in
the1970s ,lOO thesetbeckssuñered
bymost cou ntries inthe19805 are
dearlyevident intheaverageannual
growth rates ofpercapita gross
domestic producto
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With fewexceptions -Chileand
Venezuela in the period 1970-75and
Bolivia, ElSalvador, Nicaragua and
Venezuela in the following five years·
inthe 19705Latin Americe posted
relatively high growth ratesclose to
anaverage of3% per year, which
compare favorably wilh those
recorded inthe five post-war
decades.

In lhepastdecade. hcwever, mcst
countries suffered a decline in their
percepita outputasa result of the
regional debt crisisandthestructural
adjastmentpolines that followed.
Thus, in the period 1980-1985,only
Colombia aOO Pa eama wereable to
record modest increases intbeirper
capita productoThe next five years
also preved negative for theregión.
elrhough loa lesser exrentduelo the
n'COveryingrowthofChile,
Colombia ,lOO Uruguay
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ltwas only in the first two years of
this decade that Latín Am érica asa
wholeattained a positive growth tate,
0.6%, between 1990and 1992,
Nevertheless, four countries (Brazil,
Nica ragua, Paraguayand Perulstill
showed negative figures.

As a result, the average incorne of
Latin Americans in 1992 was 7%
lower than in1980 and more
unequally distributed among the
householdsofdiHerenlstrata .This
conñrms that the 19805 has beena
"lostdecade" for the región.

Gross DomesticPreduet
by Production Sector

The sectoral strurture of the gross
domestic product in Latin América

differs from the sectoral structure of
Ihe GDp ofdeveloped countries
when their per cepita income levels
were similar tothose that prevail in
Latin America.

The most salient fact isthe extremely
high sharethat services represent
with regard te theGOl' inLatín
Americe .As early as1970, the service

sector (trade,ttansportation. financia!
services, personaland domestic
servicesl contributed one-half ofthe
regional product, whereas industry
barelyaccounted for30%oí the total.
The rernaining 20%was generated by
the primary sector (agriculture.
forestry hunting and fishing).

Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, the
service sector continuedtoexpand its

sharein most countries, while
agriculture lost ground and the
industrialsector held itsown.To a
great extent this phenomenonis
accounted forby the rapidgrowthof
employrnent inthe tertiarysector
-which indudes a substantial
Iraction oí the informalurbansector
and the meagerabsorption oí
productive emplcyment by the
manufacturing sector.

Nonelheless, very pronounced
dífferences persist among countries in
the sectoralstructureoftheirGDp.
These differences canbe appreciated
in the relative importance ofthe
product generated by the primary
sector, ascompared with the prcduct
generated by the industrial sector.
Theyalso reflect the levelof

GROSS OOHESTIC PROOUCT BY PRODUCTlON SECTOR, 1970-1990
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urbanizationand industr ia lízation
achieved byeachcountry

GROSS DOHESTIC PRODUCT
BY PRODUCTION SECTOR. 1990
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Thus, for example, in1990,
agrículture rontríbutedless than 10%
ofthe outpul inArgentina,Chile,
Meneoand Uruguay, butH
acrounted for almosl one-founhof
thedomestic product inElSalvador.
Guatemala, Hondurasand
Nicaragua.

These differences are related lo the
degree ofdevelopment ofeach
country and hel pex plain the status of
women, parlieularly wilh regard lo
theirwell-beingand partidpation in
economic ectívñíes.

Theproductgenerated by the
secondary sector, primarilyin
induslriallmanufacturing aOO
construction activities, also varíes
widely inrelativesignifica rcefrom
onecountryloencther. InArgentina,
Brazil,Chile. Mexicc and Peru,one
third or more ofthedomeslic product
originales inthissector, whereas in
relativelyless industriatized countries
of the región suchas ElSalvador,
Guatemala. Panama and Paraguay,
theindustrialproduct accounts for
less IMnone-fourthof the total.
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EXTERNAL

SECTOR

The increase intheshare of
exportsin theGDPis oneol the

clearest indicators ofthe major
changes experienced by regional
economies in the efterma thoí Iht:'
debt crisis. This isdearly evident in
the ccntrasting behavioroflhis
ind icalorOH'r the past twc
decades.

Inthe 197Os, l.llinAmerican esports
gTt'l\'ala muchlower tale than the
GDP,so much sothat the perrentege
valúe ofexpcrts intermsofprcduct
dropped from 25.3\ in 19iO lo23.7\
in 1980.

In the following decade, and
particularly from 19R5 0nward -when
economic growthstarted lo recover-

exports became oneof the most
dynamic components ofgrowth.The
ímportancealexports in the GDP
thus increesed significanUy,
amounlinglo 29%oftheregional

product by19'J2.

In the 1985-1991periodothe shere01
exportsin the GDP rose byeightor
more perrentege points insíx Latín
American coontries (Chile.
Colombia, Ecuador, Meoco.
Parama aOO Paraguay). This isa
remarkable amcunt, considenng
that almost 0111 of thesecoentries had
nol recorded similar figu res inihe
past 15years.

Several factors contributedte the
increase in fhe magnitudeofexports.
Insome comtries, macroeronomic
pohcies and expon incentivespIayed
animportan! rcleand werealso
coupled with improved terms oí
trade. ln Chile, forexample, rising

coppt'r prices IChlte's mainexport
product) increased the valu é
obtained for total exporls of that
rommod ity.

Themost slriking fuctor.however, is
that the increased impact ofexports
on1Mproductreflects a remarkable
effort in exporta loplacenew
produets onintemanonal markets 01'

lo improve IhE' exportofproducts
that were unímpcrtant before in
Latín American foreigntrade,

PERCENTAGE Of EXPORTS

IN TERMS Of THE GDP, '970-1991
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Theopening upoínew ma rkets and flVE HAJOR EXPORT PRODUCTS

the resulting increase in theGDP has ANO THEIR SHARE IN TOTAL EXPORTS
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InParaguay, cotton and soybea ns
increasedtheir shareofthe total,
representingabout 62%of the
amount exported by 1990, whereas in
1970the five leadingexporte only
accoonted for47%of the total.

Bolivia, Brazil,Chi le, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Panama and Uruguayare
the countries where, consideriogtheir
fíve main export products.
diversification was the rnost
significant. Withoul any exceptions,
the importance ofthose goods in total
exports dropped by 20lo30
percentage points between 1970
and 19<xl.

In theothercountries (Argentina, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Hondurasand
Peru), the decrease amounted lo 15
pereentage pointsor less.

Neverfheless. it must be keptin mind
that the current expon structure of

most Latin American countries is not
very diversifed, inadditiontothe
fac t that commodities are the
predominant products. ln10 of the 17
countries examined, the mainexpon
producl accounts for noless than25%
ofthe totalvalueof exports. In al!
such cases the product isa
commod ity, with little added value
compa red to industrial goods.

Foreign Oebt Service

one ofthe most signiñcanteconomic
changesthat has ta ken place in Latín
America since the 19705has been
overindebtedness and the impactof
the growing volumeofresources
countries have had lo transferabroad
toservice the debt.

Throughout the1970s,and more
openly intbe first halfof the 1980s,
service ofthe Latin Amé rica debt
grew dueloa verysharpand rapid

increase inforeign loans, whichwere
easy toobtainbecause ofabundant
financial surpluses in the private
banking sector.

üvenndebíedness inalmostevery
LatinAmerican country (with
Colombia asthe promínent
exception) emerged inthe midstof
sweepíng chaoges 0 0 the
intemational financia]scene in the
1970s.The ehanges began with the
nonconvertibility of the dollar,
followed bytheexpansiónof
financial flows asa result of theboom
in the Eurodol1ar market and
surpluses from the oilcrises,
culminatinginthe deregulation of
ínterest retesin the lf.S.market,

In tum, LatinAmericancountries that
needed credít foundthemselvesin an
unusualscenarío.where financia l
fundscould be obtainedwith
astoundingease. Thus, inmost

FI VE MAJOR EXPORT PROOUCTS ANO THEIR SHARE

IN TOTAL EXPORTS. 1990
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Rica.Mexico and Venezuela had a
modetateburden for debtservice
rangingfrom4%lo9%ofCDP.

o
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Colombia. Ecuador, Honduras and
Uruguay il represents9%or more. In
1990. Argentina, Bohva, Chile. Costa

countries, both the public and the
prívate sector accumulated exress
loans. withoullaking intoacrount a
potential -and sudden- finandal
squt'eZi'.This did ocrur, intheearly
1980s. with the onset of Ihecrisis and
the resulting increase inservice ofthe
debt as oí 1982.

Becauseof the fact that if funds are
not provided by new loans,debt
servíce compeles with other potentíal
uses oE domestic produet, like
consumptíon and investment.the
percenlage ofdomestic product
absorbed by debt service ísan
indica tor oíthe degree lo which
developmeetopporrunities and
polcíes tend tobe a~¡ :-1ed .

Figures onforeign debt servlce as el

percentageofGOP are ver)' telling
and differon1yslightly from counlry
tocountry in tbe 197().1990 periodo

r hose oppcrtunities are Iimited by
the heavy and rapidly íncreasíng debt
burden, which postpones 01' prevents
economic growth. making it hard lo
relieve poverty, 01' exaggeranng it.
This was the case inmost rountnes
during the 198Os.

Onthe average forLatín América this
percentage rose from 2.9%in1970 lo
5.5%in 1980. 11 increased rapidly
agam in the following five)'ears to
7.2%oftheregional product and then
dropped to6.1 %, partly duetoa
recovery inthegrcwth ofthe produet
insorne countries.

Despitesorne similarílies in its
pattem, the burden theforeign debt
service represents alpresent differs
greatly for each country.ln Brazil, El
Salvador, Cuatemala.Paraguay,Peru
and tbe Domínican Republic, iI
accounts for Iess than four perct'ntJge
points ofthe productowhereas in

11



PRICES, WAGES ANO

SOCIAL PUBLlC SPENOING

Oneofthemain ach ievementsof
mosl Latm American counrries

over lhe past few yearshasbeenin
regard lo pr icesingeneral. and in
particularloconsumer prices.

Wtdt'$pread progress ofeffortslo
echieve rrecroeccrcmíc stability
havereduced thesnggeríng variety
oí policies seen in the 1980s. Soeeoí
theoresmosl Irequenrly used were
thecontrolofrronetary expansión,
rutbacks inpublicspendíng, lax
ircreases andthe useolanominal
exchange rateasananchonngdevice.

By the earty 1990s. in!lationwas
drastically reduced inrountrtes that
had suffered fromhypennflationin

the seccnd halfof the 1980s,
Moreover, inñationcontinuedlodrcp
inmost countries which hadbeen
successful previously or where
inflation was modérate.

Countrieswhich,despite having
managed to improve their inñation
still have annual ratesofm -m,
indude Ecuador, Peru, Uruguay,lOO
Venezuela The remainingrountries
have int1alion ra fesbelow 20%per
year. with severalcountríes already
attaining retesofapproximately10%.
Sorne areeven reachingsingledigil
figures. Iíke Argentina. Bolivia, Costa
Rica, Mexiro. Panamá andthe
DominicanRepublic.

Lower Inñation. improved
produc tíon levelsandoinsorne cases,
increased productivity -against a
beckdrop ofdemocratizatíon
processt'S whichbroadened the

possibilitiesofcollective bargaining
and theuseofpressuretactics- have
ledinrecent years tomodest bul
ccnsisteot imprcvementsin real
wagesinmost ccuntries.

These improvementshave chiefJy
benefi ted wageeamers in the prívate
sector.Thisisduelo the fact that the
publír sector hasbased most ofits
belt-tightening stralegies on
reducing the real wages oí its
employees, which areby farthe
mainrompcnentol publiesperding
ingeneral and socialspendingin
particular.

INFlATION: AVERAGE ANNUAl lNCREASE IN THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX , 1980.1993

(I't",~)
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üetweea 1990 and 1993, the different
situations thattcokplace in the
pnvateandpublksectors resulted in
a net positive balanceoíbetween2lo
15 percentagepoints in the real wage
indexesofseveral cou ntnes.

On theother hand,oneof the main
romponentsofstebilization

programs isculling publkspending,
partkutarly insocial services. In turn,
rutbacks insocial spendlng
implemented primarilyby slashing
the real wagesofpublic offkials raíse
serious questions aboutchaages in
the qualilyofsocial services.

Between the 1980s and ea rly19905,
more than half of the countries
subslantially reduced their real Per
cepita public spendíng oneducation
and healthcare.This is instark
contrast towhat ha ppened in the
1970s and 19805, whenonly three out
of14rountries cut theirreal per
capilaspending in these sectors,
whereasmostccuntres íncreased
their expenditures sígnifcantly.

Recent public spending slashes in
áreas whicharesoimportanl for the
developmentofhuman resources
offset thegains in .....ell-being

gradually achieved by Iixed-income
sectors through higher real wages,
whicharemcstly the resuít of the
reductlcn in theinfla tionary tax.

REA L WAGE IN DEX '" SELECTED COUNTRI ES. 1910-199)
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Inany event,the ma rked
regressiveness ofincome distribution
in the regi ónmeans thatsocial
spendtng also has a significant
redistr ibntiveeffect.This isbeca use
its regressiveness issigníficantly
lower than IMIofincome
distr ibetion. It should be kept in
mind that íhe impact 01 social

programs onthe abscluteincome
levels of the pcorest households ís
verysubstantial, regardless 01 how
progressive spend íng may be.

With few exceptions, there isa slrong
conelation between the levelof
socioeconomic developmentin l...a tin
Americancountries and Iheirlevels
ofsocialspendíng. For example,
Argentina, Brazil,Costa Rica, Chile
and Uruguayhed levels ofsocial
spendmg ofover 10% ofGDP inthe
early 1m, which is equal toover
l5$ 200 per capita at198; prices

Al the oppositeend ofthe scale,
cccnuies like Bolivia, Paraguay and

Perú spendless lhan5%oítheir GDP,
which is less than US$ 50 per cepita.
Countries Iike Colombia, Ecuador,
Meneo and Venezuela spend from
5%lo 10%ofGDI~ which isbetween
US$I00and lS$200pe rcapi~ .

PUBLlC SPENDING ON HEALTH CARE, 197 0-1990
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INCOHE

DISTRIBUTION

AND POVERTY

L atin América is one ofthe
regionsof the world with the

most glaring inequalities in income
distribution among its ínhabitants.
Allhough inthe early 1990s iorome
distribulion in many ccu ntries
stabilized and il started lo improve in
others. thereis still a predominarce
ofstructures ofdistribunon that are
more unequal than 1!lt'Y were in thc
lat I97Us.

Considcring that theGini tndcx-a
global measureoíinl'Cjualíty in
írcomedistribution, which varíes

fromzeroforegahtariandistributíon
loenefor total inequality- is below
035in the world's mostegalitanan
rountries. In Latín America, Uruguay
is the only country that isdearly

below this figu re at present, wíth
Costa Rica slightlyabove it. Figures
for the remamingcountries are close
te0.40 orsigmñcantlyhigher valúes
on theGini Index, with Brazil

heading thelist a' 0.54.

In terms ofshareof total urban
inrome, thísmeaes that the peores
m oíLatín American househclds
only rccein' 13%lo 16%ofíncome,
with a máximum oí22%inUruguay
and less than 10% in B13Zil.

Morrowr, 10% ofurban housebolds
wiíh tbehighest income -with a few
exceptions- receive more than 3411 of
total urban income. This figure is42%
for Brazil and drops lo 26%for
Uruguay.

Countries that nxíuced tbe levelof
inequality in the 198()...1992 period
indudcColombiaand Uruguay.
Meanwh ile, the degree ofinequality

heightened in Argentina, Brazí l,
Chile,Costa Rica, Panamaand
Venezut>la.

Abalance of thecurtent magnitude

ofpoverty in the regionshows lhat,
inmosl rountries, the pt>m'fllageof
hoeseholdsaffected is evenhígher
than in the1970s.

In theearly 1991Js, almos' 40\ oftbe
housebclds in13 Latín American
countries Iived inpcvety, i.e. .\6"
of the population. because pcorer
households arecomposed ofmore
people.Likewíse,34%ofurban
houscholds arepoor, wbereas in
ruralateas Ihis figure inoeases
'o53'I .



Eighteenpcrcent ofthe houscholds in POOR AND INDIGEN T HOUSEHOLDS
the region are indigenl,which means BY AREA, IN SELECTED COUNTRIES, 1970 , 191'

they can notovenallord the basic ,........,
basketofgoods.ln urbanarcas the
figure for indigent houscholds is13%, CounUJ P- lndil ....
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As lo the type ofhousehold, the ones
that are headedby women aremore
likely tobe poct whethertheyare
nuclear,extended or mixed Iamilies.

Especiallyamong nuclear families, in
mostccuntries more than 10%ofthe
Indigent househclds are headed by
women. whereas fewer than7%of
theones thatare nctpoorare headed
bywomen.

In Venezuela, forexampie, nuclear
fa miJies headed bywomenma ke up
18% ofindigent households and 7%

of the ones thet are not poor, wherees
inCosta Rica they correspond to19%
for the former and 9%for the a tter.
The situetion ls similar in Bolivia,
Colombia, Honduras, Panamá ,

Paraguayand Uruguaj.

The percentage offami lies headed by
womenís also higher among
nonindigentpoor than among
famiJies thatare rotpeor, althcugh
the differences are notsostriking.

The trends described above are alsc
simila ramong extended familíes.

Differences are much less significant
amongmixed fa milies, espedally due
lo the lowincidence ofthis type.

DISTRI8UTION O f HOUSEHOLOS BY FAHILY T YPE AND POVERTY CATEGORY

IN URBAN AREAS, 1992
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Thedernographic profileof
LatínAmericanwomen,
whichaccount for haIJ olthe

region's popuJation(50.2% in1990),
has changedccnsiderably over the
past forty years,and they have
played a significan!rolein the global
sodo-demographic dynamics.

Sorneofthemain modifications
indudeasharp drop in the number of
children that women have during
theirchíldbearing years; within a
frameworkofmigration from rural lo
urban áreas,womenshowhigher
Tales ofurban migrat ion: theírstatus
as partnersinconsensual un icns,
separa tedwomenor widows, as weU
astheir role as heads ofhousehold,
whichcombinedwith the last two
marital statuses mentioned aboye
implies anincreasíng proportion of
womenasheadsofsingle-parental
andsingle-person households.

LatinAmerica's population almost
tripled between195() and 1990 from
156 lo421millioninhabitantsfor the
19countries wheremore lhan95% of
Latín AmencansIive.

Growth wassomewhat sharper in the
caseofwomen, whose proportion
raised from49.7%ofthe total
population in1950 to the current
50.2%. Projections for theyear 2lXX1
indicate that women willcontinuélo
account for asimilarorslightly
higher pcrcentage.

The population dyramic canbe
expiained almost entirely by the
evolution ofbirth and dealhrates,

because net migration toend fromthe
regionhas had very Ii ttle weight.

untíl the mid-seventies the natural
growthrate íncreased (births rninus
deaths)becaose ofthe risein fertili ty
retes andthesignificani reductionin
deathretes.Alterthat the
population's naturalgrowthstarted to
slowdown,decreasing from27te20
P" thousand in the eerly nineties asa
resu lt ofsignificant simul taneous
drops infertili tyand mortality.

Physicaldistribution ís extremely
uneven.Seventy percent of the
region'stotalpopulationas well asan
equal proporlionofwomenlive in
Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, and
México.Fifteenpercentof theregion's
total popu lation isconcentrated in
southeast Brazil, which accounts for
44%ofBrazil's popular ion.

Bothpredominantly rural countries
with less than50%urban population,
and predominanüyurban countnes
withmorethan 80% urban population
have a femate urban proportionof
between 2and 4percentage points
h igher than themale urban
proportion.

The LatínAmerican populationas a
wholecanbe considered young
-35.8%is under15years old
although the proporlion ofyoung
people (between 15and 24years old)
has declined over the past forty years
(jI was4üJ%in1950).

According tostud ies fromtheCentro
Latinoanu'ricanode Demografía,
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CELADE, countries may be grou ped
by the characleristics that delermine
their slage ofdemographic tra nsi tion.

Bolivia isin an early stage ofdemo
graphic transil ionand El Salvador,
Gualemala, Honduras, Nicaragua
and Paraguay have reached a
moderalelransilionslage becauseof
ahíghbirth rateand a moderale
death rate, which results in high
naturalgrowth ofabout 3%per year.

Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Peru, the
Dominican Republic and Venezuela
are undergoing fuJI demographic
transi tionwith a modérate birth ra te
and moderate-to-lowmortalily,
which implies moderale natural
growlh ofaboul2%per year.

Argentina,Chile, Cuba and Uruguay
are inanadvanced slage of
demographic transition, showing a
lrend towardsa maturepopulation
and slowergrowth, with low birth
and Jow or moderate death ra tes,
which results in low natura1growth
ofaboul1%per year.

Latín American womenhave
subslanlially reduced their ferti lity.
The averagenumberofchildren per
woman during childbearing years
was reduced lo3in lhe early
nineties, fromanaverage oí5inthe
early seventies andnearly6 inthe
early fifties,

However, the countries that are in an
early or moderale stage of
demographic transitionstill havean
average global fe rtilíty raleofmore
than4children perwornan, which is

still muchlower than the average of 7
children per woman that those
counlries used lohave in the fifties.

Thecounlries that are undergoing
full demographic lransilion
currently have anaverage of
between 2.7 and 3.5 children per
woman, and the countries inan
advancedslage of demographic
transitionshow the lowestglobal
ferl ility rates, reachinganaverage of
between 2and 2.8 child ren per
woman in lhe 1990-95 periodo

Theseglobal fertility ra les are the
result ofa series offactors, like the
woman's age at the birthofher first
child, educalion leve\, socioeconomic
level andwhether she lives ina rural
orurbanarea.

The higher thelevelofwornan's
schooling the older theyare when
theyhave their firs l child.This
implies that 50%of the women in the
regi ón without schooling have their
firsl child before theyare 20 years
old, whereas thís age rises lo more
than 23 yea rs old in the case of
women wi th a high-school educa tion.

Educationhasan influence on the age
when women have theirfi rs tchild,
and ilalso has a dírect effecl on the
global fertilily ra le.

Al presenl Latín American women
without schooling haveanaverage of
6lo7childrenperwoman, whereas
women wilh anincomplele primary
educa tion have anaverage of
between 5and 6children.The
average number ofchildren falls lo
between3and 4.5 children per
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woman ofchildbearing age in women
witha full primary education, and it
drops lo between2and3 inwomen
withsorne levelof high-school
education.

The ferlility rale has fa llen in al! age
groups.The rnost remarkabledrop
occurred in women 30 years oldor
more, whichincreased lhe relatíve
weight ofyoung mothers,This
delermined that the region's mosl
ferti le age groupin the 1990-95
period was women in the20-24 age
groupwith 173births perone
thousand women compared lo 162
births per thousand woman in the
25·29 age group. During the 1970-75
period, the same age groupshad 233
and 249 births per thousand women,
respectively.

Women wholive in rural areas have
a higherferlility rate, exceeding the
urban average by more than2
children inrnost ofthe counlries.
Whereas in urban areas women have
anaverage ofbetween 3and 4
childrenperwoman, in ruralareas
the average rises tobetween
5and 6children.

In Lalin America there isan
indigenous population of
approxirnately 40 mill ion people,
which represenls almosl 10%ofthe
total population.The indigenous
population is highlyconcenlraled in
sorne countries in the region like
Bolivia, Guatemala, Peru, Ecuador
and Mexico, whichaccounl for 35
million of the total.

In thedifferenlethnic groups that
predominateamong the La tín



American indigenous population,
womenrepresent between 48%
and 50.5%.

With regard to marital status, most
Latín American women live with a
significant other, whenconsidering
ma rried women and unmarried
women living inconsensualunions
asa whole, although marriageis
declining asshownineight of the
thirteencountries analyzed.

Married men and women werea
majority in fewer than halfofthe
countries in the late eighties, showing
a downward trend whencompared to
thesituation inthe earlyseventies,
The proportionofmarried women
ranges between52%inArgentina
and 22%inCuba.

The ma rital status eategories that
increased over the period were
women li ving inconsensualunions,
and separated ordivorced women.

Womeninconsensual unions
account for more thanone out of
every Iive inCuba, Nicaragua,
Panama and the Dominican Republic.

The región shows agrowing trend
toward divorce;seven out often
countries in the regionincreased the
divorce ratebetween1980 and 1990.

In the separa ted or widowed
category, womenaccount for a higher
proportion than menoThe
percentages ofsepa ra ted women
double ortriple those ofmen inall
the countries in the region. Widows,
on the otherhand, triple or quadruple
the percentageofwidowers.

Besidessorne problems instating the
corred marital status, the most
plausible reasons for this are that
womenstay separa ted longer than
men do, and thereare morewidows
thanwidowers because women
live longer.

Whenanalyzing the population's
ma rital status by age, we c1early see
the trend among women to enter into
a marital orconsensual union ata
youngeragethan men, and the
significantly higher number of
widows after 60years ofage.

In most Latin American countries,
there is a c1ear downward trend in the
sizeoffamily.This is the result of
several factors like the reduction in
the number ofchildrenand
multigenerational households, as
well asthe increasein
single-pa rent families and people
who livealone.

Familycompositionshows a ma rked
predominance ofnuclear households,
although their heterogeneity
increased due tothe proliferatíon of
single-parent fami lies and famílies
made upofboth spouses but with no
children, althoughcomplete nuclear
famílies, with bothspousesand
children, continue to predominatein
this category.

There isgrowingproportion ofLatin
Americanhouseholds wíth women
heads ofhousehold, reaching almosl
one out of every fOUT in the region's
urban areas.This proportion
increased Irom approximately 21 %
in 1980 to about23%in1990.
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Among the factors that cause an
increase in households headed by
women, we can rnention the increase
in single-parenl families, which
usuallyare headed by youngormore
mature women, and thegrowthof
single-person households due to the
aging popu lation, together with
women's greater longevityand their
lower propensity compared to men to
enter intoa mari tal orconsensual
union again.

In terrnsofmarital sta tus, women
heads ofhousehold are mainly
divorced, widowed orsingle, whereas
males arepredominantly marríed or
living inconsensual union.



POPULATlON

A« ordíngtoesnmates Iromíhe
Centro Latinoamericano de

Demografía,CELADE 11.arin
AmericanDemographyCenter),
women accounted forapproximately
half (5(J.2%) 01 the total populatio in
1~ in 19latin American rountries.

Fromthís percentagewecanderive
tha12111 million womenand 209.8
million rnen lived in thcsecountries
in1990.

almost trípled. from77.6million te
2111 million.The situation was
similar for the total population of
th05R Latín American rountries which
increased from 156.1 millionlo

m.l million.

Thegrowth ofthetotal populalion
canbe explainedalmostentírely by
theevolutíon ofbirth and death tates.
Net migratíon toand from the región
has \'ery ~ttle weight.

Sincethe mid-fiftits migratíon from
the región loother parts oftheworld
hasbeen abcut7 per e\'f'ry len
thousand inhabitants.

u atííthemid-seventíes therewas an
increase in the natural growthrete
Ibuthsminus deaths) in Latín
América due loan inerease in fertilíty
retesand asignificanl reductionin
deathrates.

As ofthat decade the population's
natural grcwth startedlodecline from
a Ievd oí17pe' thoosandlo20 per
thoosand at [h. beginning of!he
ninetíes, asa result ofsignificanl
simultaneous reductions in fertility
andmortality.

Innineof the19 countres rrenroned
above tbeproportion ofwomen was
more than~ in 1990, whereas in
the remainíng 10countries the
percentage was between 49%
and50%.

POPULATION, BY S EXo LATIN AHERICA

( 19 COUNTRIES), 1950- 1t90
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The proportionreachedby womenin
199J isslightly higher than it was in
1950, when for the sarnegrou po!
countries. womenaccountedfor
49.7%ofthe total population.

Projections for the year200J indicate
that womenwill continúe lo
represent between SO.2% and 50.3%
oí the total population.

Oishibutionamong rountriesand
within thecou ntries themselvesis
extremely uneven. The four rountries
with thehighest population,
Argentina, Brazíl, Colombia and
Mexicoconc éntrate 70\ ofthe
region's total population and an
equal proportionof women.The
southeastofBrazilalore eccounts for
15%of Ihe region's total population
and 44\ oí the country's population.

Ouring the 19:n-'XI penoí the total
number of womenin the región
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Therewas anincrease in the growth
tateof tbe1549agegroupbetween
the fifties (23.1pt'f thousand)andthe
seventies 129.8P" thousand)
followed by a declineinthenineties
loa tate similar lo theearly fiñies
(23.8 per thoosandl.

Whenanalyzinglhe different
countries, the mosl oulslanding
exceptionsare, 0 0 the one hand.
Bolivia, Gua temala, Honduras,
Nicaragua and Paraguay, where the
grcwthrateof the nineties conlinues
lobe over20 per thousand
inhabitants for lhe three ege groups.
On theother hand,Argentina and
Uruguayshowadecline in the
growth ra feoí Ihe ~14 agegroupas
oithe nineties.

Thedrop inthedemographic growth
rate for LatinAm éricaasa whole was
seenmainly in the(}14age group,
which isaffected more rapidlybya
decline infertility At lhe beginning of
the fifties thisage groupwasgrowing
ata rateoí33.2 P" lhousand
inhabitantswhereas intheninenes
the tate has dropped lo6.1per
thousand.

The leve!and thedynamics of lhe
growth tateare similar fo r menand
women fo r the three agegrcups.

In the50 and over age group there
wasa slíghtdecreaseinthegrowth
ra te between theeerly fiñies (29.2per
thousand)and lhe nineties (283 P"
thousand).

"

http:5,292.428


AGE STRUCTURE. BY SEX
LATIN AHERICA ( 19 COUNTRIES ). I9S0· 1"0

AGES Of THE

POPULATION

Latin America's populationas a
whole canbedassífied as young

·35.8%isunder 15 years otage
although the 0-14agegroup has
dedined over the pastforty years
(il was403\ in 1950>.

Oifferences acrording losex are
minimal and are observed alboth
ends of the population'sage
structure.Thereare more men in
the youngest age group ·36.4%
rompared t0351%for worren
whereas womenoutnumber men in
the SU crover agegroup (14\
comparedlo12.8'10 for men).

thosecountries and inArgentina, the
population in the50 oroverage
groupwas more than20%in 1990
compared lotheregion's percentage
otonly 13.4%.

Those countries together ....ith Chile
are inanadvanced demogra phic
transitionstage, which means that
theyare evolving toward a mature
populationwítha lower growth rate
asa result oílowbirth ratesand
low-to-moderate deathrates, which
implies a lo..... natural growthrateof
aroul 1%per rearo

Therest of the regton's countries,
Brazil,Colombia,Costa Rica,
Ecuador, México, Panamá, the
DominicanRepublicand Venezuela
are classiñed inwhatCELADE calls a
fuj] demographictransihonstage.
witha moderarebirth. rate and a
mod érateor lowdeath rate, which
results in mod érate naturalgro....-thof
epproximately 2%per rearo

Whenanalyzing the different
countries. thereisa higher proportion
ofyoung people inBolivia, El
Salvador,Guatemala, Honduras,
Nicaragua and Paraguay,wheremore
than40%of the populatíon wasslill
in the 0-1 4age groupin1990,
ccmpared toa regionalpercenrege
of35.8%.

AccordingloCELADE, these
cou ntriesarestill inastegeoí
íncipient demographictransition
(Bolivia)or mod érate transition(El
Salvador,Guatemala, Honduras,
Nicaraguaand Paraguay),asaresult
ofa highbirth rateandmodetate
death tate. which resuíts inhigh
naturalgrowth oí 3\ per )'ear.

Countries thatare less young include
Cuba and Uruguay, .....here the 0-14
age groupdid nol exceed 26\ in
199.1. compared lo35.8%for 'he
regiónasa whcle,and children
betweenQ-4 yearsold were only
slightlyover8%compared lothe
regional figure of 125\ .Also, in
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AGE STRUCTURE. BY SEXo 1950.1990
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'zrrzr ' ' ''_ _ 15.5_ _ 15.7 47.1 11.7 15.1 B.2 47.4 12.3 15.9 26.2 468 11.1
~t 1m 1~.9 25.1 ~.4 9.~ 167 2'8 4a4 1 ~1 171 25.4 ~] 9.}

1970 15.2 27.1 466 11.1 15.0 27.0 46.5 11.5 15.1 21l 467 10.8
z-rr-:__-!'=.990 JI.a 22.6 510 116__I ~-!_ _ 'H_ .51._'__I.l._' _ 110 211 SlO I]J
~u I~ 143 ID ~.8 14.5 14.0 22. 1 .9 15.1 145 ll9 ~ 1]9

1970 I].~ 2S.~ 4~A 14~ 1].] 25.1 ~ I 155 13.9 K2 46.6 I]J

==== __1990 l!o__"_. ' _sl~_ _ la! . lU U O .!Z;a_ _ II.1 1'-7 !l43 14.1
COlOMllIA 1950 17.9 24.7 46.2 11.1 17.~ 24.4 46. 1 11.9 18.) lS.1 46.2 10.4

1970 175 285 41.5 10 ~ 17.2 a o 41.a 11 .1 11' 29.0 432 10.0

====o-_~I970 11.9 23.4 51 1 11.7 1l.6 219 512 ID 112 24.0 SU 11.0
COSTA RICA 1950- - 1&1- - " .-' - ~5.7--¡1.-' --ri9--iS.o--4S:j-- l ¡.:s- - la 4 ' lS.4 4S-'- -'i.l

1m IU 29~ ~.O ID O IU ~.4 ~.O lO.] 16.~ na ~o 96

,~ ' ' ''_ _ 1!4_ _ 2J.1 SI4 12.2 13.2 219 511 IU 115 114 51.5 11.6
1950 1].4 214 ~ 145 14.1 n .4 ~8 11a IU 215 ~,6 16.1
1970 14.] 211 45.8 17.2 14.2 n .o 46.5 16.4 14) W 4S.1 li l

;;;;;;;;c",;c-_~''''_ _ ~2__1!.6_ 56.9 lO.2__u _ _ I~._. _ 51.0 20.6_ i_'__1 ~9 SU 19.9
DOMINlCAN 19SO 18.~ 25.9 447 10,8 18.7 26.2 ~.2 lO! las lS6 45.1 IU
REl'UBlJC 1970 la l ~.2 41] 9.4 lil 2'.2 4lJ U 1&1 29.1 4J.l 95

===__''''_ _llJ_ll.7~__I I ,~l lJ__n.8 51 .~ 113 114 2l~1.!... 11.1
ECUAOOIl. I9SO 15.8 ll.7 4H 15.1 15.S 2].] 45.2 16.0 161 }4,1 45.6 14.2

1970 17.4 27.0 418 11.8 17.2 26.7 417 12.4 11.6 21.2 41' IU

0."""""'- ~~!n_15.)__49:4__11.1_ _ .135_ " ._' _ ' U__IU_l!~_1S~9..:.,!- _ ,_"
ElW VAOOl\. 19SO 16.1 260 41.] 9.9 16.6 25.7 47.4 10.1 11.0 26.1 411 95

1970 18.2 28.2 4]~ 9 ~ li l ~.O 4).8 10.1 18.4 ID 43.9 9.1
1990 15.2 a 3 45.2 IU 14.6 27.2 46.2 11.9 15.8 n .4 ~.1 IOJ- - --~.. -- _._- -

GUATEMAlA 1950 la 4 25.1 465 9.5 18.) 25.~ 46.4 97 185 218 465 9.2
1970 18.2 27.7 45.0 9.1 la l 27.~ 44.9 9] 18.2 27.a 4il a'

""",--;1990 175 28.0__+l:~__1 0'!-..J.?.1_ 2~_7 __~.6__10:4 11.~ 28.2 +U 9.9
HONDlJl\AS 1950 18.1 2&.8 46.1 8.8 1&1 26.6 46.0 9.4 l a.~ }1.0 46.1 8.1

1970 19.~ 285 4].2 &7 194 2a4 4).1 9.1 198 2a7 4)1 8.)
1990 11.1 2a l 455 9J 16~9_2?a 45.6 9.1 l1J 28.) 45.5 8.9

MEXlCO 19S0 17.0 25.0 44.0 14.0 16.a 14-S 41.8 14.9 11.2 25.5 44.1 112
1970 la.6 27.9 4U 10.7 IU 27.~ 4U 11.] IU a 2 419 10.0

.~=_-!';.'99O ur 25.4 S~2 I ll -.!2.~_2~ .a 50.6 11.8 11.6 25.9 4i.9 10.6
NlCAAAGUA I9SO IU 25.8 4i7 10.] l1.7 25.1 46.0 10.9 la 6 26.4 4SJ n

1970 19] ~.O 4)2 a 4 110 la7 4).) 9.1 197 ~4 4),1 1!
1990 la.6 29.] 4].0 9.1 115 2~ ti.1 9A 198 » a ~.4 u

I'ANAMA 1950 16.1 14.1 46,] 114 1'61 24.4 45.a IJ.6 16.1 23.a 46.8 IU
1970 17.0 2~~ 4) 8 12.2 IlO U O 4).9 12.0 IlO 268 4]8 114

"":;;;;,,.__+¡¡199O 12.5 211 51.5 13.2 114 216 51.8 ll2 117 219 SU IU
PAAAGUAY 1950-- '6.4- 26.5 46! IOJ----¡-..I 26.1 47.0 10.~ 16.8 16.1 466 "

1970 17l 29.1 4).1 10.5 168 ~.a 4).3 11.1 115 29a 42.8 9.9
=~ I990 16.0_ 24.1 49.0__I OJ--:l--!~'_ 24.6 48.5 11.0 16. 1 2~9__49i...-....!.~

1950 16.8 2U 46.1 11 1 16.1 H~ 46.1 12.7 16.9 24.9 46.6 116
1970 17.1 2~.9 44.9 11.1 11.0 26.7 +I.a II .~ 11.3 }1,1 45.1 10.5

:;;;;"",c;;---~' '''o;-T-'"'__14._,_ sOJ 110 -.!17__ 24.7__50_' _1 1~ 0 ._' _:;s_.'_~__I I ~
URUGUAY 1950 9.a la l su 20.8 9.9 la.r 50.7 21J 9.a 18.0 51.9 2M

1970 1 5 la4 ~.2 2U 12 la o 4aa 24.0 9.7 la 9 49.5 2 1~

,-;-_ -;1990 a4__I7_'_ 47.3__26.9_ 8.0~_46.~ 28.7 ~a.a 18.2__48. 1 24.9
VENEZUElA I'SO 18.4 25.1 47.4 9.1 1&1 24.9 415 9.4 18.5 B 3 47.4 8.8

1970 Il 2 28.4 +lA 9.' 11.1 2a2 M4 I ~] 17,4 2a ~ 44.5 9.6
1990 na 24.1 50.7 I t.I 116 24.1 so.~ 11.7 14.0 24.6 so.a 106

LATlNAMERICA 1950 161 24.1 478 110 16.0 u, or 12.4 16.3 l4'] 41a 11.6
1970 15.9 26.5 4S5 11 1 15.7 26.] 45.4 115 16. 1 26.7 4S5 11.6

-----~''''''''-T 12.5 2lJ SO.8 1l.4 1 12-.!!!'_ 50 '_J4p~1_' _ 2H 5O.a 12.8

Note : (1) .. _ .... ""'_ .. _100 ... ..-011.
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Thechanges in the agestructureof
the populationbetween J950 and
19':ij canbe dearlyseeninthe
popula tion pyramids.The pyramids
showgraphically how the

population's agestructure has
changed in thedifferen tcountries
acrordinglovariations intheirbirth
and death retes.

The markedchange inthe form of
LatínAmerica's popularionpyramid
over thepastforty yearssummarizes
the changes inlhepercentages of
each agegrou p. Duringthispericd,
the pyramid's base wasreduced for
bothsexes.whereas its middleand
upper sectiora exp..mded.The upJX'T
sectioncorresponda tothe older age
group.

The most significanlchangebecause
of its effectsonother sectors
(employment, health, eduction)is the
absolute and relativegrowth in the
15-29 age group. This, plus the slow
generationofnew jobs inthe

economy's formalsector have
increased unemployment, espedally
for women, whobave increased their
partidpation ineconomic activity
significanlly.

The rapid growthin the60 and over
agegroup, especally incountries that
areinanadvanced stageof
demographíctransition, has
ircreasíng demandsonthesocial
securitysystemsand hasaggravated
Ihe problemsofpoverty in lhal age
group.Sorne rounlries llave focussed
their social policies onthat age group.

ThechangeinLatinAmerica's age
structure has alsc resulted in a
change inthe frequency 01certain
díseases. becausethe morbidity
proñle ísdirectly related not onIyro
the rounlries' incomebutalsolo the
population'sagestructure. Thos,
demographic changes have pIayed an
important role in the so-called
epidemiological transition

POPULATION PYRAHIOS, LATIN AHERICA ( 19 COUNTRIES). 1950-1990
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As was to be expected,countriesin
anadvanced slageofdemographic
transition(Argentina,Chile, Cuba
and Uruguay)have lower global
fertilíryretes. reaching anaveragt'of
between 2and 2.8children per
woman inthe 1990-95 periodo

FERTlLlTY

Incountries that are ina fu ll
transilionstege(Costa Rica, Ecuador,
Mexico, Pcru. the Dominican
Republic and Venezuela), .....omen
predominantly have an averageof
between3and 3.5children,with the
exception oí Brazil, Colombia and
Panamá .....herethe averagt' is
currently between 2.7and 2.9
children.

Inrountries thatare inanincipient or
modératestageotdemographic
transition(Bolivia, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua
aOO Paraguay), werrensnll havea
global fertility rateofmorethan .J
children onaverage inthe nineties.
Ihís is snll much lo.....er than the
avt'rageof 7child ren pt>r .....omanin
those countnesin the ññíes.

L atin American womenhave
substantiallyreduced their

frrtility.Theglobal rate. whieh is the
average numberoíchild ren pt'r
.....omanduring rhildbearingyears,
dedined toanaverage of3in the
early nineties fmmanaverageof5in
tbeearly seventies and alrrost 6in
the ear ly fifties.



The global fertility rates are useful
averages tocompare countries and
analyze the evolution over time in
each country and betweengroups in
thecountries.The fertility retesare
the result ofa series ofIactors lile age
at the birth ofthe fi rst child,
schooling, socioeconomic level, urban
and rural areas.and others that will
be examined below

Fifty percent ofthe women in
Guatemala have their first chlld
before they are 20 years old (the
woman's average age atthebirth of
her first child is19.9 yearsold),

whereas in Colombia 50% ofthe
women have their firs t child before
they are22 yea rsoJd.The other
countries in the regi ón for wbich
information isavailable are located
between these two average ages att he
birthofthefirst child.

Whenanalyzing schcoling, lt is
confi rrred that the higher the levelof
thewoman'sschooling theolder they
arewhen they have theirfirst child.
This means thatSO% ofwomen
withoutschooling have their first
child beforethey are 20 yearsold.
whereas the age increases tomore

than 23 for women with a high-school
education.

In thecountries whereinformalion
wasavailable. the average age when
womenhave their fi rst child when
they have a high-school education
ccmpa red towomen with no
scbooling showed the biggest
diñerences in Ecuador and México,
wherethere was a difference ofmore
thanSyears between the two groups.
The smallest differences were
recorded in Bolivia and Peru, where
the difference was a little more
than 2years.

AVERAGE AGE Of WOME N AT THE 81RTH Of THEIR FIRST CHILD IN T H E 1 5- 4 9 AGE GROUP.

8Y SCHOOLlNC LEVEL , IN SELECTED COUNTRIES

c._ Y,u A._ Schoorinl'"... No Incompleted Completed High.schooI Dilrereow:e

""""" ....vt ...." .ooa.tion lID Ichoolmg-...."" education high.Khooledua tion

BOlNIA '98' 21.0 20.1 20.-4 20.6 211 "
8~J~lStl "" 21.7 20.-4 20.8 21.-4 25.0 ..- - - - -
COLOMBIA '990 21' 1906 --20.1- - 22l u
DOMINICAN REP. '''' 2(/'.1 18.7 18.6 19.9 1l.8 •.,

-

EOJAOOR '98' 21.0 19.6 lOJ l l O 15. ' .8
-

GUA1tMALA '98' 19.9 19.2 " 5 21.2 226 ••-- -
"""CO '98' 21.0 18.9 19.8 21.6 l4.l "-- - ~

PARAGUAY '990 21.7 19.6 lOJ 21.7 295 ..,_ ._--
""U 'm 21.7 19.6 19.8 - - 21.9-- lJ

_.
el) TIIeM_11 --,.~ '" _ UN«..... el ..... edua_ 'l"tem .. ooch «>Un<I)'.
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WomeninLatínAmericahave
shown a reduction in fertility for all
age groups, with themost notable
drops being in the 30 oroverage
group.This has increased the relative
weight 01youngmothers

B<lween 1970-75and l'm- 95 'he
birthrete for the 30-34 age group of
women inLatín Amer ice decreased
from 2m lo114perevery Ihousand
women, it dropped from 1421068for
the 34-49 agegroupand and it
decreased from 671025 per lhousand
women forthe 4()4.1 agegroup.

Regarding fertílity per age group, the
group with 'hehighest fertility in'he
regi ón in the1990-95 period was the

20-24 age group. with 173 births per
thousand womencompared to 162
births pere\'ery thousand women for
the2S-29 agegroup.lnthe 1970-75
pericd, there were 233 and 249 births

P" Ihousandwomen respecñvely
forthe same agegroups.

Thereare still bigdifferences
between countries forboth groups.
ages 20-24and 2S-29.Forcountries in
an incipientormod érate transition
stage (Bolivia. BSalvador,
Guatemala, Honduras. Nicaragua
and Paraguay). thereare generaUy
more than 200 births per Ihousand
women,compared re averages oí
between Inand162 per thousand
women for the región as awhole.

Allhoughglohal fertílíty declined
between the sixties and níneties for
the 15-19age group from 90 lo68
births perthousand women,
countr ies in anincipientor mod érate

demographictransiüon ' lag. still
have more than100 births per
Ihousand women. This is lhe case oí
Nicaragua with153 births per
Ihousand women in ue 1.~1 9 age
group, El Salvador wilh 131,
Honduras with127 and Guatemala
with 123.

FERTILlTY. 8YAGE GROUPS. 1910·1 "5
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Thereisa dircct and significant
influence of the educationallevel on
fertility,aswell asa considerable
effcct on thc ageatwhich the first
child Is bom,ashas bcenalready
mentioncd.

Withvery fewexccpñons. women
withoutschooling in Latín América

in1990 had anaverage ofbctwcen6
and 7children per woman, whcrcas
women with incomplete primary
education had anaverageofSto
6childrcn.

Likewise.complete prima ry
education in mostcountricsred uces
the averagr tebetween3and 4.5
child ren per womanofchlldbearing
age, and itdeclineslo betwecn 2and
3children when thc womanhas sorne
lcvcl ofhigh-schcol education.
Tbemain exceptions areColombia
and Uruguay which have lowcr
ferlility retesaleachcducational
level. 'cevethccss. thcrelalionship
bctwecneducation and fertility
holds true.

FERTILITY BY SCHOOLlNG LEVEL

IN SELECTED COUNTRIES, LAST AVAILABLE YEAR

(GbboI~fllI:~por_¡

c~., V'U 5choolinlleoffi lO.. -- ""- ...·KhooI T"- ,..,...., -.e:-n ,.........,.... .....
80lMA '''' <1 19 45 19 "---
IlRAZIL(Nort!>eJu) '99 ' l .' ... II 10 J.7- - -COLOMBIA ' 990 " 16 14 ' .6 19

ECUADOR '98' .. 51 as II o.._._- ---EL SAlVADO!l. olI '985 60 12 ,.1 l5 ••
DOMINICAN ID, '99' l.l 4' II c-r-
..- - 18---,-- l.lGUATEMALA '987 ,.

" l.9 2.' 5.6
MÉXIco '98' <1 J.7 J.7 H . 0._ - -
PARAG\JAY '990 ., U 45 12 47----- -~
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19 ~l5--- -
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FERTILlTY BY URBAN OR RURAL AREA, LAST AVAILABLE YEAR
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'.'...
1.6

~~~~-t--_U
4.0

90UVIA 1991 4.2 U 5..0_~_ l'
~_ (Nortlleu:) 1991 lB S1 ~:1 14
COlOMBIA 1990 2.5 U 2.9 IJ----
COSTA RICA 1985 lO • .1 -==:::¡t ===1.ICHILE 1991 U I I _ 0.8

OO_H_'N_tCAN~. 1991 18 :'~.'_-+_ ,.
ECUAOOA J987-=~=;l5:1== u~__~-"_-!+ lO
a SALVAOQR 01 J~ _ u S'é9 -=~=T.=F lOGUATEMAlA J987 4.1 6.~ 14
HONDURAS 1988_~--é4.1 7.0 19
MIXiOO 1987 ).0 S.9 19
NlCAAAGUA 1II 1m 1& &.4 18
PANAMA lit 1976 II 5.4 l2- - -
PAAAGUAY 1990 1& U l5

~ 1m il u U
URUGUAY " 19&5 tI 18 0:1
VENEZUELA · I9n .I981 3.7 6.1 14

T.....

Womenliving inrural ateas havea
highcr fcrtility rate thanwomcn
living in urbanareas by moretha n2
childreninmost countrics. Inurban
arras theaverage number oíchildren
isbctwecn 3and 4child renP"
womencompared lo rural arcas
whore ji rises lo bctwcen5and 6
children.

The biggest urba n-ruraldifferenccs
are recordcd inPero, Honduras and
Medro.and the smallestdifferences
infertility bct wccn the two areas are
seen inUruguay, Chileand
Costa Rica.
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PHYSICAL
URBAN POPULATION , BY SEX , 1950-1990
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I heproporlionoíurbanpopulaüon
by sex incountries withenurban
populeton 0147%in 1m.is -19%
wcmenand 45%rnen.

PEACENTAGE UARAN POPULATION, 1950-1990
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Whereas75'"of the female
population inthe 1549 age group
and lhe SO orover agegroup lives in
urhan áreas in the regiónasa wbcle,
the perrenlages lormm areabout
n%and 69%for therespective
age groups.

Whendiscriminalingbyage group,
the 1).14agegroup in LatínAmérica
showsa lower urban profile than
otherage groups. with aooul67%
urban populationfor bothmen
and WOITlt'f\.

Tbesituation issimilar foralloflhe
countries in the región, even lor
L:ruguay, the country with the
mgbest proportion 01urban
population. where the proporlion is
89%for both sexes.91%forwomen,
and87%formen.
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POPULATlON. BY SEX, ANO URBAN OR RURAL AREA, ACOROING TO AGE GAOUP. 1910- 1990
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INDIGENOUS

POPULATION

INDIGENOUS POPULATION IN LATlN AHERICA

AROUND 1990 (16 COUNTRIES)
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representaalmosl zerolo five pt'Tt'enl,
with the exceptional Honduras
05\).ClúJ. 18%!. El Salvador (7%)
and Panama (6%),

, o/- Y....- ' .a e
J i

! ~
"lO ! :i,.. ~1~

02 ~-~

Hs"
"

¡ ,.
:q

lO '1 .',1
liO 101
' .0 111
'" JI'15,0

"}14.0 l!
so ~~

" JI.
1 <

lO J1"' .
.70 ] . ~

o. a l
TI .
t ~3d
~H,
j

-....-
.... GOON< l5WDl

llO<MA ......
IAAZI. .... .,,,,.

r-r-
oas ,---
COlOl1lllA .....
CosrAIUC.A ,...
-

KlWlO< l _

B.SAl.VADOR ..""
GUA11/WA .......

-

HONlll.OAS ..,...
tfX1CO ''''''''''
"""""""" ".""-
PN<»1A '''''"---
PW.aJAY 100,000

PWJ •
'8'<EZl.tiA lotO.561

and Mexicol account for
approximately 35millionol the lotal
ol4O million indigenous people in
Latín Amenca. In theotber
countriestheindigenous population

L atin America's indigenous
populalion isapproximately 40

mili ion people, whichissl ightly less
than 10% of the total populafion The

indigenous popularonishighly
concentrated in sorne counrríes in
the regi ón.

Anolher 1W0 countries with a hígh
proportionofindigenous population
are Peroand Ecuador, whose
respective percentagesare47%and
38%,or9 milllonanll4míllion
Inhabitants, respecñvely

Bülivia has the bíghest proporrion of
índigencuspopulation inrelat ion lo
100al inhabuants wíthalmost S
miJlion, accounting for 71 'l al the
100al pcpulation.Guatemala isnen
wíth 66'.\, shgbtly morethan 5
million.

Hexico isthecounlrywilh the
highesl number ofindigenous
population inabsolute terrns, 12
million, who reaches14%of the
total population.

Fhe f ive countries menrioned
(Bolivia,Guatemala, Peru, Ecuador

"
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INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS, BY ETHNIC GROUP
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In Honduras the mosl nu mercus
indígenous group is the Garífuna
(62.6%), and in Nicaragua it is the
Miskito170.4%).

InMéxico, the Nahuatl acrount for
22.7"4 ofthetotal indigenous
population and the Mayas represent
135"4 ofthetotal with a proportion
ofwomenstightlymorethan one half
for tbe 10m " 1505%) aOO sl ightly
less than orehalf for the latter
1~.7%).

Anethnicbreakdown of the
indigenous popuJation insorneof
those countries shows that inChile
thereis a predominance ofMapuches
(93%),and womenarealmost 49.3\

of thetotal.

InPanamá. the Guaymí represent
almost two tlurdsoltbecourary's
total indigenous people.Womt'n are
less Ihanorehalf (47.9%).

loanaiyzing the regíon'sethnic
corn positionbeyondits indigenous
popcladon. the rases of Brazaand
Cuba are worthnote.Al theend of
theeigbt ies in Brazil the populat ion's
deda ration regarding skin color was
Ihefollowing forboth sexes as a
.whole:55.8%considered themselves
white,38.6%brown. 5.1%blackand
0.5%yellowor Asiao. Women
showed asimilar proñ le lo ITIt'n, with
small differences inaslighlly higher
prcport ionofwhi te and astightly
lower proportion ofbrown.



POPULATlON ACCOROING TO ORAL LANCUACE

Only~ 1,_1!1.410 7.6
~¡rmarll 1Zl523 0.8
~_~ 10.66l.146 n.1
DWeas ¡nd othffl 55,723 Q.4

CornbinalioIll._ 2.6]5,#6__18J

ToQl 14.590,248 100.0

11 should be pcinted outthat the
informationonethnic compositionin
Brazil presents severalproblems of
different kinds:cultural, because it is
provded by theperson himseff and
of record because of the flexibility of
the catego-íes, especially the
'b rown" category which indudes
different kindsoí racial mixtures,
and until1991 il even included
indigenous people.
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POPUlATION 'S ETHNIC COHPOSITION , BY COLOR

ACCORDING TO SEX, IN BRAZIL ANO CUBA
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InCuba, botb sexesas a whole in the
early eighties dedared thernselves
65.9%white. 21.9%brownormestizo.
12.1%blackand 0.1%yellowor
Asian. Women's profile in Cuba IS
also similar tomen's, except that they
show aslightly lower proportionof
black population 11.8%for women
and 12.3%for meno

Allhoughthe difference could be
caused byhigher fe male mortalityin
Ihe black race. culturally biased
recordingby women ismore Hkely
We have lo considerthat the
difference between both sexesforthe
black race is offset by thehígher
proportion ofwomen thatdeclare
themselves tobe brown.

Regarding the lenguagespoken, in
Bolivia, the counlry with the highesl
proportion oíindigenouspopulation.
12.5%ofthe people oolyspeaktheir
native language and 42.2%also speak
Spanish. In Peru 7.6%onlyspeak
Quechuasnd approxirrately 19%
speaka combmationofnative
languages,dialectsand Spanish,
while 73.1%only speak Spanish.

Sl



MARITAL STATUS

M ost Latin American women
over 10, 12, 14 or 15yearsold.

dependingon thecalculetion ineach
country.Iiveinamaritalor
consensualunion whenoonsidering
the group ofmarr ied women.lOO the
groupofwomen living ina
consensual unión asa whole.The
highest percentages oímarried

woman in the region are 51.6%in
Argentina,48.5%inChile, 45.6%in
Costa Ricaand455%in Mexico.

I hecountrieswith thelowest

proportions ofmarried women are
Cuba (22.0%), the Dominican
Republic (245%), Nicaragua (26.6%)
and Panamá (27.7%), whicb intum
showthe highest levels ofconsensual
unionsthatexceed or equalthe
percentages oímarried women.

The married sta tus wesa majority in

slightlyless than hall ofthe countries
at theendof theeighñes, fo rboth
menandwomen.There isa
downward trend forthísstatus ifwe
compareil wilh the earlyseventies.

On Ih. olherhand, thestatuses 01
living inconsensual union,separated
and divorced werethe ones that
increased most frequeotly over the
period.

Womenliving inconsensualunions
acrounl for more than one outoí
every fíve intheDominican Republic

CHANGES IN POPULATION. BY MARITAL STATUS. ACCORDING TO SEX '"
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POPULATION BY MARITAL STATUS, MOST RECENT YEAR '"
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Thestatuses ofseparated and
widowed arecharecteri zed by the
factthat in all ofthe countriesthe
proportion ofseparated orwidowed
women issigmficantly higber for
women Ihanfcr menoBesides sorne
probJems inthe declaration, this ca n
be explained by the fact that wornen
remainseparated for a longer time
than men and that a larger proportion
oí them become widcws ala younger
agt' because theylive longer.

1281%1 and Ncaragua 117. \%),
countries where thís marital status
increesed significantly between the
seventies and the ninetiea This status
s alsoveryhigh inPanama{27.9%l
andCuba (20.9%), although in the
ast twocountries it wasa hule
higher in the early seventies.The
lowest percentages ofconsensual
unions are inChile (2.2%), Uruguay
(4.5%) and Argentina (6.7%).

W....., 10

•

•

"

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

"" .

w..... 10
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Thefour countries withthe highest
proportion or separated people also
have the highest proportion ofpeople
living in consensual umons
(Nica ragua, Panamá. the Dominican
Republic andCuba), with
percentages ranging from16.1 %for
the firstand 6.8%for tbe last.

Inal! the countries in theregión. the
percentages ofseparated wornen
double or triple the corresponding
percentages formenoWidows also
tripleorquadruple thepercestages of
widowers.

With theexception ofCuba, the
conntries showa lowproporlionof
single men and women, mainly
because women tend to enter intoa
marita lorconsensual unión atan
earlier age.

Nor.o 1.¡O""U ......_ue'..._ dl.. Otlthe T_Otl _ ss.
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POPUlATION'S MARITAL STATUS. BY SEX AND AGE

IN SElECTED COUNTRIES, ARO UNO 1915
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Whenanalyzlng the ma rital statusoí
the population by ege, weget a
dearer ideaoísorne oíthe diñerences
inthe behavior oíthe Iwo sexes.Iike
the terdency ofwomen mentioned
above loenrer intounions alan
eariier age.

POPULATION 'S MARITAL STATUS, BY SEX ANO AGE

IN SELECTEO COUNTRIE5, AROUNO ' 9IS

.e__ t1-~ ......

Inthe12-24age group, only 49%of
the women inNicaraguadeclare
themselves single compared to74%
ofmen:inEcuador the percentage of
single wornenin the same age group
is 67%compared to80% for men;and
inUruguay, wherewomen enter inro
unions al enolderage, thedifference
betweenmen .100 womenis the
lowest single women .100 95%
singe rren.

...-

......

...-

---URUGUAY, ItaS

ECUAOOR, 1912

PARAGUAY, I"!

"... ......

t:l-l4 . ",..

...

Therefore. the rertl.'otage ofmarried
women or women livieg in
consensual unions declinessharply
compared to the previcus age grou p.
This does not ba ppen inthecaseof
separated women, whereasthe
proportionofmarried menrernains
prectically tbesame.

Toa largeextent, women's greater
longevityexplains the sttuationfor
thatagE.' group, but it ca nalsobe
explained bytbegreater tendency of
menlo remarry.

In the 25-4-1 age grouptherrarned
status predommates, fol1owed by
couples Ii \'íng inconsensualunions
and single people.according to the
country Ihereisalso significant
growth intbe categoriesofsepa rated
and divcrred people.

In the 60 and over ,lge group, there is
obviouslya marked increasein
wrdowed people.The figure for
widows increases to30%ro 40%,
accordmg to the country compa red lo
10l to15%for wkíowers.

_ : o-u ....
l S6
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Mcmiage has shown a relative I1ARRIAGE NUHBER AND RATE

downward trend .01thirteen IN SElECTED COUNTRIES

countnes analyzed, eightreccrded a
significant drop inmamages al the
end ofthe eighnes and early ninenes In.

t. 1'" e '", ........
compared te the previousperiod. "'"'"' ....... ....... "'"'"' ....... ....... ....
whereestwo countriesshowed a - - - - ..- - ........,.. .. ,.. lJ*'ua
similar level and inthree countries - - -the number of marragesincreased.

ARGENTINA 1.1 5' ... (8G-9'1.)
6AAZJl ..., ~ 71 951136 " -Interms ofmarriage retesor number eH" 0<00' ,r 103.484 " 1.....'

ofrnamages per thousand COSTA lIJo. II .OH " 17.lO! ' B 22.703 ,. lB.'"-
inhabitants. the main decrease is

CUBA 115.160 '" 68.911 7.1 101.515 " (llG-901
OOMI NlCAN REP. 16.987 11 Ji.m 5.' 15.6042 u I~

shownin Argentina whichdrops ECUAOOI\ n.m 5.' <16.278 ,. '<5'" .. (7 1.7!...~)

from 7.7 to4.7 between 1970and MEXICO m.oeo ,.. 49],151 7.' 569.1 <16 " (~)-

1992,and the DominicanRepublic
NICARAGUA 7.'" 'B 11,171 ., J3.112 l5 .(8G-91)
PANANA 7JH " 16152 ' S nnr 53 .(EM:l-9O)

whichfalls from18lo23 between IWJ 21427 .. 114SO 57 18].88)

1970 and 1987. 1'"J""<Y 24.404 .. '7.5" 7.' ll.na " (81-87)

"""""" ..". 58 9l.6OO 66 11),1 25 .. lB''''
Oí the three countries where the " 0-

number ofmamages increased. the
caseofCosta Rica is worth noting.
There they increased from63 ,...,
marrages per tbousand tnhabitants IS

lo7.6 between 1970 and 1990.

Regarding Ihe number ofmameges, 11
~

Chile,Costa Rica,Cuba,Mexicoand ~

Uruguay record more than 7 !
marriagesper thousand inhabitanrs, , •

J
and Nicaragua and the Dominican
Republic, Iewer tha n4marriages per
tbousand inbabitants. • ,

l
Theminimum age byserlogel

~

•
married varies significantly among , J
the different countríesintheregión, i
from a minimum of12 years for jwomen and 14for rnen-with the O
parents' ccnsent- inChile. Ecuador, • • 2 1 e ] j 1 .f ! ~ 1

~ 1
u ó l ¡ 1 j I

Panamá. Paraguayand Venezuela. to
, ,. •e > • •u

!21 years old for both sexes in thecase
ofUruguay.

-~ -~ •
t. .'70 " '" .l
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CHANGES IN OIVORCE NUMBERS ANO RATES

IN SELECTEO COUNTRIES
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BRA21 n.rn
COSTA IUCA 2.010

aMA 24,655

DOt1INICAN RfP. 11.380,__

ECUADOR 2J]7

f"lXICO 21,674

N!CA.1lAGl..IA 1,(160

P"'~ 1.116

URUGJAY 41'17

VENmJEI.A 20.615

The reglenshows agrowing trend
toward divorce.Of tencounrríes
analyzed. the divorce rol le increased
insevenofthem between 19
and 1990,

Around 1990 Cuba. nas the highesl
divorce rete,with 37.1 divorces per
100 marriages and tbe Dominican
Republic has 301.4. Brazil has the
lowest divorce rolle with 3.6 divorres
P'" 100 marríages. followed by
México with 6and Ecuador with 10.

In the counrres where the divorce
rate isgrowing, Nicaragua showsan
increasefrom 6.2 re 11.6 divorces per
100 marriages; Costa Rica.anincrease
from 115 to13.9and Parama,en
increasefrom 10.9 lo14.2 divorces per
100 mamages.

'thecases ofCuba and tbe Domi nican
Republic are worthan additional
comment.becausealthough both
countnes nave the highest divorce
retesin the región, their beha vior is
individualanddifferentduring the
period beingstudied.Cuba maintains
asteadydivcrce rol le, although the
absolute numberofdivorces
increased by fifty percent -from
24,655 to37,646- because of the
increasein the number ofmamages
hum 68,94110 lCI.515dunng this
period oflime. In thecase of
Dominican Republic, on theother
ha nd.divorces were reduced byore
half but the rate decreased slightly,
whichcanbe explained by the
reduction In the numberofmamages
also byalmost one half -from 29,529
tolj,641· dunng thesame periodo

"



SIZE OF HOUSEHOLDS

1970-1990
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FAMILY AN O HEAO OF

HOUSEHOLO

Allhoughthc importanceof this kind
offamily has increased over the past
dccade. the heterogeneityofits
composition hasalsc increascd with
the prcliferationofsingle-parent
hornes and bornes with both spouses
and nochiidren.Complete nuclear
families.which include bothspouses
and child ren. continue to
predominale in this category

Familycomposition shows a clear
trend toward nuclear families, wbich
arefa milies with one orboth spouses
and with orwithoutchildrenln the
countriesbeingstudied this kind of
household accountsfor75%in
México,65%inArgentina and in
Venezuela, thecountry wíth the
lowestpercenlilge of nuclear íamilies,
it excceds 54%.

Bolivia,Guatemala and Méxicoare
among the fewcounrrieswhere the
average size of the familydid not

decrease.

In the 1970·1990 period, thc nu mber
ofpcople per familyinCosta Rica fell
from5.6 lo4.3; in Brazil the number
drcpped from5.1 lo4.2in thc same
periodo

There is adear tcndercy inmost
Latín American families toward

smeller size.This resul ts fromseveral
factors:fewer number ofchüdrenand
a reductionofmultigenerational
houscholds,aswell asaníncrcase in
single-parent fa milies and people
who Iive alone.

"



Next in importance are extended HOHES WITH WOHEN HEADS Of HOUSEHOLD

íamilies, which indude other IN URBAN AREAS , 1980_1990

relatives,although there isa trend 1_1
towarda reduction in households
madeupofmultigenerational Country Homes with female heads of houiIMol<!

families. Extended farnllies account ....... ....""
fo r30% of the lotal inColombia; 27% 1980 1'" •u
inVenezuela,and 17%in México, the •o

rouotr)" withthe lcwest proportionof ARGENTINA"' 11.1 21.1 §
extended Iamilies. e

BOlIVIA 26.2 !BRA2Jl <a7 20.1
Single-personhousehclds areinthird j
place.They have grownover the past DiILf 215 23.2--- ¡
decadedue lo the aging ofthe •,
population and the tendency of •

COI.OM8lA '" M' m
,

young people lopostpone theage "iwhen they form theirown fa milíes. COSTA RICA 21.9 2>7 •Single-personhousebolds accountfor C\-"' )4.1 j- - -
15%01 the total inUruguay, 14%in

ECUADOR 18.3 !
Argentina, andmuy 4%inColombia . --- •!
Compound househoids, wh ich GUAID1AlA 21,0 2 1.9 j
Includeene or morememberswho """00"'" 26.6 ~
are nol related toeneancther,

1represent12% in Venezuela, 10%in " EXlCO na 17.7

Bolivia, and only around 2%in !
Argentina and México. NICAAAGUA 3S.6 f•
There isagrowing proportion of

PANANA 24.5 24.7

ªwomenheads ofhousehold in La tin PARAGUAY· 22.0 20.1

Am érica, jusi under one ofevery four PERU · 23.6 19.3 ~
bouseholds in tbe region's urban J
areas.They have increased from 21 % •
around 1980 toapproximately 23%in DOMINlCANR. • 21.6 •- - ,
1990 inurba nateas. •I.OUGUAY llJ 25.5 •;

"!NE2UELA 21.9 22.1 !Someofrbe factors that determine ,
tbegrowth inwomenheads of

ª
household are the increase in lAll\l AMfIIJCA 21.0 22.7

single-parenl femilies, whichare j
madeupmaiolyofyoung or ma tute
women.and the increase in -,( I )~""""' ol s.-_

(21e.,......,... c__

(3IO- ........~ c.n........

single-person households duelothe
agingof the population, combined
with women'sgreater longevity and
thefact tbat theyare less likely to
enter intoanother marital or
consensual union.

"



Thecountrics witha higher HEAO OF HOUSEHOLO ANO FAH ILY RELATlONSHIP

proportionofhouseholds headed by IN SELECTEO COUNTRIES. LAST AVAILAIlLE YEAR

werren include Nicaragua with -epproximately 36%. Honduras c......, T.... T.... .... T....
with27%.and Bolivia with 26%. _ 1 ........ ........
Iherountrics with lcwer

_.
""'"" "'-_.. -percenlagrs01tbose households are --BRAla..(1919)

Mexico aOO Ecuadorwith18'100 and
T"" 107.... S'O ... lil " T .. l ' '000 .:1

Peruwith 19%. ""'* '-11 d hlMeh. ....,. ... ' 05 "' .. U '000 8
l1R tl&C!I d houselVd 41.4H.0 ..o 05 ,,.

"
,. '000 5

Bouseholds headed by women
CHllf (1 9921 ,
T"" ',SOI.I .., ". .... IU l.9 '1Il0 1sbowed thelargest increasein f-* '-:11 d bcMeh 1.0711 '" U '" ID U '1Il0

~ - 1\ fexiro. Argentina and Uruguay. MaitheI&di d hcudloId 7]2'H ". 27.4 "J '''' " 100,0
- - - - -

where tberewasanincrease ofmore COSTA RICA (1984) J

T"" UOll '" "" 61. 11.1 " 100,0 •
than three percenlage points over the ~ headI d hlueII. 1.11&4 ,U Jtl 'Il " J JJ 1000 •,
pest tenrem. /'We~ d hlueb:lld ,... '" os ... IU 17 1IIl ' 1CUBA. (1'l81)

T"" U II.O "J li' ... ' lJ U '00' rHouseholds headed be- women ---
F-* hmds d hauseh UJIJ ni 51.6 )(1 111 JJ 1IIl'

recorded signíñcantly lower presence ,.,. NadI.d hous8dd 1]7" "., " ... ,.,
" '1Il0 j-- -~

ofa p.artner competed lo those PAtW1A (19'10)

TO" I}'" 9<, IU .., 21.4 ' .0 '000 !
beadedbymenoPorexa mple. in - -F-* hndI (1/Iw:ueh. J<l , ~.• " 14. m .. 1000 ¡
Brazil in 1989 only 2.8\ ofwomen

-
M¡RheadleI~ 1.4J7J '" n. "" '" l.9 1000 •

heads 01household lived with a PARAGUAY (I'l82J •,
pattner ina consensual union,

T"" la, '" 'u '" '" " '1Il0---
Feo:nW hadI el lloo.Rh. ." ... 00 14' l16 " 1000 •

whereas91.4%oí menheads of
- _. .- -

.1MM lladJ d howelloId
,., 9<1 lOJ 61.0 '1.1 " 100.0

houschold did so. In Cuba, wherc
these differencesbetween the sexes

HEAO Of HOUSEHOLD. IlY HARITAL STATUS
are smaller, 25%oí womenheadsof IN SELECTED COUNTRIES. LAST AVAILABLE YEAR
household lived with a partner in a

'_1
consensual unión, whereas83%of
men heads ofhousehold did so. e...., ...... """"""" --- ...... - .,........ ...... ~ .......
Fromanother point ofview, witha

COSTA RICA(1984)
(j

T""
fewexceptions. female headsof - - 8FemaIe h9ds (1/hoo.Jseh. ,.,

" '" ' 7J " 100,0

household are mainlydivorced, MM hud!.d hoI6ehoId ,.. 'JJ ti u I.T 100. s
- - u

widowsorsingle, whereas male CUBA (19M) •
T"" ... lSJ l.7 U t1.7 100,0

Iheadsofhousebold are FernIII '-is el 10Mb. "J '" U lli na 100,11

predominantlymarried orhve in ,.,. '-li elhouHtdd ... ' lO lJ lO U 1000

consensual unions. DO"INICAN IW'. (198llI J

T"" Jl.I .., .,
" 14.7 01 'oo. íF-* huds el holMh. U '" 19 ll .4 '" 01 'oo.- •

~ laS d houHhoId JU "J .. U U 01 lOO>

~GUATEMALA (1989)

T"" 1--""'* huds el hcueII. IU 7J 61 ... no 1000

!'1* huds el houseiloId
,

PERU (I98I) 1
TO" !-""'* lad:I el llouIdL 29.2 .. 192 JOJ 101 Il '1Il0 !-- - -
".'-li el hDozseIlo/d '" 103 t.• " u " 100. •

---- ----
iVEHEIUELA (1981)

TO" ..a 1Ll 101 " .. os 100.«1
>

~ '-h dhcloMtt.. " 119 19' JlJ l6J ., ' 00' 1"'* hmds el hcMddd .. ~9.7 no IJ l.' Ol ' 00'
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eñnAmerican women's

participatioo inthe Iabour
fo rce has beendetermtned by

lhepa ttern; of sccioeconomic
developmeet prevailing in their
ccuntries andby the statusof tbeir
gender.Unlike men wcrren have
gererally participated in two ways:
working inlhe heme and working in
the public sphere.

Due locultural reasors that apply lo
theregíon asa whole, Latin América
hasgiven riselo thesame pattem of
sexual división of labour as the res!of
Ihe world . Under this scheme,
women are respcnsible for
housework,and men are responsible
focactivities considered inherently
economic. Asageneral ru le,
therefore. wornen perfomt household
chores and take rare cf the famlly
regardless ofwhether they pa rticipate
in the1300urmarket oc nor.

Consequently, the distinclive featu re
efwomen's involvement in the
laoour force is lheirnml lo
harmonize labour·marke! rela te<!
activilíes-whethertheyare
performed inside oroutside the
home- with theactivilies that resull
fromtheir res¡xmsibility for
household ChOfes.

Horeover, thefaet lhatonlya limite<!
SE't 01 activil ies isconvenlionally
considered "eronomic"·base<! ona
concept thal emphasizes the
mercantile nature01anyocrupation
(j.e. workperformed in exchange for
compensalion inmont>y or in kind ~

has meant lhal they aretheooly

-..,
WORK

activities considered in the nar ional

accountrng, and thatcompensenonis
whatdetermineswhetber an
individual ís deemed to be"active"
or rct,Thus, no velueisasstgred lo
what houseworkcontributes totbe
national econom)' ineachcountry
whichalsc applies to the rontribution
madebywomen lo society's physical
prod ucl.

Similarly, whenanalyzingwcmen's
parricipaticn in the laboursphere. it
is necessary lo poi ntout that, despite
current mtemationaldefinitons and
recornmendations. the dala available
al present -especially the infcrmation
supplied by population censuses
significantlyunderreports women's
partidpation ineconorníc activities.

The aboye isdue to inadequate
questicnnaires, poorly trained
interviewers and, mainly lo the fact
that women define themselves as
inactive even when,by definition.
lheyarecarrying outeconomic
aclivHies. As mentionedaboye, trus
ismostly lhe resultofcultural
patlems Ihatassignwomen to lhe
roleofhousewives, which isnol
viewedaswork.

Despite the difficullies in measuring
thesituation referred loaboye,
availabledatashows lhal in i..atin
America women navejoined the
¡abour IT\drke! in impressive
numbers. Undoubtedly, thisisone of
lhe most spectdcularandsignificant
changes experienced by latin
Arnerica in recentdecades.

"

At present, tbis pbencmenonIs

c1early evidenlinthe daüylife 01
cities and major urban centers. where
women'sentry into the tabour rrarket
nas beenparticularly noticeable in the
past three decades.especally in trade
andservices.Thisís.precisely, ene of
themost outstanding features of the
urbanizanon process in the regían.

üata Jrom thepopulationcensases in
191.alin Americancountries indicares
that the number oferonomically
active women increased more than
three limes in the 1960-1990 period
(181057 millicn), whereas the
numberofeconomically active men
did notevendouble (it rose from80
lo147million).

Ra tesofeconomic activity reñect the
higher increase in women's

participaticn ccmpared tomen's.I n
tbe period mento nedaboye,
women'srete ofactivity grew from
18.1% to 27.2%, whereasamong men
the rolle fe ll from 775% lo70.3%.

A1though lhese figures showthe
general lrend in theregion, sorne
major diff~rences exist among
counlriesastoIhe currenllevel 01

women's inyolvemenl in thelabour
101'Ct' and Ihe speed wilh wruch this
phenomenon hasevolved. lnsorne
countries, omsus-recorded activity
ratesremain below m <e.g.
Guatemala), while inothers it is
around 40% for 0111 women01
workingage (Uruguay).

For instance. Bran!,Cuba, Mexko
,lOO Uruguay recorded increases of 12



percentage poinls ormore in
wornen's activity rates in the past two
decades, whereas in Argentina,
Ecuador, Gualemala, Panamá and
Peru the raterose by less than 5
percenlage points.

Women's increasing involvemenl in
economic activities can be seen inthe
share theyrepresentofthe tota l
economically active population
(EAP). Thisshare has risen
syslema lically fromthe 19605lodate.
In19LatinAmericancounlries, the
percentageofwornen inthe EAP
increasedfrom 19.1%in 1960lo28.1 %
in 1990.

Takingcensus-underreporting inlo
account and using the mosl recenl
dalafrom household surveys, the
conclusionis that one out ofevery
threeeconomically active individuals
in La tin América isa woman, The
proporlionissignificanlly lower in
countries with la rger rura l
populalions.

Women'semployment díffers
markedly from men's employmenl in
all spheres ofthe job structure,
Differences are expressed in the
unequal distributionofactive men
and women in sectorsorlines of
business, and alsoamong job
ca legories, professional groups and
trades.

The typica lemploymenl profile for
women shows a high percenlage
working in the service sector (60
80%),followed by a much lower
percentage in industry 05-25%l, and
generallya very small fraction in
agriculture or the primary sector.

Sectoraldistributionofemploymenl
is more balanced for men; the highest
percenlage is employed in industry
and, cornpared lo wornen, a
considerably smaller fractionworks
in the service sector,

Regarding jobcategories, thereare
major differences froma gender
perspective between salaried and
non-salaried workers. In virlually all
La tin American countries, mostof the
active population ofbothgendersare
salaried workers, although women
fa ll into this ca legory more frequenlly
than menoThis is generally the case
because men tend loengage in
independenl work more frequently,
asself-employed individuals and
parlicularly as bosses oremployers.
Women, on the other hand, engage
more frequently than men in
unremuneraled household work.

The conspicuous jobsegmentation
between genders helps loexpla in
why salaried jobsare curren tly the
calegory wornen fall into most
frequently.They engage in certain
occupations that entail asalary, i.e.
housekeepers, teachers, relail c1erks
and secretaries, jobs that representa
very high percentage of the women
EAP.

In the past decade, only two job
groups expended their share ofurban
wornen's employment-professionals
and lechnicians,and trade
employees.They represenl lhe two
extreme patternsassumed bychanges
inwomen's employmenl in the
regionduringthe1980s. The firs t
pattern sterns from theimprovement
inwomen's chances to enter the

64

labourmarket becauseof the
expansion ofsecondary and higher
education, which increased their
participation inprofessional and
technical jobs.Thesecond one reflects
the need ofless educated women to
enter the labour force inorder toadd
to fa mily incorne, which dropped
severely during the yearsofeconomic
crisis and structuraladjustment.
Women worked mainlyas self
employed individuals in informal
trade activities and, loa lesser extent,
as retailc1erks.

Avery significantshare ofthe
wornen's labour force in Latin
America, whichin sornecounrries is
even higher thanils men counterpart,
isabsorbed by the informalsector
where levels ofjobskills are very low
ea rnings are meager, and working
conditions are extrernely precarious.
Thereason thatsomany wornen
workin thisarea is not on1y due to
thesheer magni tude ofthe informal
sector, butalso thedifficulties many
ofthem face inoblaining salaried jobs
in the formalsector duelotheir dual
role.

Figures on open urban
unemployment indicate that women
generaUy experienremore díffi culties
than men with regard lo
employment.This is reflected in
higher unemploymentrates for
women than for men inmost Latín
American countries, despi tethe fact
that more unemployed women than
menare likelyloadrnit thal they are
inactive, Thistrend is more
pronounced in limes ofcrisis, when
theranks oftheunemployedswell,



In1 O, open unemployment among
wornen arnounted to .3%onthe
average, more than one percentage
point higherthan unemployment
figures formen(7.0%). With few
exceptions, statis tics indicare thal
rising unernploy rnen t in theregion
during the 19805affected both
genders, particularly young wornen.

Between 1980and 1990, the average
open unemploymentrate among
wornen 15-24 ear ofage ro e frorn

14.3%lo21.0%, whereas among men
the increa e wa much lower: from
15. %to 17.6%.

InLatin America, women earn
substantially le s than men for their
work,The differencecan be blamed
onboth job-related di crimination
(women eldomhaveaccess lo
higher, better paid positions)and on
outright wage discrimination for
equal jobs,

Dataon totalurbanernployrnent
hows that, in theearly 19905,

women's income averaged barely two

thi rd ofwhat men earned,and le s
than three íourth (72.5%) when the
comparison was made with salaried
worker .

Ingeneral terrns, improvement in
women's educa tíonal level lead lo
higher wage increa esthan for rnen
only up to the levelofhigh school
graduate . Education beyond high
school is ignifiea ntly more beneficia!
formen than for women. because
mengainaccess to higherpositions
and better paying jobs moreoften
than women,

The relation hip betweengenderand

education-ba edwagedi paritie
remainedunchanged throughout
the 19 O. partícularl inurban
arcas, although ome count ries
showed trends toward a reduction
in inequali ty.This took place,
however, in thecontext ofa
reduction inearned income for the
population asa whole.
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PARTlCIPAT IO N IN

THE ECON O H Y

Themassive inflowoí women
intothe labour marketis

undoubtedly one of thc most

spectacularand significant changes
expcnenced by Latín American
countries inrecent decades.

Al prescnt, this phencmenon is
quite evident in thedaily life of cines
and large urban centers where. in
public spheres. thepopulation comes
into contact withwomenmore
frequently than with men.especially
inactivities related lo tradeand
servrces.

Women's increased pattcipation
inthe labour markct has been
especially noriceable as of the
earty 196Os.Sincc then it has
becomeene ofthe mostsalient
featuresofthe urbanization proress
in the reglen

Despite the factthat figureson
women's pa rticipationin econornic
activities are significantly
underreported·asexplaíned inIhe
chapteron remarks en

merhodoogy- women's entry intc the
labour market has followed adear
upward trend.

Dala basedon informationfrom
populationccnsuses conducted in 19
Latin American countries shows that
in just threcdecades -fmm1960 lo
1990- thc nurnber ofeconomícally
active womenincreased more than
three times (211 %), whereas the
number ofeconomicallyactive men
did not doubJe (84%).

FiguresindicateIhat economically
active women numbered about18.5
million in the late19;Qs, whereas by
the early1990s their ranks had
swcllen to57mH!ion.Ontheother
hand. theeconomically active men's
population (PEA) grewover the same
period fromapproximately80 million
to 147.7million.

The more repid increase in women's
partidpatlon ineconcmic activiües
compared to men isreñectedin tbe
actívity rates, i.e. the percentageof
activewomen Iemployedand

unemployed) oftbe total numberof
working agewornen,aged 10 and
over, From1960 to1990, the overall
women'sactivity ratc in19 Latín
American countries dimbed from
18,1 %to27.2%, while the men's rate
dropped Irom 775%lo70.3%,

A CT IVIT Y RATES. ACCOROING TO SEXo 1990
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ECONOHICALLY ACTIVE POPULATION ANO ACTIVITY RATE5. BY SEX " 50 · 1"0
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Allhoughthe massive entry of
women inlo thelabour force isa
.....idespread trend inLatin Am érica.
thereareobvious differences among
countries. Over the past two decades,

rates ofwomen'sactivity in Brazil.
Cuba.Meneo and L:ruguay, for
instance,increased 12 or more
percentage poínts. wheteasthe tates
in Argentina, Ecuador,Guatemala,
Panamá and Perú increased less than
5 percentage points.On theother
hand, inBolivia,Chile, Hond urasand
Venezuela there were ircreases
similar tothe regionalaverage -eight
percentage points between 1970 and
1990 Cfrom19.2%'0 271%1.

LatinAmericanwomen's growing
tendency loparticipate in economic
activitíes,atleast insofaras it is
currentlydefined inconceptual and
operetionalterms, isevidenced by the
proportion that women represen!in
theoverall EAP for bothsexes, which
has nsen systemancally from the
19.5Lls lo thepresent,

censusdala reveals that, in 19 Latía
American countries, the percentageof
women inthe entireeconomically
active populatíon grew from 21.9\ in
195<1'028.1 %in 1990. From 1960 lo

Im·a period for whichmore
comparable figures exíst-the íncrease

iseven bigber: from19.1%1028.1%.
Takingintoeccount census-related
underreporti ngand using more
recentestimares from hcusehcld
surveys, it turns outthatone outof

every three economically active
persons inLatín America isawcman,

Despite thesharp increase in the
women EAP from the 195AJs onward.
in theearly 19905 only Lruguay
recorded a women EAPofalmosl
m .Excepr fo rCuatemala-where
the rate was 15.6%· figures ranged
from m lo35%inall the other Latin
American countries, muchlower than
the tatesfor menln 1990,lh¡> latter
showed minordifferences among
countries and hovered around the
70%mark.

Diñerences inparticipation inthe
work force betweenmenand women
persist insolar asthe indigenous
population is conremed. Data from
three LatinAmerican counrries
(Chile, Guatemala and Paragua)')
shows that, while fourout of fi ve
wcrking-age mee are active. the
figu redrops looreoutofevery ñve
for working-age women. Low
women's participation retes in this
case arepartly duelomore frequ¡>nl
underrefCrlingoferonomically
active women in rural ar¡>as, whichis
wh¡>re lh¡> indigI'nouspopulationis
roncenlraled.

lNDIGENOUS POPULATION , BY SEX , CLASSIFIED

ACCORDING TO ACTIVITY STATUS IN CHILE, GUATEMALA

ANO PARAGUAY, LAST AVAILABLE YEAR

Botfl ~." M~ Wo~n \1 /Total
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The proportionofwomenin the total PERCENTAGE Of WOHEN IN THE ECONOHICALLY ACTIVE

ofeconomicallyactive person.s ís POPULATION. EAP. 1950.1"0

lower in countries with larger rural
populations.Thus, in Ecuador,Guate-
mala and Honduras, forexample. it e-u, I' SO "lO 1' 70 ItIO 'm
rangesfrom17%lo 22~, This ís no!
only accounted for bystatistical AA""""'" JO, 21.1 14J ID 27.'

underreportingofwomen'sactivity 8OlM' 41.7 ".• 1I1 24.7 JIU- - -- -
inrural areas,but also bythepro- """- 15,4 17,' lO< 27. ".•- - --

QO.I '" llO m llO lO<
blems inherent in measuring 1'.'0-

--- --

men'sempioyment ininformalactivi- COLOMBIA ", 19.4 21. " .l .19--
COSTA RICA IS,S '" '1< lO.' 21'

ties. which isconsiderable in these cw. '1' ,u 11' JO, llJ

countries. 0ClI1NC.'N ID. '" _ I.OJ_ lU l ID laO

ECUADOR ". 'B ,.. It ,5 21.9
Afurtberpossibleassumption istbat a SAl.VADOII ,.. 112 lO ' m 25.1 ;
dífferentíationbetweenwomen's and QlA7tIWA )97 " 2 'B 16' lO' imen's rolesis evenmoreacule in

HOt<llAAS '" ,1\ 111 ,.. 171

relatively less deve ioped countries MEXlCO III ,.. ", 272 29.1
~"'-'AAQIA IU II I lOj 27.' lH

where (he process ofurbandevelo-
''''''''' l!.• lO ' B] 26.8 laO Iprrent isless advanced.Thisresults ---
PAAAQJA!.. 21,' 21,' 21.0 15.0 H.4

Jin a larger percentege ofwcmen who

""" J1j 21.8 27! lal l19 .lare devoted exdusively(or statethey ---
URUGUAY '<1 1' 4 171 ns JI! gare) ro householdchores.Suchactívi-

---
V!Nm<LA 241 l U 1I1 B' lt .

ties are deemednoneconomic for
LATIN~ u 1',0 2I.l l§l 11.1

jmeasuringpurposes and. therefore,
these womenare dassiñed as inacüve No<. , 00.. _ popuio""" >cM 10 ..... _

from astatisncal viewpoint.

lnteresti ngly enough,strong women's • LAnN.fJ"IEIm:A • HONDUI'lA5,. ,.
partidpation inthe total EAPin

• •Nicaragua in the late 19&1s (34.4%)
was partlyduete the milila ry • •
conüktwhích drained prod uction • •
sectors ofmen worken • •

' N ' N ". ' N ' N ' N ' N ". ' N 'N

In the case ofCuba, the33,7%sba re
ofwomeninthe total EAPin llA} , """' , UIIUGUA'l''. '.-ie. highertban theregionalaverage

• •of28.1%. ispartlythe resultofa
deliberare policy. h was implemented • •
bytbeCubangovemment in orderlo • •
hove women join the labour force, • •
aOO itdatesback lOthe late19({1s.

' N ' N ,m ' N ' N 'N ' N ,n, ' M 'N

Tbiseüon even meant issuing
resohmons Isuch as Resolution47

_.~

_.~

íssuedby tbe Labour Ministry) which
gavewomen priorityincertain jobs.
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SlatislicaUy, Uruguay isthecountry
where women have attained the
híghestreteof pa rticipation inthe
labourmarkel inLatin Am érica .This
seems lo be the rcsult ofUruguay's
early modemiza tion ofproduction
and urbandevelopment. I hese twc
factors nave helped women gain
greater work-rclated visibilítyas they
progressively joined the Jabour
markct assalaried workers or
increascd thcir inccme-eamíng
economic nctivífies in urbanand
rural áreas.

The rapid growth ofLatin Amenca's
women EAp, particularly whcn
compared with the men EAP, is

brought lo l igbtthroughthe increa
sed retesforthe period 1960-1 990.
During this period women'srate of
entry into the labour market spcedcd
up losuchanextcnt that, forcvery
100 Latín Americanwomen recorded
aseconomically active in1970, thcre
were252 in1990. In the case ofmen,
bowever, for every 100 activemenin
1970 there werc 168 in1990.

Inall la tinAmericancountries, the
growth rateof the EAP forboth sexes
farsurpassed the tateoftotal popula
tiongrowth. While the population
grewalenannualaverage rate of
2.2% ina1l 19 countries,women EAP
increased by4.7%and menEAPin-

creased by anannualaverage of
26%.

TheEAPgrowthreteswere also
strongly influcnced bytheprocess of
demographic transition inthe
countriesinvolved.Gencrally
speaking,countries that were
considered lobe experícncíng full
blown ormoderare Iransilion inthat
pcriod had agc structures that
helped the EA Pgrow ala faster rate
duetohigh percentages ofyoung
people (aged 15 1024) in the
populatíon.

ExamplesofthiswereBrazil,
Honduras, México, Nicaragua and

RATIO OF ECO NOHICALLY ACTIVE POPULATlON GROWTH. BY SEXo 1970_1990 '"

,.......,
Womt n M..n

MEXICO 256.5 99.0- - - - - - -
NICARAGUA 2512 66.9
- --
HONDURAS 235.0 98.)
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~ --
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8AAZlL 17'oH 70.8--
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Venezuela,countries thethad the
highestEAP growthretesfor both
sexes over the past twcdecades in the
reglen.Argentina, Chileand
Uruguay, whichwere inan advan
ced stage ofdemographic transition,
wereat the opposite extreme with
very lowEAP growth rates.

EAPgrowth was even sharper in
urban ateasand largecines. lts effect
en the labour merket primarily
affected young people seekíng their
first job. In the 19 .lowgrowth
tatesin tbesupply oí rew jobs
resulted insignificant increases in
opeo and concealed unemploymenl
tates.a situatíon thataffect ed women
mostseverely

Severa!studes coincidein pointing
out tbat measurementsoíwomen's
invclvement ineconomic activities
basal enhousehold surveysare less
affected byunderreporting than
measurementsprepared accordtng lo
populationcensuses. Regre tta bly
since systematkhousehold surveys
inrrost Latin Americancountries
onlybegan inthe mid-1970s, thereare
no long-terrn historica l series on
pa rticipatlonineccncmic activities
by gender,

GROWTH RATE Of ECONOHICALL y ACTIVE POPULAT10N

BY SEXo 1910-1990
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WOHEN'S ECONOHIC PARTtCll"ATION IN 5ELECTEO

COUNT"IES LAST AVAILA8LE YEAR

(BASEO ON HOUSEHOLO SURVEYS)

WOHEN 'S ECONOHIC PARTlCIPATION IN URBAN AREAS

IN SELECTED COUNTRIES ,LAST AYAILABLE YEAR

(BASED ON HOUSEHOLO SURVEYS)
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Nevertheless,women's particípanon
levels should be analyzed according
temore recentda ta collected through
regionalhcusehold surveys.The data
shows that women accounted for 30%
lo 40% 01the national EAP in the
early 1990s.There isalso a suspicíon
that these figures are underesnma ted.
partieularly because ol
underreporting offigures on
economic particpatíon among
women inrural áreas.

Whenretes ofeconomic pa rticipation
areexamined. which is the
percentage ofwomen whc are part oí
the EAP compared to the overall
number ofworking-agewomen
(determinedona percounrry basis
covenng a rangefrom 7to 15 years of
agej, householdsurveysshov that
the raes fluctuare between 30 and
j()% .Upresent in Latín Americe. and
that thereare major differences
amongcountries. The exceptíon is
Guatemala, with a lower rolle of
24.5%for active women aged lO and
over, and 29.0% íf the cakulation
incluéeswomenaged J5and over

Al[ statistical data shows that the
percentage ofactiveworren inrhe
eggregate EAPrises when itrefers
onlytooües or urban ereas The
increese ís related lo thedegree of
urban-ruraldifferentiation that exists
inearhcountry, and also to the
importance of ruralemployment with
regard lo total national figures.

Incountries where the gap between
the countryside and thecity issti ll
considerable and ruralemplcyment is
anirnportant facto r, like Guatemala,
outstanding diflerences persist.
Cuatemalan womenrepresent amere
25.5%oí thenafiona l EAP(the lowest
inLatín Americal, but theyaccount
for36.8%of the urban EA!' (a
standard figureinregionalterms).
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Undoubtedly, these particípation SPECIFIC ACTIVITY RATES, BY SEX

tates are quite lowcompa red lo those ACCORDING TO AREA OF RESIDENCE ,

for men. which are around 80% 1910-1990

region-wide. However, itshould be (kxn pet tu"odr"J

kept inmird that the gender Country Urilan ,,,"
differerces are actually lower duelo 1970 ,.., lO" 1970 ,.., lO"
signiñcant underestimationoflabour

ARGENTINA 80thInM ~9.2 "" ~7.6 49.1 ~9.~ ~7.6

participationdata on women. Atthe w_ 26.7 26.2 27.1 IH ,.. '"
same time, it shoutd beborne inmind M~ 71' 71.4 ... n. tn 7U

~-_ .-

tha! tbe long-terrn trend ísstill fo r
BOUV. 80thleX e1 "., ~ , 0.6 "" 49.1 S1J

w~" 2U 1.\ . ' a< '" 20.2 'B6
womento join the labou r force ata M~ ~. ~. , su "'.• 7B.1 ,,.

-
high, increasing ratewbile men's BRAZlL 80thInn 0.1 " .0 51.B m 49,4 4U

W_ l25 30.B m ,>1 175 19.0
acüvityTales tend todecline sligbtly, M~ ~.3 70.3 70.B n. '" 77J

therebynarrowing the gapbetween
._ - -

CHILE 80thInel "'. 41.1 ") <l7 U. 47.7

tbe sexes.
w_ 20.B '" ,..

" 117 14,B

M~ u., 'IJ 65.4 71.9 675 ,<1
COLO MBIA '"'" .~ 4lB " .0 47.6 45.6 47.9 ".3

Trends inwomen EAP retes, byarea, w_ 1.\.' ~. ns '06 21.4 21.9

showthat theyheve joined the labour
M~ ~-' 61.6 ~.O 75.9 70.4 69.2

COSTA RICA Both ¡exel " .a 45.3 41.1 . \.0 ... ...,
force very energetically over the past w_ ae 26,B 27.9 ••• '25 14.6

two decades inbothrural andurban M.. " .0 ." 67.9 76.1 n.B 781-
Both~xel .,O 45,9 ". ." 39.] 47.2

ateas. Urbanwomen'sinvolvement in w_ ' 9.9 31.1 J8,2 •• 15.7 ll.O

labour,however, isslill significantly ",o ... 61.4 67.7 &7.5 ...• ...,
higher thanruralwomen's is.

OOMINICAN Ro. Bothlex~ ... ". 55,1 n s 50.3 50.5
W~.. 26,B JD 35,9 ll.O 21.5 lIJ
M~ 695 71,2 75.l 78.' '" 75.9

ECUADOR 4Ü no- ". 4J]Ina comparison between economk Both~xn 45.4 '"
partkipation inrural and urban

W~.. lO' U I 24,& as 10.4 11.9

".. 65.7 ~. .,. n.o n B ' 25
ateas, it ísnecesS<lry tereccgnize that

- - --
ElSALVADOR 8oth~xn " O 49.6 49.3 49.6 ~ 7.6 46,0

the manner inwhich people become W~.. J 1.2 3J.2 J4.9 '26 12,4 "'M~ 712 69.0 66.7 816 81.2 78.7
activediffers enormously

_ . ----
GUATIHALA Bod> sexu 45.J 41] ~SJ "., 41.5 41.9

partieularly in tbecaseofwomen. Women 2lJ 21.6 25.l . a " 85

Thus, for mstance, women's
MM ... ." 67.0 00-' 74.1 73.0

HONDURAS 80th sexes 45.0 4U 5ll 45,6 '" ...
involvement in rural áreas is w_ 1.\.7 27.9 !l' •., a.' 11.0

frequentiy Iinked toprod uction for M.. .... 67.9 73.9 8lJ BU 'H- -
family consurnption and not to

MEXlCO 80thIn!! 39.7 47.J 49.9 4 1 .~ \O' 51.6
w_ 16.6 27.6 " a 110 233 24,4

mercantile activities inexchange for a M.. ~.O 67.9 69,9 .., 7S.J 76J

salary as is usually the case in urban NICARAGUA 80thsexes 41.9 .. O 49.7 '" " .5 49.7
w_ 26.0 )J.6 J7.9 " 18,4 2S.l

areas. Likewise. tbe figuresdonct M~ lO' U 9 ~.I n .l 77.2 76'- ._--
~reflect how long the usual workday 'mAMA 80thIUel 521 ." 49.2 ... 41.9 '"

lastsorthe Iact that participation in
w~" J6.1 JJ.1 J6.0 117 "' 110 g
M.. 69.0 lO ' 615 77.7 ... ...3

agrkultural artivities is limited to PARAGUAY 80thsexel e., 50.2 50,B 45,4 52' 526 j
seasonal work. w_ 29.5 ~ a lBO "' 21] '"M.. 69.2 73.4 75,0 ,6.8 78.5 n5 i

~,u 80thleXel "a 45.J 46,9 49,9 ~B.6 " .1 >•From1970 lo 1990, women'sactivity w_ 1.\ , 26~ 28.3 27.2 2!>.2 25.6 1
M.. ~ 5 64.2 65.1 71' 70.4 70.5 •

tatesin La tin Americanurbanareas ---- fURUGUAY 80th sexes 41_5 .., 51.7 510 55.3 59.9
grew 6.5 percentage points on the W_ 27.1 JJ.4 " .1 17.1 24-8 H' 1average (from25.1 %lo31.6%), M.. 6'16 ~. ~ . 77.9 1'-6 ns

veNEZUElA 80th¡.exes '" 44,5 47.6 "" 3B.4 "5 jwherees in rural áreas the retes
w~~ 216 247 29.2 •• ., 115

increased 6.9 percenrage points (from MM m ~ . 665 ~.7 610 65.0

~-

12.3%to 19.2%), Neverlheless, lhe LATlN AMERlCA 80th¡.eXel 450 464 489 .., ... ...
¡Simple l .-engel w_ 25,1 283 Jl4 IZJ 16.4 19.2

proportion ofwomenEAP inrural ",o ".7 " .0 67.5 76.5 738 7~.4 j
areas innational lotals hasdropped
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due loaccelera ted urban
development in moslcountries.

Genera1Jyspeaking, in bothccntexts
-urbanand rural-the steep
diffemnces inthe artivityrafes oímen
and womendecreased .ahhoughin
overall regional terms thegap
narrowedmore notireebly inrural
areas.Around 1970, women
accounted for 27%of the urban EAp,
and thisfigure gre\\l to 32%by 1990.
In rural áreas, however, figures
climbed from13%to20%inthe same
periodo

The pronounced growth ofwomen's
partícípatíon in labourin ruralateas,

which inmanycountries was even
higher than urban figures (Bolivia,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Nicaragua,
Paraguayand Uruguay), is linked te
the economic transformation that

tookplace in those areas.The
decreasing importance ofagnculture
and produetion forfamily
consumption. coupled with the
growth inservice-relatedactivífies
and salaried jobs, have made íteasier
for women te enter the labour
rnarkel. At the same time, this has
made their participation more
"visible"and helpedimprove
measurementofemployrnent, the
rebydecreasing the underestimation
oí numbersofactive women.

Theabove isevident when
examining the fa irly lowwomen's
activityratesinrural áreasin
Ecuador, ElSalvador, Guatemala,
Hondurasand Panama (which range

from 8%lo 13%comparedlothe19%
average for Latín Americe), countríes
where traditionalagricultural
activities carrysignifican! weight.

5PECIFIC ACTIVITY RATE5, BY 5EX

ACCORDING TO AREA OF AE51DENCE , 1990
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Wheneccnomic partidpation is
analyzed according lo thedifferent
agfgroups inthe pcpulation.
substantieldifferences between men
and women are evideetonce more,
Figures from population censases
and household sUlw yspointloa
common pattem. women's
participation rates peak between the
agesof25 and 29 and decrease
moderately thereafteruntil agf SO, ln
ue case ofmen.however, labour
involvementcontinúes onanupwe rd
curve uptoage 35anddrops
progressively afterward.

SPECIFIC ACTlVITY RATES,

BY SEX AND AGE GROUPS, 1"0

•
•
•
•
~ ; a ~ ~::~ ~~l l 1::~~: : ::2 11 ~¡:~:: :~:: 1 ~...,.-

ECUADOR-

The cecease inwomen's acnvíty
Ta les invirtuatly ,111 countries, from
about age 25 onwards, isrelated lo
the fact thatfrom thatageonmany
womendevore themselves
completely to household and fami ly
chores (whicharestatis tically
considered noneconomic).This
phenomenonisalscreinforced by fhe
factthst manywomenstate that they
are "economically inactive" beca use
theyengage primarily in housework.
rega rdless ofwhetheror not they
sporadically or penodically engage in
economic activities insideor outside
the home.

"'~"'It; '"' & l " ' ll "'l& && ",", s ll. r. ,e If".=l -L= "' .

•
'l : a ~ ~ :: ~ : ~j ~ 'l ; a : ~ ::~ : 11 ~

AIactworthnoting, however, is tha t
thedecrease inactivity tatesstartíng
alage 25 ís modé rate.and alsc that
these tatesdrop sharply onJy from
age SO onward.Tlusshows that a
signiñcant percentege ofwomen who
enter thelabour market donot
withdrawonaccountofmarriage or
motherhood . Furthermore. figures
showthat the highest percentages of
economic participation are found in
women aged 20 to34. Ibese are
childbeanng years,a lime when it is
mOS! difñcuft lo recorcle household
cbores withlabour rrarke t- related
work.
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SPECIFIC ACTIVIT Y RATES, BY SEX AND AGE GROUPS, 1990

Country A¡e r~19 A¡el0-24 A¡e U-19 A¡e]O-H A¡e4Q-.44 A¡i! 4S-49 A¡e$O-S4 A¡e60-U A¡e6S-69
w..-. Mon WCtMr\ /'leo w_ /'leo W"""" i"Ien W"""" Meo W""'"" Mon W"""" Mel1 W"""" ,..,.. w"""" ,.-.
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SPEC1FIC ACTlV1TY RATES.

BY SEX AND AGE GROUPS. ' ' '0

I heaboye features arecommon lo
both ruraland urbanateas in Latín
Americe,eltboughactivityrafes for
ruralworrenaresigniflcantly lower
inallage groups.

Another interesting facl is the modesl
activiry rate among you ng people,
particularlyamongwomen inIhe15
lo 19agegroup. In1990. the i1verage
ac ti vity tateinurbanateas in the 19
Laün Americancouetries wasonly
22.9\ , and il ínc eased lo 48.3\ in the
caseofwomen aged 2510 29.The
difference has beccme more evident
inrecent yearsdue lo both mcreased
schoohng inseccrdary ard higher
education and theíncreased tendency
ofurban womenlo jcin tbe labour
market aseducatícnallevels improve.
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EMPLOYMEN T

S T RU CTURE

There are marked differesces
between women'semplcymcnt

and men's employrrental alllevels of
the job structure.ThE' diñerences are
fcund in the unequaldistribunonof
active men andwomenamong
sectcrs or linesoC business. aswellas
among job categories. protessional
groups and nades.

Wilh regardlo the me jor ateas of
activity -egriculture, industryand
services- tbetypical job distribution
profilefor women shows thata large
percentage works in the service sector
(between60% and 80%1, followed by
a much morerrodest sharein
industry (írom15%lo25%)and
generehy a vE'rysmall fraction in
agricultureor the primarysector.
With regard lo the latter, there are,
however, morepronounced
differences among countries
dependingontheirdegree ofurban
development.

Thecases of Bolivia in 1992and Chile
in 1989wil! help lo illustrate 1\'10
extreme proñles. The Bolívianservice
sector induded 46.7%ofal1 employed
women, whereasinChile78.4%of
themwere included inthat sector.On
the other hand, 43.9%ufthe Bolivlan
women worked inagriculture,
wheTeas lhisamounledtoonly 5.9%
forChileanwomen. ln bolhcounlries.

industryemployed a small part of the
10101 \ -9.4%in Bolivia and 15.7%in
Chile.

In the case of IDE'fI. job distributionby

sector ismorebalanced;ahigher
percenegeisengaged in industry
and a substantially smaller frartion
works in servíces ascompared lo
women. In mostcountr ies. industry
accounts for anywhere hum20% to
35%almen's employment.The
exceptions are DominicanRepublic,
Guatemala, HondurasandPanama,
countries which have relatívely low
levelsofindustrialization by regional
standards.

Available data forthe 1980-1990
period indicares that employment in
the service sector has continued its
upward trend, whereas thefraction01
womenemployed in industryand the
secondary sector hasgenerally
dedined.This phenomenon was
fu rther reinforced in the pastdecade
by the economic crisisthat affeeted
mosl La tín Americancountries. a
situation that wascompounded by
Lalin America's lo..... capadtylo
generareindustrialemployment.

The servicesector, whcre themajar
portionof the EAP isemployed,
coversa broad ran ofprctessions
and rrades.ThE'Y range from the more
stable, berter paying1Jbs in the
labour market (managtrsand
administrators in lhefin.lncial sector,
for example),lothe public sectorand
do.....n loIhE' activi carried outby

the least skílledindividuals (such as
street vendors). This must be kept in
mind whenexamining the
implications for the well-being ofthe
substantíal and growing number of

active people inthe service sector in
most l..atin American countries,
partirularly women, who nave joined
this sector more rapidly thanothers.
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EMPlOYEO POPUlATION. BY SEX ANO BRANCH OF ECONOHIC ACTIVITY

(l'«ctftIIC"I l

U GENTlNA
Country W_ H~ "... ,................. -- ~ "'-'xl..... -- d
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Fromagendcr pcrspcctivc, lhe
biggest diñcrencethatemergeson
analyzing the employment structu re
accordinglojobcaregory 15 that
whichexists between sa lariedand

unsalaricd workers. Inthe case of
women, thedifference points to the
problems inhcrent in rcconciling
household cbores withlabour

market-rcated work and hclps to
examine gender-based occupational
segmentation and wage
discriminaticn.These issueswill be
discusscd furthcr on.

Informahonobtained fromhousehold
surveys shows that inurban áreas
most active Individuals ofbothseres

are sala ried workcrs. Exceplfor
Bolivia and ElSalvador Ifor both
scxes) and Pero (in the case of
women). around 60%to80%ofthe
EAP participate in thc labour market
assalaried workers.
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Acomparebve analysis ofEAPprof
iles acccrding ro job category ind ica
les that wcmen's workmore Irequen
tly as salaried wcrkers than men,on
both national andurban levels. Tbis
isgenerally sobecause menengage
moreoften in independent work, as
self-employed individualsand
particularly asbosses oremployers.
\\lomen, onthe other hand,engage
more frequently than men innon
wage-eaminghousehold work.

wherea verysubstantialshareof the
EAP works in the infonnal sector of
the l'Conorny: Bolivia, El Salvador,
Honduras, Paraguayand Peru.Asa
result oftheeconomic crisis, the
percentage ofself-employedwomen
grew in the 1980s due tothesevere
obstacles many women faced in
securíng formal jobs.

Thegender breakdown ofeach job
categoryshows rhat women are a
rninority inevery ene of them

ccmpared lo men, except in thecase
ofnon wage-earníng bousehold
workers.Thisisdue lo the lower
rates ofwomen's partidpation in the
labour market.
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SEX OISTRIBUTION OF THE EHPLOYEO U" .... N P'OP'ULATION
ACCORDING TO OCCUP'...TIONAL CATEGORY

CIRC... 1"0

A."ound 1990, with thesale excepncn
ofEcuador, women employers in the
urban ereas ofall Latín American
countries accouered for less than 3%
ofallactive women, whereasmen
employers ranged from5%to10%.
These figures retlect dearly eneofthe
aspects ofgender inequelity inthe
lebour scene the fact that. in the
labour market, men continué tohold
anoverwheiming portien oíhígher
level positions in the employment
structure.

Norecver; the marked job
segmentatcn between the sexes
explaíns, loagreatextent, why
salaried employment is cu rrently the
category that women are in most
frequently, even incomparisonto
menoWomen typicallyengage in
certainoccu palions thatentaila
salary like housekeepers, teachers,
sroreclerks and secretaries.
occupanons which represent a very
high percenrage oí thewomenEAr.

Ye!another feature ofcurren!
employment proñles acrording tojob
category in Latin America isthe
considerable number ofactive
womenwhoareself-employed .
Toward 1990, tht> percentage ofself
employed womenwas higher lhan
the figure for men inIhe urban areas
of10 countries.The highest
~rren tages arefound incounlries

"



SEX D ISTRIBUTION OF THE EHPLOYED URBAN POPULATION

CLAS51FIED BY OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORY
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The numberofwomen inthe
calegory ofsatatied workers ís more
hcmogeneous among the urbanareas
of the diñerentcountries. Innearly
every country, roughly twc cut of
every five salaried wcrkersare
women.The number ofactive women
in thetotal ofself-employed persons
varíes more significanlly. Incountries
where theinformalsector absorbs
large numbersof the population-as
inue caseof Bolivia, ElSalvador and
Paraguay- women who are self
employed arethe majority

Bosses oremployers are the category
where thesmallesl percentage ofwo

men are tobe found asfa rasthe total
number of employed urban persons
oíboth sexes iscorcemed.It amou nts

lo roughly 20%DithetotalinArgen
tina. Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecua
dor, El Salvadorand Honduras,and
lo ba rely 14%inBolivia, Cesta Rica,
Guatemala, Peru and the Dominican
Republlc.The lowest percentages
(close lo 10% of the total) are seen in

Mexico, Paraguay and Venezuela.
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EHPLOYED URSAN POPULATlON. BY SEXoACCORD1NG TO OCCUPATIONAL GROUP
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Thedistributionoflabour according
lo large occupationalgroups indicates
that,both innationalterms and in
urban areas, women'swork mostly in
trade, in personal services oras office
derks. Thesegroupsrepresent
between two-thirds and three-fourths
ofwomen'semployrnent. Men,onthe
other hand, arefound more
freqoently than women inblue-colla r
jobs (machine operatorsand art isans),
and loa lesserextent in office jobs,
tradeand services.

The markeddifferencesin the way
women and men lake part in the
labourmarketare found lobeequal ly
noticeableonexamíning occupational
groups.Theev idenceshows that, at
present, thelabour market ishighly
segregated all cver La tín America
andwomen still find work in certain
typically women's jobs.

Improvemenrs in educationlevels.
from which bothsexes have
benefited , coupledwitha larger
percentageofLatin American women
joining the labour force,have resulted
in asubstannal women's presence in
thegroupofprofessionalsand
technicia ns. Dala for urbanareas
shows that, in manycountries, over
halfthe people whoareactive in tlus
groupare women.The outstanding
cases are Chile, Costa Rica, Mexico,
Uruguayand Venezuela, where one
fourth or moreofaUwomen in urban
áreas work either asprofessionals or
technicians.

Asimilar pattemofgender-based job
segmentationisalsovisiblein rura l
areas.This isexpressed mostly
through lowwomen'sparticipation
inagriculture, which in tumcanbe
partially attributed tothe sta tistical
invisibilityofwomen'slabourin

those activities. The employment
profile in theseateas indicales that
womenare also concentrated in a
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Data from six Latín American
countriesdepictsexisüng job
segmenrarionbysexmore clearly
when professions and trades in the
various jobgroupsaresingled out.
For !ruspurpose, the professions
were classified according lo the
percentage ofwomen in overell
employmenr figures for bothsexes.
Three typesof professions were
identified: (Al thcse in which 50%or
moreof the active members are
women;(6) thcse inwhkhwcmen's
pattidpation rangesfrom 30%te50%,

and; (C)those in which women's
perticipationis under 30%.

Professions and trades suchasnurse,
teachet secretary garment-industry

worker, cook and housekeeper are
typicalwomen's occupations inall
countríes. By contras, professions
such asengineer, arrhitectand
attomey,director and manager in the
public and prívate sector, aud the
tradesofmechanic, electrician,
carpenter and bricklayerare typically
maleoThere ísless segmemation in

the remaining jobs. wherethe
presenceofmenand women is more
balanced.

OCCUPATIONAL 5EGHENTATION, BY SELECTED OCCUPATIONS

IN SIX LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIE5

(fW<..... d _ .. lho...... 1llI'rWrd~"....... -bodI16el)
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UNEHPlOYMENT
bythe íncrease inunemployment 4{)% lo66%ofunemployed women
than menoFigures reveal tbat open agro 15lo29 were fi rst-time job
unemployment rates for women in seekers.The percentagewas lower
the above agegrouprose from 14.3% onIy in Argentina.Chileand Costa
lo21.0%, wbereas for men the Rica, where it ñuctua ted betweenFiguresonopen urban increasewas muchsmal ler -from 2iJ'1, and 30\.

unemployment show thal 15.8% 'o 17.6%.
women generally (acegrealer It isnoteworthy thatdespite the crisis
difficulties than men withrega rd lo This marked increase isdue not onIy that effected ,he reglen inthe 19110s
employrrent.This ís reflected in lo population growth inthatage -aOO 10 acertainextentasa resultof
women's unemployment rates thar group, but also lothepressure thecrisis- .....omen's Taleofentryinto
are higher than those for males in exerted by young womento~n the the labour market írcreesed
latinAmericancountries. In 1990, labcur market. Proofof this isthat, in significantlyin most rountries.The
open women's unemployment seven outoftencountnes, roughly strong pressure women exerted in
everaged 8.3%, which was more than
ene percentage pomt higher thantbe

URBAN UNEHPLOYHENT RATf5, ay SEX ANO AClE CROUPS,
rate for men (7.0%).

1"0-1"0
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.,
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I
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order lojcin the ranksof the UNEHPLOYHENT CATEGORIES, BY SEX AND AGE

economically active,asa way lo IN SELECTED COUNTIUES

suppíement family incomeduring tbe -years ofcrisis, helps toexplain the
highurban uremplcyrrent ratesthat e-..., w_ ....
affected women inahigher ' oal ' ~29 ""20 ' oal 12-29 ""~ ...
proporhontoan men. ..... ..... ..... ...

AR~ (1992J -

Asimilar pattemlo the one described - .0 ,., .., ... ... ...
for urban áreascan be observed in ~-one jobwNr1 11. m l5 lO ". ..
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lncreased unemplcyment dmongIhe UNEHPLOYHENT RATES , ACCORDING TO ZONE. BY SEX

population wilhrnid-level schooling IN SELECTED COUNTRIES, ItlO·I990
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WORKING HOURS ANO

UNOEREM PLOYH ENT

Figures onthenumber ofhours
worked per week or tbe average

duration oftheworking dayindicate
that women-much more frequently
tban men-engage inactivities that
demand fewer working hours than a
full workingday Ihelatter isusuaJIy
deñned as ~548 hours per week in
most Latin American countries.

Figures onfour countries showthet
in three of them thepercentage of
empioyed women whowereunable
toobta fna fu ll-timejob was higher
Ihanin thecaseofmen:3A%

rompared lo 2.6%in Costa Rica;J5%
compared lo1.8%inColombia, and
4.1 %compared to3jc¡ in Ecuador.
OnlyNicaragua -where this situation
affected asubstantíal percentage of
thepopulation-showed virtually no
differences:21.0%for womenand
21.8%for men

Nevertbeless, in roncealed
underemployment -which applies lo
people whoreceive beiow-average
compensationfor the;:lb inquesncn
the situarionisreversed, and the

bigher percemage affects mm. except
inEcuador.

UNDEREHPLOYED POPULATlON, BY SEX
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EHPLOYEO PEOPU WORKING UNDER lt HOURS PER WEEK.

BY SEX IN SELECTfD COUNTRIES

A............-

women's shorterworking days
compared lomen isdetermined
largely bytheir need to reccncile
household chores with their work in
the market.This isa result of the
different roleassigned byscciety to
earhsexoIt isalso associated with the
faet that women oftenengage in
professions and tradesthat require or
tolerate shorter workmg days,e,g.
teechmg and nursing.

Around 1990.3H%01 employed
womenstated that ihey worked
fewer IMn 39 hoursper week.
Among men,tbeperrentage was only
20.~% In fiveoutofeightccuntnes
-Boliva. Brazil. Nicaragua, UruguilY
endVenezuela-at least oneoutof
cvery three employed women
worked fewer than39 hoursper
week Bycontrast, inonly two
rountries -Nicmgua and Venezuela
was the percenlageoí menwho
worked fewer than 39 hours per week
over 20%.

As in thecase ofopen
unemployment.visible
underemploymentaffects women
morethan men Visible
underemployment applies to people
whounwillingly work fewer hours
per week thanis normally the case.



EHPLOYHENT ANO

lEVEL Of E O UC AT IO N

Therrarked írcrease inLatín
America's enrollment tateshas

had a positive impacton tbe
educaticnalproñle ol the population,
particuarlyamong women.This
trend ísevident both in the caseoíall
womenaged 15 and over and among
economica lly active women. In both
groups, the percentage ofwomen
with at1easl10 years oischoohng
grew significantly. At thesametime
there was a decrease in thenumber 01
worren who only managed lo
complete elementary education ora
lower level01schooling.

In tbe 19 s, asa regional average,
the percentage ofemployed women
....-hohad lOor more years of
schcoling grewfromroughly 35%lo
4-t\ in urban areas. The increase
among men wassimilar, from 27%lo
36', but it is based ona lower
educationalproñte.At present, the
ed ucationallevelofeconomically
activewomen in latín América is
higher thanit is fcrmen.ln urban
ateas women average9yea rsof
schooling. wherees rncn's averageS

11 should be ncted that the higher
educational profile ofwomen
compa red lomenprímarily reñects
tbe íactthat women's rate of
partiripation inecoeomíc activi tíes
ríses sharplyas their education level

increases. However, beca use men's
sctivity rates almosl double those of
women,men are sñll numerically
superior lo womenamong Ihe more
educated members 01 the EAP.

Women's educetíonallevels also
improved in rural áreas, but those
achievements werebased ona very
low educational profiJe in
comparison lo that of employed
urbanwomen. lnmost countriesat
present, the fraction ofemployed
women in rural ateas who havenol
rompleted elementary school isove!
m oí the total.
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Inthe rurrentscenaric. the sharp
differenres in theeducatiorallevelof
the EAP in several rountriesstand
out. El Salvador andGuatemalaare al
eneend of the scale. wifh -tO%-45%of
the women urban EAP who has had
no more thanthreeyearsof
schcolíng. Chile, Costa Rica and
Uruguay areat the other end,with
rolles lcwer than8%.

(HPLOYED u"aAN POPULATION. ACCO"DING TO YEARS OF SCHOOLING I
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WAGE OlFFERENCE5

I n Latín America -likealmost
anywhere else in the world

women eamsubstantielly less than
men for theír work.The difference
can be- blamed onboth discrin unation
between rhe twosexes inhiring for
jobs (it isharder for women togel
higher,better paíd positionsl and on
outrightwagediscrimination for
equal jobs.

Data onaggregale urban
employmentsbows thatin the early
1m women's wagesaveraged only
72%. of men's.This amountwaseven
bigger inthe rasoflhe total urban
workers: women's wages reacbed
only two-thr rdsoímen's.

Therearesubstantialdifferencesin
wage inequehtyfromenecountry lo
another.In Bolivia, worncn's wages
averaged only58.6%of thoseearned
bymenoInVenezuela, however, the

dispantyamounts lo805%, i.e.

women'swageswereonthe average
2O\Iower than those earned by meno
Ineight cou nrries, average women's
wageswereroughJy 25%lower than
men's wages(Argentina, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala,
Honduras, Mexkoand Panamá). In
three othercountries(Brazil,

Pa raguayand Uruguay), wcmen's
wages wereapprcxímately 35%
lower,

The trend evident inthedala is that
the increasein women'seducat ional
levels isaccompaniedby hígher wage
increases thaninthe case of men only
up toeompletionoí hígh school
education. Educationbeyond high
school is mueh more beneficial for
men than for women, bcweve;
because men gain access tohigher
positions and better paid jobs more
otten than women.

Genderand educa t íon-based wage
disparities remainedunehanged
throughoul the 19S0s, partícularly in
urban áreas. although sorne counnies

shcwed trends towarda reduc tíon in
inequality Nevertheless, thistock
placewitbin ageneral frameworkof
real wagedropsforthe populationas
a whole.

Apositive legacy of the 19805 wasthe
decrease in wage dilferences among
pecple with 13 ~'ears ofschooling and
over, andamong those aged 15 re24,
precisely the groups in which
women'sectívity reteswerethc
highest.This faetshows how
education reduces ínequalíties,
espedally whenwomen gainaccess
lopost-secondary educatíon or
higher levels,ashas been the case in

Latín Americe,

WAGE DIFfERENCES BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN IN URBAN AAEAS

ACCORDING TO TEARS OF 5CHOOLlNG IN 5ELECTED COUNTAIE5
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INFORMAL URBAN

SECTOR

Womenare generally assumed
te be engaged in theinformal

sector ingreater numbers than meno
Data from household surveys taken
in the ear!y1990s shows thatthe
percentage ofwomen whoareself
employed or worki ng indomestic
employrnent farexceeds the number
ofrnen that areactive inthesame
type 01 jobs.

The aboye ischiefly accou n~ed forby
the fact thatdomestic employments
a typically women's occupation,
which a large percentage of
employed women are engaged in, but
aboye all by the grealerdifficuhies
thal women face -as compared lo
menoinfindingworkinthe formal
cconorrucsector, due tothedemands
imposed by their household work.

13 countries. the percenlage was over
50%(Bolivia,Gua lemala, Honduras,
Paraguayand Uruguay). InSIX other
countries. II ranged from 45%lo50%
(Argentina,Braztl, Chile,Colombia,
Costa Ricaand Mexico).Panamáand
Venezuela were theonlycot mtries
where the ratio ofwomen inthe
informal sector wasunder45%.

Nonetheless, ilshould be kept in
mind that whenever datamakes it
possible tecome closer toa more
broad ly accepteddefinition of
informallabour, when italso indudes
bosses and employees ofsmatl
businesses with101\'capital intensity,
gender-based disparities in the ratio
ofinformallyemployedpersons
decreaseand, insorne cases, Ihe
relative importance ofintormal
employmentamong themen's labour
forcecaneven exceed thatof!he
women's labour force.

Employment indomestic service is
still very signiñcant in the región.
Dalaonthe urban áreas of13
countries indicates that. around 1992,
domestíc employment accountedon

theaverage for 6% 01 employmeet
among bothsexes. Evidently, its
signtñcance inthe total womenEAP
was mueh higher.Only inone
country -Mexko- did domestk
employees representless Ihan 10%of
a11 employed women (8%). Ineight
countries, the percentage was over
15%, and it ranged from 10%to15%
inthree otber countries.

,,-,
URBAN DOME5T1C EMPLOYHENT IN 5ELECTED COUNTRIES.
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Women's heavy pa rlicipationin
informalurbanjobs is evidenl when
examininglhe percentage they
represenlofemployed individualsof
bothsexes in this sector. In fiveoulof

Intheear1y1990s, Ovo outoíevery
fiveLatín American women
employed in urban áreas worked
independentlyorathome as non
wage-eammgfamily members, oras
domestic emplcyees.However, this
average figu re differed sharply írom
country te country Inrelatively less
developed countries. thepercentage
was50%orhigher(Bolivia and
Guatemala), whereas inArgentina,
Chile, Uruguayand Venezuela il
amounted toapproximatety35%of
cverall women'sernployment. Cosla
Rica and Panama recorded theo west
rates inthe regi ón. with25.5%and
29.5%respectively.
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T
oe educational situation

among the countries in the
regíon isnot hornogeneous

andavailable information 01' the
subject also differs.Significant
diffetences arefound in lhe
enrollmeat ranosor coH'rage
provided by tbe educationalsystems
al dilferentlevels and,consequently,
in lhe degree ofschooling ofthe
populationingeneral.Taking these
aspects intcconsideration, Cuba
SE'emS loenjoy themost advanced
situation in the región.The Cuban
educarionalsystemprovidesslmost
fu ll coverage al the primary level,
and highschooleducanon is
available to most people. ln 1981, a
very small percentageofthe
populationaged ayer 15had not
received srhooling (2.72%) and, al
presenl, illileracy is low.Guatemala
wasatthe otherend of the scale in
1981,with Ihe worst educaticnal
ratio.Al the lime,almost halfthe
population had no schooling wbüe
40%of the populetíon aged over 15ís
illiterate al present.

Considering tbe enrollment ranos or
coverage oí theeducational system,

there is a topgroupofccuntres with
high coveragt> inprimary school
edueallon.doseloor betlt>r lhan90%,
lhal haveexpandl?d cm'erage ofhigh
schooleducation loreaeh percenlagE'S
approximaling or exeeed ing 50%oi
the age group. Argentina.Chile,
Cuba. Pa nama and Uruguay arein
Ihis group. \'\~lh somewhallower
coverage perrentagE'S,Cosla Rica aOO
Peruaboform partoi this groupoi
counlriE'S.Generali7at aocess loIhe

,.
E D U e 'A

I
ION

~ )

school syslem is reñected inthe
ed ucational structure ef the 15 years
old agegroup.The uneducated
perrentageof the populalion in these
countries isunder 10%, and ilhteracy
ratesarealso below I~.

Furthermore, incountries wherefhe
educationsys temdeveloped earlier,a
higher ratio ofpecple with high
school educaticnor highereducaron
can beseen InCuba,over halí the

populationwas intbis category in
1990. Intheearly nineües. half the
population inPanama and Peruwas
inthiscalegory.

Asecond group is thatofcount ries
that have managed loprovidealmost
fu ll roverage inprimary school
educaticn, but rughschooleducaticn
isevailable only loene third or lessof
theege group; that is, it isstill highly
ehtist.The numberofuneducated
individuals insuchcountries varíes
from 10 lo15percent ofthe
populationaged 15and overowhile
illiteracy retesare similar.I his was
the situation inColombia, Paraguay,
andVenezuela intheeighties.and in
Méxicoand Ecuadorinthe nineties.
Higherrowrage inMéxico and
Eruador ís recent, and therefore, the
resultsarenot yetevident in the
educalionalslruetureoi lheolder
populalion.

The lasl group ismadeupof
counlries wilheducational syste!Il5
lhal provide insufficienl coverage,
e\"en al Ihe basie le"'eLln Ihisgroup
Ihe population wilh no schooling
reaehespercenlagesabove 16lJo, and
Ihesame occurswilhillileracy rates.
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In the eighties, this group included El
Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras,
and in thenineties, Bolivia, Brazil, the
Dorninican Republic,and Nicaragua.
Educationalunderdevelopment inEl
Salvador isdrarnatic.In1990, net
coverage in ElSalvador was 71 %for
primary sehooland 15%for high
school, while the illiteracy rate was
27%. InGuatemala the figures were
evenworse, wi than ilI ileracy rateof
40.7%that yea r.

Theeducationalsiluation ofwomen
is notdirectlyrelated to the
educationaldevelopmentof the
countries.Althoughcountries with a
moredeveloped educationalsystem
tend toshow a higher degree of
equality, the relationship isnot linear.
Peru, forexarnple, whichcurrently
hasa highly deveJoped educational
system, isthecountry wi th the
highest levelofdiscrimination
against women, because the systemis
highlysegmented in lernally.
Differences between menand women
inPeru in termsofiI1 iteracy, lackof
education, wornen's presence in
highereduca tion, among others,are
thehighest in the region.
Discrimination in nurnbers isalso
ev ídent in the school curriculum,
since Peruvian lextbooks showoneof
the lowest percenlages ofwomen. In
Nicaragua,onthe otherhand, with
an undeveloped educalionalsyslem,
the figurestend lo favorwomen.
And in Honduras, another country
with belated educa tional
development, there is a rela tivelyfair
educationalsystem.

Significanl progresshas beenmadein
the last twodecades in terms of the

sexdistributionof the coverage
provided by the school system.The
most outstanding achievementsare
found inwornen's access to higher
ed ucalion, since this levelshowed the
biggest lag in1970.Colombia has
made the most signi ficant progress,
as its fema le enrollmentrosefrom
27%in 1970lo51%in1990. AIthough
women in the nineties ha ve more
educational opportuníties, inmany
countries their participation at the top
ofthesystemisstill much lower than
it is for menoIn preschool, primary
and secondary education, enrollment
percentagesbysexare practically
idenlical. Nevertheless, women's
enrollment inprimary education
tendstobeslightly lower than tha lof
menoThis situation is reversed in
secondary educationwhere, in
severalcountries, percenlages
ofenrolled women reachslightly
over50%.

With regard tocoverage, the
presehool levelshows thegreatesl
growth,sinceenroll rnent increased
six-fold at the regional level. This
growth is linked, first, with
increased dema nd resulting from the
growi ng numberofwomen looking
for paid work, and second,with the
need to improve the levels al which
childrenenter theschool system. So
far, lhis last factor seems lo
predominate, as an in-depth analysis
shows that thecoverage provided by
preschool educa tion is significant
only ingroups of five years old
childrenwhere the figures for the
agegroupareclose to 60%.
Thisis not the case with children
under five wherecoverage iseven
more limited,
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Sinceequalaccess to the schoo!
systern is relatively recent inmany
countries, theeducalionalstructureof
thepopulationover fifteenyea rs old
stillshows evidence of discrimination
againstwomen. Illiteracy rates are
always more unfavorable as faras
women areconcerned; thesame is
trueamong the populationwithno
schooling. The fi gures get worse
when the area of residence is
considered. For example, rural
women are very backward as regards
ed ucation.The moststriking data in
this respect is found inPeru, where
urban-ruraldiffere nces are
considerable asare thosebetween
menand women: the illi teracy rate
among ruralwornen reaches 45.6%,
whereasamong ruralmenitis 10.4%,
and among urban men itonly
amounts to2.2%.

Despitewornen's progress in
improving lheir access toeducation,
theschool syslemhelps to reproduce
the traditional roles played by men
and women.Thisis c1earlyevident in
the professionalchoices Olade in
seconda ry and highereducation. ln
secondary educa tion, women tend to
choose. to agreater extent,
professionalcareers that signal the
end of their education. Instead, most
men chooseageneral academic
COlme inpreparationforuniversity.
In professional highschooleducation,
men concentrate in industrial careers
whilewomen gravitale toward
service-relaled careers.

In higher ed ucation, women showa
tendency to studyservice-rela ted
careerssuchas professions in fields
like heaIth or education. Engineering

- - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



and farming arecareers chosen
primarilybymenoAlthough feminine
and masculine areas can be identified,
thereare severalcareers which, in
rnostcountries, haveequally
distribu tedenroll ments, a fact that
indicares the diversityof professional
positions occupied by wornen at
present. These are careers like
mathematics, compulerscience,
naturalscience, law, management
and services.

Thedistribution ofenrollment by
field ofstud varíes from ene country
toanother, and ome distributions
can beidentified as moreequitable
than others, dependingonthe
number ofcareers with relatively
equalenrollmenlbetweenmenand
wornen.Cuba, Honduras, lexico
and icaragua are the mostequitable
countries in this respecto Panama,
however, whichhas a high
percentage ofwornenin higher
education, hasa moresegmented
dislribution.

The educalional systemreproduces
traditional gender roles, nol only in
the departures from the syslem, bul
ona daily basis through the implied
pedagogical discour e.Adetailed
analysisofschool textbooks carried
oulin variouscountries repeatedly
showed women in a lower profile
within thesystem. Whenwornendo
appear in textbooks, theydoso
primarily in thehome andonly ina
considerably smaller proportion
outside the home.

A11houghpedagogical discourse
seems tomake men stand out,
women's experience ÍJl primary

education appears lobe more
successfu! than that ofmenoAlI the
countries record lower repetition
rates fo rwomenin primary
education compared totheirmale
c1assma tes.

Regarding thepercentage ofwomen
in leaching, there issegmenlation by
sex ÍJ1 all the countries: women's
participation ishígherat the bottom
ofthe educational syslemandlower
in the upper stages ofeducation.
Although percentages varyfrom one
country toanother, thetrend is fo r
wornen's participa tion to bealmost
tota l ÍJ1 preschool education, reaching
majoritypercenlages inprimary
education -rough1yabouI70%·,
around halfinsecondary educa tion,
and less thanonethird in
universities, Variation bycountry are
notdirectlyconsistenl with the

development of the educational
systems alany levelof the school
system, Therearecountríes where
teaching is aneminently feminine
activity, like Argentina, icaragua,
Brazil orCosta Rica, andcountries
where there are fewer women
teachers, like Gualemala, Peruand
Mexico.

Inthe fu ture, it ispossiblethat
leachingwill be mostly carriedout by
women, since rnost ofthestudents
enrolled in teachingcareersin all the
countries arewomen.
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The lack oíequality forwomenis
worse among rural women. Peru has
tbe mostextreme figures in thís
rcs pect, with anilliteracy rolleof2.2~

amongurban men aro 45.6'1. among
rural women The situation issimilar
inBolivia, wíth a rateof3.8\ for
urban menand49.lfI.for rural
women.This trendistheoppositein
Brazil and Nicaragua,wherein1990
literacy tatesamongwomen in thc
ruralpopulation were higherIhan
among men.

Ethnic affiliation isanolher importan!
factorofinequity.lncoentries wbee
information brokt'l1 do.....n by ethnic
group isavailable, iIIiteracy among
Ihenative Indian population ismuch
hígher thanthe national average,and
il iSl'Specially acuteamongnativt'
Indian women. lnGuatemala and
Paraguay, countries wilhan important
native Indianpopulation,oolyone
quarler oflodian\'lomenknow how
10 read and write.ln Panama the
figure iscutalmosl byone halí.

the regi ón.Only Uruguayhas a rural
illüeracy rolle below 10%.The other
comtries show percentsges tbat, in
most caSE'S, amount toover 2O'l or
even higher.The worst situation s
found,once egain. inGuatemala
whcre, in 1990. half therural
population was illiterate.

GUATEI'W.A 1911--
PANAI1A 1990

PARAGUAY 1911

..

ILLl T ERACY RATE, ACCOROING TO SEX , AHONG THE NATIVE

POPULATION OF GUATEMALA, PANAHA ANO PARAGUAY

O¡fft'rt'ncl'S insidf' !he countriesare
especially significanldepeOOing on
thf' place oí rrsidrnce. llIiteracy in
rural an>as rontinuestobe amajor
problcm inmost ofIhecountnesin

In thiscontext,women's illiteracy
tates elso dropped. Mostcountries
showa relative balance in the retes
persexoNevertheless, inallthe
countries, with the excepñon ofCosta
Rica, therearemoreílliterate women
than meno Peru isoreofthc countries
with the biggest dffererces between
menand .....omen: women's iIliteracy
ralf'S arefour times higher than those
oi mf'l\ . Bolivia is anolht'rcase, whm
lherf' art' lwicr as many i\lileralt'
womenas mt'n.Othercounlrieswith
imporlant difft'rt'nct'S between
womrn and ffif'n arr Guatemalaand
El Salvador.

Honduras,lOO El Salvador. Although
tbese counmes still show
considerable signsof illilf'racy,lht'y
have reduced the problem byabout
16 pE'rrenlagf' poínts.The reverse is
the rase inColombia, whichMSnot
progressed et the seme paceas the
other Latín American rountries. This
isillustratcd by the factthatColombia
dropped from the síxthplacein1970
lo the twelfth in1990. ThE' way the
problem has bren tackled in
Guatemala has not answered the
needsof itspopula tioncilher,andit
continúes 10 be therountry wíth the
highest illiteracy rate intheregión,

Between these 1W0 extremes. thereere
three groups ofcountries:al
Countries wit h illiterecy retesbelow
10'1, i.e. Argentina,Chile,Cuba.
Costa Rica,Paraguay, Vff\('zuí'la and
Uruguay; b)Countril'S with illiteraey
ral l'S bt'lwffill O% olnd 20%, i.e.
Bolivia, Brazil,Colombia,Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Mt'xioo, Panama
and Peru;andel Countri t>s when>
more than20%ofthe population agt'd
owr15(or ]O) is illilerate. i.t'. El
Salvador, Honduras, :\licaragua ando
a! lhfht'adofthis group,Gualfmala.

Althoughtht'number ofillilerale
proplE' dropped in,111 thf' counlries in
the Il'gionbt>twCt'n 1970 and1m , thE'
rvolutionisunequal. Sornecountnf'S
havr moldr aconsidt'rable rfforl for
thrir populalion lo Ií'arn torrad and
wrilt'.This is lhrcasrof Peru, which
in lhf' last two dffadf'S rrducrd its

illitrracyratf' by Iwolhirds, moving
from thf' lWf'lfth place among the
counlries in thr n>gionup tothf'
righth.Significantdfonshave ,lIso
bren set'n in Bolivia, :\licaragua,

IlllTERACY

I nthe las twodecades, illiteracy
has fallenccnsiderably in the

región asa dircct resu tt of thegreater
coverage providcd by the basic school
systern and literacy campaigns.This
progress, nevertheless. isexpressed in
diñerent ways amongthecountries
,lOO in the counlrics themselves.
Differences from orecountry to
anotber fluctuare bctween those that
heve practical1y solved rhe problem
like Uruguay, that has anillitetacy
reteof3.8%,and Guatemala. whichis
the mostbackward country inthis
aspect, with anilliteracy reteof -W.7%
ofits pcpulationover 15 yt>arsoíd.



ILLlTERACY RATES. ACCOROINCi TO SEX ANO ZONE. 1970 -1990
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population with no schoolingamounts lo
23.7\ . íe dccble the rol lefar lhe male
popuIation.

Among !he population with edvanced
educatien diff",,1lCl'S betseen meo and
women are less thanamong the popula
tion with noscbooling.Al lhe higher
level. the mosl outstandingdiscrimina
tion against women occurs inMexiro.
Butthere are also rounlries where the sit
ualion is reversed, i.e, tbe female papu.
Ial:ion withuruversítysudesisgrearer
than tbe male popalaticn. This ísthe case
inParaguaylI982land Parama lIm!.

As inotherarcas, the educational levels
offbe natívelndianpopulation are much
lower lhanthose of!he general popcla
tion More than90% oftheQuechua-and
Aymara-speaking people in Bolivia had
no schooling in 1988,and tbe maprity of
!he small group that had geined iKU'S510

!he sdlooI ')'1"'" had onIy received pri
m.uy education. The situalion was slight
Iy hett" inParaguay. in1982 A1'rough
!he t'ducaliooal ...1of!he Guarani por
ulation was Iower lo thdt oflhe Spanish
speaking population,78.71J had received
primary schooling asa resuJIofnational
efforts lobring!heGuarani population
inlo theschoolsyslem,
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LANCUACE IN BOLIVIA ANO PARACUAY

Although the differences between meo
and w'omen are minor in most rountrles,
tbe gereralterdency lsfor worren lo

ha\'e a kw.'erleve! aleducalion lhan
mmThe highest degreo of disalmina
!ion is found in tre population "'i!h no
schooling, and il becomesmore moder
ate wilhin theschool syslemi!self.
Regard ing population thallacks school
ing entirely, the country with !he largesl
differcnces is Bofivia, where lhe female

Taking intoacrounl merely tbe popula
tion wíth noschcoling.the mosI back
wardrountries are Guatemala 147,9%),

El Salvador 130.2' 1and Nicaragua
(27.7%),Amore moderaredegree of
backwardness ispresent in Bolivia,
Brazil, the Dominican Republic,
Uruguay and Venezuela, where the pop
ulañon thatlacks schooIingflurtuates
around 15%t0 2O%of the groupover 15
yemold. \Vhen !he population with
advarced education isexamired. itís
evident that in mostccuntries ildoes
nct exceed 5%oi theage group.The
ercepüons lo thscase are Bolivia,
Ecuador, México. Panamáand Petu
whee pt'rct'Tl tages of the population
with advanced studiesare cver 11%.

.100 in1989, Brazil.
SCHOOllNG

Available data on the educational
attainmenlofthepopulation is

dissimilar with regard lodates. In half
the countries, fhe iniormation refersto
theeighties whereas in thcother half it
correspondstothe nireties.
Nevertheless, lhe dala If¡x'aledlyshows
that mosl coentries inthe region havea
pyramidal educationalstructure with
rcgard te the population over15years
old. Ibe structureíscharecíerized by a
bread base ofpeople wbo merely have
basiceducanon or lC5s; a much smaller
groupwho possess asecondary educa
tiorranda small vertex fcrmedbytbose
who baveuniversity studies.

Cuba was thecountry withthe highl."sl
education levels alreadyin1981 ,where
the p)Tamid is in\'E'rted, and Ihus lhe
population wilhserondary studies is
largerlhan !heollt' that onIyhas
primary studies.The remaining coun
tries can be das.sifiedinto threE.- groups.
Thefir.;t ismoldeupofcounlTies wilh
the highest educationlevels, where pro
pIe withprimaryedueation or less num
berbclween5()%and 65%oflhepapula
tion. Chile and Colombia k'ere in trus
group in tht> eighties,. and Panama,Pero,
Boli\ia,Costa Rica. Eruador and ~1roro

k'ere inth.is group in the nineties.The
S«1lIld group isfonnt'd by countrie5
....ithIo"''er [evels ofschooling. where
the population wilh primary schooJing
or less reachespercentages around 66%
and 80%. Al thebeginning oflhe
eighlies, lhese counlrles ineluda!
Argentina, Paraguay,and Venezuela,
and in the nineties,Nicaragua and lhe
[A)minican Republie.The third group.
lhal is, countries wilh lhe "" orst Ie\'
els alschooling. where more lhanBO%
of thepopulationh.l, prim.uy sdlooIing
orless were,in 1980and 1981, El
Sah'ador and Guatemala, n.'5~\'eIy.
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTlON OF POPUlATION 15 YEARS OlD AND OVER, BY EDUCATIONAl
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PRESCHOOL ENROLLHENT (I), ACCORDING TO SEX o 1910 -1990

Al e Number of mil>Of1,
(lJ enroJlM of bottl

sens (thouSloncls)

t.I910 d980 c.199O

PRESCHOOL

EOUCATION

Enrcllrnent in preschooleducation
in tbe región hasgrown

substant ially between 1970 and 1990.
In 1970 the boysand girls who
received preschooledacation
amounted lo1.6million, while in
1990 there were lenmillion. that is,
the systemincreased itseducational
cepaciry ten-fold for cbild renunder
theage otsix. Twooftheprincipal
causes that have influenced growthat
thís level are women's Increesed
participation in the labor marketand
thedesire toimprovethe level at
which chl ld renenter primaryschcol
soscholast ic failures canbe reduced
in the earlygrades.

The enrohment oígirls inpreschool
education practically equals thatoí
boys inalJ countries in the reg ión.
even including the 1970figures. In
fact, in1970feminine enrollment
in the reglen was51%and in 1990 it

was5O%.

enrollment has increased sixorseven
times:Costa Rica,Guatemala,
Honduras, Mexicc, Nicaragua. And
d)Counlries with a highgrowtb rete,
that haveincreased lheirpreschool

eorollment rafemore thaneight
limes: Brazíl, Peroand Venezuela.

Overand ebove the general increase

in preschool enrollment. coverage al
Ihis level isstill insuffident. Most of
tbe count ries provide coverage to less
than30%of the agegroup_Coverege
inColombia,Guatemalaand the

Dominican Republicis lower fhan
10%. Tbe countrieswlth the best
coverage, therefore.are Panamá,
Mexicoand Venezuela, with figures
claseto60%.

AIact that must be emphasized with
regardlo coverageis Ihat the
available dalais not consistení. In
sornecases, il coversthe under-six

Country

agegroupwhile inothers il refers
only lo 5yearsolds. Incountries
wbere tbedistinction canbe made, an
overall studyof the 2lo6yearsold
age groupshows that coverage is

close lo10%,while ifonlythe SY''''
oldgroup isconsidered, coverage
tluctuates around 60%.The increase
in coverage has beenespecially
signíficantal the pl1'paratory level for
primaryeducation.Fmmthese
figures it isevident that enrollment al
thepreschoollevel hasgrown more
as a reply lo the intemallogicof the
systemthan asa response to the
demand causedbywomen entering
fhe labor market.In this respect.
therefore.a long road still remains lo
be traveled.

Percenu.ze of women
In tou.J enrollment

c. I910 c.1980 d990

....

J
i
i
j

..
• ..

WUVIA 62.0 90.0 121.1 41
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EL~~ADOR___ 4 }.t,2 4t!1 BJ.9 51 S2 51
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HONDURAS 4 ¡i """""-: 33.0 60.1 51- , -, - - SI

MfXJCO 4 422.1 1.011.6 t1H.J SI 50 SO

NICARAGUA J 10,1 3O.S 6J.2 SJ SI 51- ---
PANAMA 5 ~9 18.1 30.1 SI SO-- -
PARAGUAY 6 7.1 109 34.2 51 SO-----
PERU J 74.] U8.2 60).8 52 50

.._-_ .. ._-
URUGUAY 1 20.1 424 65.8 49- - -- -
VENEZUELA 5 SO.2 42U 614.8 49 50

lATINAMERJCA 1 .61S. 8~,m.9 10.049.9__" __',.' __"

AAGfNTlNA 22U 480.2 861.4 SI

NOI'" (1) K"'*v1.....~.o-""' ,_ 01~ ... lO fWO"" 01....o.-,.u.-.
~ on<l ,.r.o-_ _ -.l."'" ..01""',.,...... _en__ .. ...-_
__~ .... ""'Ie&o_ .. ..._""' .. _ <-,
C- ~ o-a

Allhoughpreschoolenrollment has
increased in alJ the countries, lhe rale
ofgrowlh is uneven. Varialions
/luctuale belwt't'n countries lhal have
praclicallymaintai ned thesame
enrollment rates and countries thal,
in 1990, show figures twelve times
higher Ihan in 1970_Between thE.'St'
two extremes, lhecounlries can be
divided into four groups:a)
Countries wilh li llle growth: Bolivia,
Cuba and the Dominican Republic. In
the caseofCuba, !his isin/luencN by
lower birth rates. b)Countrieswhere
preschoolenrollment between 1970
and 1990 increasro lhrre-fold or four
fold:Argentina,Chile,Colombia,El
Salvador, Panama,Paraguay and
Uruguay. e) Countries inwhich
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all countries with recentlydeveloped
educational systems, which have not
yet reached total coverage.
Enrollmenl alsoincreased
considerably in Venezuela: ra tes have
doubled in recent decades
Nevertheless, lhe increaseis linked lo
the fact that the years01primary
schooling were raised from six to
nine, ¡.(I., it ismorethe result ofan
internal rhange inee systemthan
anexpensíonof«werage.
The growth ofenrollment has been
spedally signífícant tor wcmen.In
the Iast twodecades they have
increasingly enrolled in basic
schoolíng and inmost cases iris
almosl equal to thal ofmen.
Nevertheless, inten ofthe fourteen
ccuntries where available
inforrnationisdivided by sex,
the percentageofwcmen isless
'han 5()'{.

Number of nudentet

enrolled of both le.et

(tbouunds)

1970 1980 (. 1' "

-

,

Country

ARGeNTINA )Jasa l.91 1.5

6OI./VIA 619.1 ' 18)---
"",,,'~L __-.r-r--,17.fl66. 1 21..598.)
OiIlf 11)4(1.1 1185.5
COlOM8lA 31$6.1 4,1 U .2

COSTARICA 119.4 HaJ- - - - - _.
0J6A I.SlO.4 1.468.5-- - _._ - - -
OQMINICAN R. 76'l.l I.IOSJ
~ 1.0110.5 Ij )ol )

n W vAOOR. SIO &14.1
GUATEMAlA son I U.4--
HONDlJII.AS lBl} 60Ll

HEOCO 91W 14.666J 1-4.401.6

NlCAAAQJA 28SJ 4n 2--t 6J17

PANAMA lSSJ ))1.5 JSU

PNV.GJAY 4242 Sl90 687J

PERU l)4U ),161.4 4.0195

URUGUAY n-u m) )46.4

~ 1}, ' 7 1158.S 4.osJO

lATlNAMER.ICA *-19l0 UI90.0 nllJ.2

Another groupot countries has

reduced itsprimary school
enrollment inabsolute figures.This is

thecase ofcountr ies líkeCuba.Chile
and Uruguay. which had gross
coverage retesclose lo1m in 1970.
Due todemographic dyoamics
cha racterized bysubstantially
reduced fertility retes, the actual
demand per leve! has dropped in
these countries.

Al theotherextremearetbe countries
withthe most signíficant growth in
the number ofeerolled students.
Bolivia, Nicaragua. El Salvador.
Hondurasand Guatemala, which
have more than doubled their
primaryschoolenrollment,These are

rountrieswith moderaregrowth are
Colombia,Costa Rica and Panamá,
together with Argentina and the
Dominican Republic.

PRIMARY

EOUCATlON

Thesystems are oriented towards
achievingtotal coverageofbasic
education, and mostof lhe countrles
showaninm ase in enrollment
between 1970 and lcm.Nevertheless.
there aredifferent growlhrales
acrording tothe actualsituation of
eaeh nation.Thus, there is agroupof
countrieswilhmoderalegrowlhinils
primary schoolencollmentrale. 8asic
enrollment in Ihese rountries has
increased by4%or1ess over thelasl
Iwenty yearseither due lo
demographicdynamics asin the case
ofArgentina.or because of Ihe
polines implemented.as inthecase
ofthe Dominican Republic.The

Primary education,designedas
the basisforknowledgeand

skílls tobeshared by theentire
population, i..the tevel witbin the
schoolsystemwith the greatest
coverage. Inseveralccuntries.
coverage is prcvided topractically
100% of the age group.and countries
where thisgoal has notbeen achieved
are movínginthatdirection.Wjlhin
this framework.the rountries in the
regionthet are laggíng far behind the
othersinthedevelopment of their
primary school systemare
Cuaternala. El Salvador. Nicaragua
and Colombia. with net coverage
ratesbelow&J%in1990. Alower
percentage of female enrollment is
also observedinGuatemala, te.-46%
in1990.The next inUne isBolivia
with afemale enrollment pcrcentage
of47%that same year. In the
remaining countnes, the figuresfor
male and female enrollmentare
practicanyIhe same,although tht'
percentage ofwomentends to be
slightlylower thanit isfor men.
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EOUCATIONAL

ACHIEVEMENT

Lafin American educational5)'5

teros showa tendency lo
ímprove tbeir intemal efficiencyal
least w ith regard lo repetítionrates.
Guatemala recordsthe mOS! notable
ímprovement inthis area since its
scbcol system is. in rtldny ways, tbe
most backward in tberegían.
Repeaters dropped from IS~ in1980
10 4~ in 1986 inGua temala.Chile.
Ecuador, Honduras. Paraguay,Pero
0100 Uruguayshowminor cbanges.
which ronetheless amount to four lo

sixpcrcentage points.The remaining
countrieshave made lcssprogress.
and insome cases have even wors
ened, as isthecaseof repeaters in
Costa Rica 0100 Venezuela .

The countries with the highest
repeater rates areBrazíl the
Domínícan Republíc 0100 Nicaragua
with perrentages over 16ll. 0100 only a
slight improvement inthedecade.
Furthermore, inBrazíl and tbe
Dominican Republíc, repeater tates
are \ 'Cf)' high in 0111 grades ol primary
educaron

Womenbave a better studenl
achievementrate tban men. lnprac·

tically al! countr ies wfcre educatioeal
statistirscollectedby sex areavail
ablc, repeater tatesfor women areone
or two percentagepointsJower than
the natícnal average, InNicaragua il

is evenfive poinís less, Women's
hlgher student achievement rate has
been ínterpreted indifferent wa15.
The most rommon explanaticn
emphasizes the fact that womenare
more disciphned aOO romply better
y"i lhschool rules, which isconsistent
with Iheir gender socalization.
Beyond tbeactual causes, wbat issíg
nificant ístMIdespite their hígber
echievement tatesal thebasíc levei,
theireccess loadvanced education ís
morerestrícted.
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ENVIRONHENT WHERE ACT IYITIES ARE CAARIED OUT

ACCOROING TO SEX IN THE ILlUSTAATIONS Of TEXTBOOKS

IN SELECTED COUNTRIES
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WOHEN IN SCHOOL

TEXTBOOKS

A lihough the scbool system is
moving towardsequitable

access forwomen. it partícipates in
the reproducenofhierarchic
relationsbips between genders
through itspedagcgicaldíscourse
Wiln the aim ofrevealing implicit
senst díscourse in the schoolsystem.
one lineof researrh has tumed outlo
bevery important theanalysis of
scbool textbooks. Research carried
outindtñerent countries coincides in
showing lhal women appear muen
less frequently thanmen in textbooks.
and iftheydoappear, they are
depicted intheroles traditionally
assigned to females.

InChilean textbooks. whkhare
viewedascompa rauvely more
advanced. only enequarterof the
titles Ieature wornen,and fe minine
figures and references in the text
barelyemount loone thirdof the
101a1. ln the case ofCosta Rica,
feminine figures areelso
approximatelyone third:
nevertheless. references in the text
amountro only one ññhoí the total,
and only t t%oí the tilles mention
women. InGuatemala and Uruguay
wcmen aprear inaneven srnaller
proportion.1n Uruguayan textbooks,
feminine figures amountto t6~, and
in Guatemala, lo 19.1 ~ . The sination,
however, is even worse in Pero where
the greatest inequities regarding
women arefoond in áreas like
Iiteracy and the Ievel of srudies
echieved by the populanon.Women
arepradically non-exístent inschcol
textbooks, and only 6.5%ofthe
figures and 7.8 '1: of Ihe reierences are
related lowomen.

Whenconsidering thedomains
wherethe activities arecarried out,
the first evident fact is that actívíties
preferably take placeoutside fhe
home. Inother words. in textbooks,
Ihe domeslic world isSoo \\l1 much
less.St>condly, w('Imenare depicted as
people",,"nooccupya priori~'

'05

posilion inside theborne, but no!
outside it. In Chile,Costa Rica and
Guatemala, alrrost 5ln ofthe people
sho.....n in the home arewomen. while
in activítiesoutslde theheme, women
figure in¡ess lnanDe¡ oftlle cases.



5eCONOARY

EOUCATlON

SECONDARY EDUCATION ENROLLMENT (I )

ACCOROING TO SEX
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As secondary educationhas
expanded, women naveseenan
improvement in their opportunlty lo

Num~r of sludenu enrol~
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1970 19lKl d990
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oí36%; andel Ccuntrieswith net
ratesclose teorslightlyhigher than
50%, which ineludeChile, Ecuador,
Mexico and Panama.The tate in
Cubil ismuchhigher thaninthe rest

Countrieswith the higher en rollment
growth insecondary educationare
Cuba, Hondurasand Mexico, where
the number ofstudents increased
fou r-fold.Allhough thesecountries
showsimilar growthpattems,
eoverage provided by secondary
education ísvery uneven.Cuba is by
fa r the country with the largest
coverage inhigh schooieducaüonin
the región. with a net reteof70%.
Braziland Venezuela areatt he other
extreme, asenrollment insecondary
educa tiondecreased in absolute
terms. In the case of Venezuela, thís is
accountedfor by the factthat the fi rst
grades ofsecondary educationwere
tra nsferred loprimary education.
Anothercountrywithelmost no
increase inenrollment in thís leve!
isElSa lvador whieh, furthermore.
provídes the lowest eoverage in
the región.

Althoughsecondary education has
growna greatdeal,coverage of the
level is mueh more limited than it is
for basic education Thereare larger
va riationsamongcountries and three
groups can be distinguished:a)
Countries withnet(overage rates
below 30%, Le. Bolivia, Brazil. El
Sa lvador, Honduras, Paraguayend
Venezuela;b)Countries li ke Costa
Rica, with aslightlyhigher coverage

I nthelast twcdccades. cnrollment
insecondary educa tion has

increased ina higber proportion than
growth inbasic enrcllment,as a result
of the lirnited secondary educatlon
coverage intheearly seventies and
the pressurefor more education that
resultedfrom thegeneral increasein
the popuiation's schooling.
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pattcipate atthislevel. Whereas in
1970 female enrollment was less than
49%insevenou tofsixteencountnes,
in 1990 this was onlythe case in ene
oulof thirteencountries.The rnost
slgruficant development tcwards
equality inenrcllment bysex has
been seen in México, where female
enrollment increased from 39%in

1970 lo 50%in 1990.

In 1990, the countrywith the lowest
percentage offemale enrollmenlwas
Bolivia, wirh 46%.Alrhcugh
information brokenclown by scxís
onlyavaiable uplo 1980, the
situationofGuatema la and Peru also
shows how fer behind they are inthis
ateacompared toother countrics in
the region.In contrast, the high
female enrollrnentretes in Nicaragua
and Venezuela, 58%and 57%
respectively is outstanding.

Altiloughaccess losecondary
ed ucalionhas be<ome more equitable
for women, lhe internaldistribulion
byspecial fieldsofstudyshows
imporlantsex-relate<! dispMities.
This silua lion, which isdescribed
ilere indelailonly fo raselect group
ofcountries, is widespread
lhroughoutthe region.

The fi rstdisparilyis in lhechoice
betweengeneral academicschooling

or professional-technical education.
Regardless 01 the dístribution 01 total
enrohment between these two
branchesofhighschooleducanon,
rnen alwaysapplyfor general
academic educationina la rger
proportion thanwomen. On theother
hand, more women select a
professional course. It should be
pcinted out that general acadernic
schooling has treditionallybeen
thought ofasa preparation for
university whereastechnical
education isthe last stage astudent
reaches in the system Thus, in Brazll,
for example, where there isa
relativety higher percenageof
professionelschooling than inthe
cther countriesinthe sample. female
en rollment ís close to50%, while only
one third ofthemen ta ke the
professicnaloption.

Withregard to the choice ofcourses
inlechnkal-professionalschooling,
lhere are differences behveen
counlries according to the courses
thalareoffered. Even so, Ihefe isa
cerlainconsis!ency.Female
enroIlment isconcenlratl'd mainly in
service-oriented coursl'S.ln Colombia
and Chile, the highest percentageof
women are found in business courses;
in Braz,il and Venezuela the highesl
femaleenrollment is found in
teaching, followed bybusiness. Men's

firstchoice isindustrial schooling,
except terBrazil, where a la rge
proportiongo in fo r business careers.
Inal! the countriesexarnined,
enrollment inindustrial and farming
courses. the two arcas mostdosely
connected to production. is
predornina ntly mesculine. The most
significan! difference in this respecr ís
found inChile where 66.3%ofthe
meo end only 3.9%of the worren
take the industrial course.

Allhoughcoverage insecondary
schocling is still insufficientinma ny
couutrics, from the women's poinr of
view, the main problems lie more in
thestructureand intemal processes of
lhesystemthan in wornen's ,l(Ce5S te
education.In terms ofaccess, the
trend insecondary educationpoints
towardequallevels ofenrollment for
men and women. Nevertheless, the
different options in secondary
educalion reproducetradilional sex
reLlteddifferences:womeilare
guided more rapidly toa fin.ll stage
ofeduc,ltion, and in this res¡x'Ct, they
are orienledmainly lowards services
ralher lhan produclion.

ENROLLMENT fOR SEC O N D A RY EDUCATlON, BY SEX, ACCORDING TO TYPE Of EDUCATION ,

IN SEL EC T ED COUNTRIE S
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UNIVERSITY ENROLLHEN T (11 ACCORDING TO SE X

UNIVERSITY

EOUCATION

Betweea1970 and1990.enrollment
inuniversity education grewsub

stantially asitdid at other tevels in
the system. Four times more people
were studying at the university in
1990 thanin 1970.The growth pattem
wasnex homogeneous, fluctuating
berween the high growth in Cuba ,l OO
Honduras. where enrollment in1990
was nine times greater than in 1970.
and the relatively low growthrecor
ded inUruguay, Ecuador and
Nicaragua,where enrollment was
only twice aslarge.

fema le enrollment rol les over50%.The
rcuntries with the hígbest numbersoí
worren in advanced educationin 1990
werePanamá, Uruguay and Cuba.
with66%,59% and a58%, respectively,

Interms oi the progress achieved in
the last twodecades, thechange that
has taken placein Colombia shooldbe
noted:female enrcllment rose from
21%in 1970 t051\ in1990.Cuba.
Ecuador, Mexico andPanarra also
madeconsiderable progress, wíth
vanations bigher than 19 percenege
points.Conversely, very little progress
has been made inElSalvador,
Ilonduras, Paraguay ,lOO Pero where,

despite an expansión in total enroll
ment, the percentageofenmlled
womendid notvary substantiallyln
Honduras,101011enrollment grew 9.6
times. and women's preseoce
increased byonly; poins.lnEl
Salvador, al though totalenrollment
exparded five times betweenthe
eight es aOO the nireties. the percen
tage ofwomendid no( change,The
countrieswith the lowest fenale
enrollmenl in1990 were El Salvador
,lOO Pero.where worren represented
only about eneIhirdoíthe total

Togetherwithunequal eccess. there
I r!' ~j gnir.cant díffererces in uníversity

Per<cnt. r ol_
inU>tal~

1970 1-' (.1990

N.-nbK ol~

olbolh ••n{~l

1970 1980 (.1990

AA~___ '''-1 465.2 m2 ~ <l 41

~-- 281 .... 'Ol'
1lAAZll ~ 0 05 1,409 2 1.sIU " .. "CHILE ~, 119.0 25S.4 " e
COLOMBlA(J) '" UU 4104 21 O "COrrARlo. 101) 'U 36.9 '" " 41 41
CU8A_____ 26.l 1S17 2424 " .. 18
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Althoughil isevident thatwomen

continué te have feweropportumties
thanmen as far ashigherooucalion is
concemed, lhe progress that has been
madein the last t.....odecades is signi
fi cant in Iightoflhe figu res for 1970,
Only twenty fi ve years ago. in
Guatemala and Mexico merely one
fifth oi lhe enrollment inad vanred
educationwas female. and Ihe per
centages reached 40\ in only five Oul
of16 countries. In the eighties the
situalionimproved, bUI onlylhe
Dommican Republic. Panama and
Uruguay had reached paríty. In the
nineties, those three rounlríes !lave
bren pined by Brazil,Colombia,
Cuba, Ecuador ,lOO Venezuela. 0111 \\ilh

Universityeducation, the lopoí the
school system, is the level withthe
smallest numberofwcmen. Allhough
progress in terms ofwcmen's arcess lo
highereducation isseen inall tbe
countr ies, manycountries bavenotyft
reached equalenrollment. Ofthe fou r
teen cou ntries forwhich information
brokendownby sexisavailable, the
figu res for female enrollment are
under 50%in sevenof them.

http:33....,:7


education with regard to the composi
tion ofenrollmentby field ofstudy.
Thereare certain careers thatare basi
cally feminine, in which women's
enrcllment amounts teover 60%;
ca reers where enrollment is practically

egua! incomposition witha percent
age ofwomenbetween 40 and 60 per
cent: and careers that are fu ndamenlal
Iy masculine, where the percentages of
women are under 40%. Accord ing lo
these distinctions. the feminine ca reers

are mass comrnunication and docu
mentation, education science and
teacher training, the humanities, reli
gion and theology, medicine and other
health-related studies. Csreers witha
more equal composition are nalural

THIRD LEVEL ED U C A T IO N ENROLLMENT, BY SEX ANO B Y FIELO OF STUOY.

IN 5ELECTED COUNTRIE5, LA5T AVAILABLE YEAR t i )
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less thanorethird ofthetotal, nene of
the careers ispredomínantly femínine:
on the rontrary,only four C3n.'fTS are
equal in cornpositíonand nine are
nasculine.
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Panarna, which has the hlghes t total
femalc enrollment, only three careers
are equal in composition, fourare mas
cufine, andfiveare fenunine. Jn El
Salvador, where femaleenroUment is

HONDUftAS(1m)

• •
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Thedistributionoíenrcllmentby
ca reer varíesfromonecountry ro
another, as canbeseen inthegraphs.
Amongcountriesfor which thcse sta
tisr ics are avaiable by sex,
Nica ragua appears tooffer women the
bestopporturuties. onlyenecareer can
be considcred masculine, while seven
outofa totaloftnirteenare cqual in
composition.Thedistribution issimi
lar in Cuba.On tnecther hand, there is
a more segmented stnxture in

sdence, law,mathcrnatics andcomput
erscence. managcrnentand trade.
Masculinecareersare agnculture and
engineering.Once again, careers most
closely linked toproductiontend lo be
masculine, whereas the service-rela ted
professionsare rnostly feminine.
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COVERAGE PROVIOEO

BY THE EOUCATlONAL

SYSTEM

There IS considerable inequality
between the different levels in

the educatíonal system with regard to
enrollment tates orcoveragE.' which
are caused by differences in their
development and orientation.
Primary education is the level wlth
the highesl coverage. In 1990 it was
over 70%inall the countries for
which dataareavailable. Eight of
them offered virtually full coverage,
with net enrollmcnt tates of cver90%.

Secondary education, onthe other
hand, was much more restrirted, and
thedifferences between countries in
IhE.' regi ón were la rger. This point can
be demonstrated by comparing IhE.' sir
uation inElSalvador, where hígh
sehool education Is completely elitist,
and the situañcn inCuba, which has a
broad-based secondary ed ucatíon with
a net covE.'rage of70%. Advanced edu
catión inthe regionis still highlyselec
uve, and coveragE.' retes arebelow 25%
in most ofthe countriesin the reglen.

Enrollment re tes also illustrate thedif
ferences inwomen's situationbyedu
cational level. In mcstcountries. prl-

mary education íspractically equal in
composilion, and progress fo r women
can be seen at thisleve!between 1970
and 1990. ThE.' countries that are fa r
thest behlnd inthis respectare
Guatemala 119701, Peru (1970) and
Bolivia (1 990).Secondary education is
also practkally equal incomposition.
althcugh the fact that the variations
tend ro favor wornen, particularlyin
Cuba, is worth mentioning. Boli via
and Perocontradict thís tendenryas
thepercentage of men isrnuch highcr.
Inadva nced education thesituaticn is
reversed.In most cases, masculino
coverage isgreater, with the exception
of Cuba once again.

SCHOOL ENROLLHENT RATIOS ACCORDING TO SEX ANO LEVEL Of EOUCATION
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TEACHERS

PERCENTAGE Of WOHEN IN THE TEACHING STAFFS.

BY lEVEL Of EDUCATION (11.
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Inhigher education, the numbers ot
women are evensmaüer,Cuba, íor
mstance, the country wilh tbe Iargest
number oí female university protessors.
has 4-1 \ oí womenon theleachingstafl,
whereas In Paraguay wornen onl)'
amount lo15' .

Thecomposition of the teechingstaff
by SE'Xishighlystratified in the

región. \\'omen are lhe majoriry at the
NSE' 01 thesystem and lile sinarion
reverts higherupthe scale ofeducatíon
Therefore,atthe preschoollevel nearly
all tbe teeching lscarr ied outbywomen.
At the primary level, womenrepresent
two thirds or moreof the reachíngstaff
Insecondary education lhe percentages
evenout, and tbendecreee loore third
al rhe advanced level.

At the secondary level, the presence oí
women does oot rcacb the~me levels
asinprimary education.Iherountry
wüh the largest numberofwomenal

this level isonce again Argentina, wilh
67%of the women teachers insecondary
education.ElSalvador,on the cthe
hand, has a lowff number. just31%of
the women teachers.

The composition oftbe teachmgstaff
shows ímportantvarie tions fromone
country toanorher.Al rhe prescheol
level, Chile and Cuba record the snall
es percentages ofwomen, S8~ and

, respectively, inIhOSf countries
molle teachers haveonlyrecently been
accepted in preschccleducation.In
basic education the percentages cr
womenvary between57%01thc reach
ers in Bolivia and 91 %inArgentina.
Apparenlly, the SE'X composition01 the
teachingstaff isnol related to the cover
age provided by the educationallevel. it
is moreclosely related to thedarecteris
tics ofthc education processes and the
vaíue given to the teaching protession.
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O
ver the pastthree decades,
significan! progress has
talen placein the reglen as

regards health.The increase in hEt'
expecta ncy al birth, frcm54 to 71
years forwcmen and from50 lo66
for meo, asanaveragefor theregión,
s el clear indicatorofIhOSE'
achievements.There are manycracks
in the imageofprogress. however,
nolall thedirrensions induded have
ad vanced atthesame rateoThere are
also significantgapsbetween
countries.

Wilh respect lo basic sanitary
conditions, piped \·..aterservice
reaches 86%af theurban population
and 48'11 of the ruralpopulation.
Wastt'disJ'OS<lIcoH'Ts 81%inurban
áreasand 39% in rural áreas.
Althougbtotal coverage has notbeen
achit'vt'd,al leastmosloí the
population hasaccess lO Ihose oosk
sa nitary servict'$.

Human resourct'S in ¡he heallh
syslemha\'{' alsoincreased during
lhe pasldecadesinall of Ihe
reunlries inthe region.l nsorne
cases, the incrt>ase has been mainlyin
medicalpmonOf'Iand inothers, in
medicalas.sisla nts. bul inbolhcases
thenumbE'r ofIraioo.:l heallh-care
providersper inhabilant has risen.
l:kvelopmt>nls in infraslruclure,
mNSUrN bythe number of hospital
OOJs per inhabilanl, have notbeen
favorable.This has \:leeninfluenced
byIhe resl rictive budgelarypolicies
applied ineverycounlry.Even in
Cuba, the economiccrisis has
aflectedinveslmenl inheallh.

-
~

H E A t: T H

~S

Progress has alsc had animpacl on
the mortalilysrructure, which has
decreased and movedtowards higher
agegroups.Twosignificant changes
in this respectarereduction in
mortality intheO-4 yearagegroup,
which inthe1985-1990 pertod wasat
anaverage regional reteof12.0 per
onethousand mhabitants, and
reduct ion in maternalmorlality in
most of thecountnes.The latter is
ronsistent with the ímprovementin
covt>rage ofprotessional care during
p~nancy and delivery,

When aralyzing tllt> maincauses of
death we can talk ofanepidemiologic
transilionin most of thecountriesin
the región.although information is
hetercgeneous regarding dates. In the
región, the maincauses ofdeath,
considering a simple average are:
hearl diSfase. malignanltumorsand
cell'brovasculdr disease. Dealhs
relaled lopoverty. Jike nulritional
disease, inlestinal in f('(lions or
respiratory diseaseare less importdnl
although in sorne countries thereis
slill a highincidenct>of Ihem in lht>
yt>ars ind icated .

Nt'vertht>less. nolevt>rylhingisso
encouraging; very importanl
problems slilJ exiSl.ln reproductive
ht>allh.a particula rlysensilivt> issut>
for .....omen, lhereis~i ll a long WiJYlo
go; mdtemal mortalityhas fallenhui
il isstill highinseveral eounlries;
dbortion is a frequent practiee, and,
when carried oulininappropriale
condilions, il resulls in
hospilalilalion and death.Abortionis
lhe maincause ofmalernal death.

IIJ

The highincidence ofebortíon is
ccnsistent with the limitedcoverage
of family planmng services.

Theother importanl probletn refers
lodifferencesbetweencountries and
within thern. Thedifference between
countries like Boliviaand Guatemala.
with the worst health conditions in
the región.and others like Cesta Rica
orCuba, with the highestlevel
development. is amazing.

loCosta Rica, lífe expectaecy is79
yearsforwomen and 74for meo;
theteare12.6doctors.lOO 22.0
medkal assístantsfore\'erylO,cm
inhabitants, thereis lolalcowrage of
basic sanitary services in the urban
all'a;9Q% ofwomen and 84.8%of
men dieafter60 yearsofagt'. Infanl
mortali tyis13.7P" thousand live
birlhsand morlalilyofchildrenunder
5years is 3.3 per lhousand.Malernal
morlality is 4.0 per len thousaod Iive
births,and professional prenala land
delivery earet'xct't'ds tXl%. InCuba,
wheresignificant progress has bren
achie\'N in heallh, figures drf' similar.
ando insorne cases, t'Veo betlt'r.

In Bolivia.00 Illt> conlrary, lift'
t'xpectallC)' barelyexeeNs60 years
for women aOO 57 fo r meno(In
Gw temala, wilh somewhat higher
figurt'S. hfeexpectancydoes nol
exceN70 years for mt'nor women).
Thereare4.5 physicians and 8.8
medicalassislanls forevery 10,(0)
people;saoitary coverage reacht'S
80%ofthe urban populaliooand is
very scaree in Ihe rurdlarea;only64%
ofthe women and58%ofIhe men die



after60years ofage. Infantmorta li ty
is 75.1peronethousand, and lhatof
child renunder5years is 21 .6 per one
thousand.The maternal mortality
rate is 24.7 per then thousand live
birthsand professional care during
delivery'does not exceed 40%of the
births.

Theother countries in the región are
located between theseextremes. The
following list, roughly in order,
rnakes itpossible torecognize the
most advanced countries, among
which areArgentina, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Mexico,
Panama, Uruguay and Venezuela.
I3olivia, I3razil, Ecuador, ElSalvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua,
Paraguay, Peru and the Dominican
RepublicshowIess progress.

Fromthe pointofviewofwomen, the
mostgeneral ind ica tors seemtofavor
them: theirlife expeclancy is higher,
fewer women die compared wilh
menand they dosoata more
advanced age. On reproductive
heaIth issues, however, the region is
fa r behind. Anexpressionof
deficiencies in this area is the lackof
completeand syslematic information
related toreproductive behavior.
Thereare no nat ional records on the
use ofcontraceptives, and
information about abortionis
practicallyconcealed. Information on
women'sdesiresand demandsis
even less rigorous;onlyin a few
countries aresurveys carriedout
asking about the desirable numberof
children.

Amajorissueofconcern in
reproductive health is related to

maternal mortality. Although figu res
arenot extremely high,a significant
percentage ofmaternal deathscanbe
avoided withappropriateresources
and timelycareoThus, it is alarming
thatalmost at theend ofthecentury,
in lOofthe 19 countries analyzed this
ratestill exceeds 14.0per ten
thousand live births. Ratifying the
fact thatmaternalmorlalitycan be
avoided it should be mentioned tha t
the rnaincauseofdeath isinfection
complications from abortions,

Asecond well-known problem ís the
high incidence ofabortion in the
region; it isusedin practice asabirth
controlmethod, implyinga high risk
towomen'shealth. It ís notsurprising
that women resort toabortion,
considering the useand type of
contraceptive methods applied.As
seen in mostofthecountries Ior
which informalion was available,
coverage ofmodemcontraceptiva
methods is limited. Insome cases,
womenresort to low-efficiency
contraceptive rnethods, like the
rhythm method, which in Peru and
Bolivia is the most commonly used
birth control method. In many
countries, a fina lsolution isadopted:
womensterilize themselves (or they
aresterilized), Among the
contraceptivemethods used,
sterilization is the predominantone
inColombia, I3razil, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Guatemala,Mexico, the
DominicanRepublic.

Lastly, wornen'sdesiresandinterests
must beconsidered on these issues.
Accord ing toin íormation available,
women adhere toan ideal rnodelof
low birth rates:most ofthemwanl to
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have two children or fewer, with the
exception ofsomecountries. More
detailed information is requ íred,
however, in order loanalyze the
conlext ofthis dernand and its
variations according lo age, urbanor
ruralarea of residence, social class,
educationand employmenl, to
determine whal the unsatisfied
dernand is regarding birthcontrol
andthe demographic inequityin
those aspects, With that inforrna tion,
morespecificmeasurescan be
adopledsoal! wornen caneffec tively
exercise their reproductive rights.



LIFE

EXPECTANCY

L1FE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH, ACCORDING TO SE X , 1950-1960
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In 1990, Panamá, Argentina and Chile
showcd lhe highest sex differencesin

Ji fe expectancy (moretban7)'t>ars);
Bolivia, Nicaragua.Cubaand
Paraguayshowed the lowest
differencesbetween men and women
(1C'SS than3.8 )'eil rs), Even though
thcrc is nodircct relationshipbetween
highcr lífe cxpcctarcy and a higher
gapbetween menand women. there
isa trend in this sense, asthe
population's life expcctancy mcreases.
differences by sex also increase.

Althoughin mostcou ntrics thc
difference betwcenrnen aOO women
has bcreased. inParaguay aOO
Bolivia it is the opposíte.The íncrease
in fife expectancy lormen is s1ighlly
higher than it is for womcn, rcsulring
ina reduction ofthe difference
between the seres.

Lile expectancy albirthhas
increased signiñcantly OH'r thc

past forty years inthereglen. whkh is
adearexpressionofthe
developments inthe populetion's
gereal healthconditions.Acrording
loCELADE estimares. the increase in
life' expectarcy for women has beco of
18)'t>ars.Thus. il has nsen from 535
}'ears in 1950 lo71 .-1 )'t>ars in1990. In
the case ofmen. theincrease,
although signiñcant,isjower, aOO the
difference infavorofwomenin1990
is largt>r than in 1950; in that yeattbe
differencein the región between
women and men was3..1 years.
whereas in 1990 itwas 5.2 years.

While the region ingeneralsbows an
increase in the difference bctween
men aOO women, thegapberween the
countries issmaller both for men and

III



LIF'E 'EXP'ECTANCY AT 81RTH, 8Y AR'EA

IN 5'EL'ECTED COUNTRIES

u"', .....
w_ .... w_

"~

COl""'" "" ." no lO' ,<7
- -

DQHlNICAN REP. 1985-1 9'lO 69.1 ~J ".• '"~---

HEXICO 1985-19'lO 71,1 "-' 67.9 617- - -
'''''"'' 1985- lm 76.6 --1 1.8 71.1. roo

men,as in the Dominican Republic.fn
thatcountrylife expeelancy for urban
women is5.3years h igber than il is
for rural women, wbereas lífe
expectancy forurbanmenisonly 1.8

yearshigher than it is forrural mm

moresharply, from third lo tenth
place, and Brazildescended from
ninth lo fi fteenth.

As is true inotherspheres linked lo

accesstomódem íechrclcges and
services. Iife expectancy is lcwerin
rural areas. According lo inforrration
available fora groupofselected
cou ntries. Iife expectancy in rural
ateasis2 lo5years lower than in
urban areas. InCclomba.the
Dominican Republk andMéxico, Ihe
differencesaresimilarbetween men
andwomen; if Iife expectancy is""'0

years higherfor women in urban
áreas, it is also Iwoyearsmore toe

The irregulargrowth rete has
resulted ina rewrankingof the
countries in the regtononthis matter.
Thus.Costa Rica,which wasin fifth
place in the regiónin1950 is the
highest-rankedcountryin1990.
Uruguayand Argenti na,onthe
conrrarj;whichhad the highest life
expectancies in the reglen in1950,
occupied the Iourthand fi fthplacea
respectlvely in1990, Paraguay fell

for women.The regionaldifference
for women was 17.7)'ears in 1990 and
it was 27)'earsin1950;howevet the
situationamong fhecountries isnot
al all homogeneous.

Although01 11 of thecountries showan
increase inlífe expectancy notalloí
themmcdiñed theirsituatíonal the
same rhythm. Honduras shcwsthe
largest increasein Iifeexpeetancy,
witha var ia tion oí 26.9 years for
womenaOO 24.9yearsfor men.

Urugua)~ onlhe conmry shows the
leastcha nge.witha dfference of6.3
)"ears for womenand 6.0 for meno
Paraguay, Argentina and Brazi!are
also countnes withcomparatively
slowergrowth than theothers.

UFE 'EXPECTANCY BY SEX, 1990-1995
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HEALTH

CONOITlONS AND

HEALTH SVSTEHS

HEALTH SYSTEH RESOURCES

1970-1990
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Those figures, which reflect a
favorableglobalsituation,become
relative whentbesituation is

analyzed countryby country,as
IhE'l'E' issignificantheerogeneíty in
theregión and anincrease in the
regionalgap. Ihe difference between
countries was17.2doctorsin1970,
for every 10,(0) people, and it was
38.9 doctors in1990. In the caseof
medicalassísnnts. thegap increased
from17.0 to59.5, In bothareas,
Cuba was tbecountry with the
bestsituation inthe 1990s, and
Bolivia wasoneof the less
developed .Thisísdcsely related
lothe policies applied inboth
countnes onthis matter.

Thehealth systems otthe
countries in the regiónshcw

generalgrowth inhuman resocrces.
Figures doubled in ¡970-1990 both
in the number ofdoctorsand
medicalassistants. In the caseof
doctors. the average for the región
rose from6.210 14.9 doctors forevery
10,000 people,and inthecaseoí
medical assistants. il increased from
10.9 to 19.6medical assistantsfor
every 1O,IXXl people.

_ : ( 11 _ ......... _ ... -... _

1f wecomparetheincrease in the
number ofdoctcrs and medical
essístants between 1970and 1990, we
ca nsee that thereisa trend inmost
developed countres lo írcrease the
numberofdcctors, and inless
developed countries lo increase the
number ofmedica! assistants.
Argentina,Chile, Costa Rica,
Ecuador, ElSa lvador, Honduras,
México, Panam áand Venezuela
are in the firs tcase; Bolivia, Brazll,
Colombia,Cuba,Cuatemala.

Paraguay and Pero are in thesecerd.

Althoughingeneral terms IhE' región
has seenan improvement inits
human resourresinthe health area,
at the sanelime therehas beena
deteriorationintheinfrastructure
and equipment, expressed inthe
number ofhospital beds per
inhabitant.There was anaverageof

3.1 hospital beds for ev.ry thousand
ínhabitants in lhe regiónin 1970, a
figure that fell lo 2.4beds in1990.
Although there WE'I'E' differences in
the time when tbe reduction
occurred, there wasadecreaseinthe
bed/ inhabitantratio inal! of thc
countries after twodecades, except
for Paraguay, which, after asharp
decrease wasable torecover its 1970

m



BASte HEALTH eONOITION5, BY AREA. 1910-1990figurewith aslight improvement. As
regards the number ofbeds,Cuba is
once again thecountry inthe best
situation, while Méxicoshowsthe
largest deñcít.
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áreas in bothservices and also with
relativelyhighpercentages of
coveragein rural areas. In both
countries, significanrinvestmentwas
camed outduring the period beíng
analyzed,espeoally inrural áreas.

Thereare importa nI differences in the
coverageof piped water and wastc
disposal inside the countries, between
urban and ruralateas. In urban arcas,

bothservices haveamuchlarger
ccverege-Thecountrywith themost
significant urban-rural differences is
Chile,and Venezuela ísthe rrost
homogenecus.

In terms ofbasic sani taryconditions,
there has been significant
improvement in the región over
the past two decades. Piped water,
which reached anaverageof63%of
the urban population in1970,
covered 86% in1990, and coverage
ofthe ru ral population rose from 15%
lo48%.Coverage ofthe waste
dispcsal systemalso grew during the
period. from38%to81%inurban
ateas. An increase was also seen in
rural áreas: coverage was 15%in
1980 and jI was39%in 1990. In1970
nocountry had totalcoverage of
thoseservices, and ín1990,Chile,
Costa Rica,Cuba and Panama had
100%coverage inurbanáreasof
both services.

Radicaldifferences arealsc
encountered when comparing
countries. Paraguayisa particularly
backward country in th is respect. in
1990,only50%of the urban
population and17%ofthe rural
population had piped water.
Paraguay also has oneof thernost
modérategrowths. especially ifwe
consider the country's siruaüon in
1970. Cuba and Panamá,on the
other ha nd,are the oreswith the
bestleveisofcoveragein the región,
with percentages of100%inurban

"'



MORTALlTY

ANO ITS CAUSES

The higher hfe expectarcy of
Latín America's population al

presenl isconsistent with tbe
lransformalionsin themortality
structure that havetakenplace
between1950 and 1990: mortality
rolleshave falleninall oí Ihf'
rountries inthe región.and rrortahty
has movedlowards higherage
groops.

Ifweanalyze the mortalitystructure,
wecansee tha ttbemost signiñcant
rhange has takenplace inmortatityin
the G-4 yearagegrou p. Allhe
reg ionallevel (simple average)that
rol lewas42.6P" ore thousand
inhabitantsin1950-55whereas il was
12.0 in1985-90.Mortahty for this age
group representedabout ore Iiñh of
all deaths in1950-55, and il reached
5.6\ in1985-90.Afactthat reñects
thedrama tkchanges in the mortality
ofIhe04 age group istbat in 1 985-~

thebíghestdeathrolle was inBoliv' ia,

with 265 deaths forevery one

thousandinhabilants;alloftbe
countnes have retesbelow26.5 for
f'vf'ryone thousand inhabitants.Onl)'
tbree countries had tatesbelowthat
figurein1950-55forthatagegroup,
and thehighest figu re wasalsoin
Bolivia, with a mortahtyof73.1 for
ever)' onelhousand inhabitants.

Acharacteristic oí themortaiity
structurethet has remainedconstant
during this period is Ihatmaledea th
ratesareslighll)' higher tha nfemale
retesinall rountries. In lhecase of
worren, 80\ ofdeaths occur after 60

HORTALlTY ACCOROING TO SEX ANO AGE , 1950 _1990
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years ofage,and in thecaseofmen
the percentage falls lo72.1%, always
consideringasimple regional
average.

Thegap between ccunrrics in general
death retes has narrowed between
1950and 1990. Differences were
relatively small in the 1985-1990
periodo Female death retes were
mostly between 13.0and 15.9 per one
thousand inhabitants and rnale death
tates. between 14.0and 16.9.Bolivia
is the country with thebíggest

diñerence with respect loboth
women and menoThe gap between
the countries with theh ighestand
lowest death tate was4.2 points for
women and 4.4 points for men in
1985-1990,whileit was 9.2 and 10.2
poi nls in 1950-55, respectively

Dfferencesbetween countries are
moresignificant withrespect lo the
age composttion ofmortality. The
higher life expectancy ofsorne
countries isexpressed in the
concentrationofdeaths after60 years

ofage.Thecountryinthebes!
situationisCosta Rica, where 90%of
femete deathsand84.8%ofmale
deaths occur after60 yearsoíage.
Bolivia is at tbe other end, where
only 64.2%offemaie deaths and
58.4%ofmale deaths occurafter60
yearsofage.

According to their mortali ty
structure, tbe countries intheregión
canbe classified into two large
groups.Afirst group of less
devetoped countries, witha

MORTALlTY ACCOROING TO SEX AND AGE, 1950-1990
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mortalitytate in the D-4 yea rgroup ofmortality is quite horrogeneoos in numerous, reaching figures near

exceeding 12.0 for evt'ry ene the region; inall of the countries, the 55%; also. in the5019 and 20-59 year

thousand iehabita nts ard adeath total numberofdeaths isdistributed age groupmale deaths aremore

rateoí more than80% inthegroupof almostequallybetween menand numercus, especially in tbe5019year

60 years and overoBolivia, Brazil. women, althoughpercentages for age group. ln the laslagegroup,
Ecuador, B Salvador,Guatemala. men areslighlly higher, Homogeneity however, theralio revertsand deaths

Honduras, .\Jica ragua, Peru and the between countnes asregards ofwomenare more numerous,

Dominican Republic areindudedin percentagedistribution between

this group.Thesecordgroupismsde womenand men ateachege level ís Thisdislribulionisconsistenl with

upofmore developed counlries, scrprísíng. especially inlighl of the the higher Iífe expectancy ofwomen

where mortalítyin the0-4 )'eargroup differences betweenccuntries in theregión, which indkatesthat

is under 12.0 forewl)'one thousand cbservedinthe mortality structure female deaths arecorcentrated efter

aOO the deathrateof the group thal is analyzedabove. It shoukl be pointed 60 years oíage while male deaths

60 yearsand over exceeds 81 %. out that. regardless of the rnortality occur most frequentlyinlower age

Argentina,Chile, Colombia,Costa rete, distributionby sex ofmortahty segments.

Rica.Cuba. "1exico. Parama. ísequivalent in.1 11 countries.

Paraguay, Uruguay andVenezuela
belong inthis group. üistr ibution oídeaths by sexhas the

followingcharacteristics. in the O- 4

b global figures, thesex composition Yfarage group, male deaths aremore
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Ifweanalyze thisdistribution over
time, wecansee tbatthe differences
betweenmen and women byage
segmenl have inrreased.as well as
thedifferences in life expectancy of
thetwo. The trsnsformationinthe
compositionbysexbetween 1950 and
lW is more radical in intermediare
age groups, between 5and 19 years
and between 20and 59 years.!n the
195D·55period, the region'ssimple
averageshows thaI 38.0%ofthe
deaths between5and 19 years
corresponded tofemales and 62.0%
lomales; in1985-1990 the
percentageswere30.1%and 69.9%
respectivelyln that age groupdeaths
ofmalesdoubled those offemales. It
issimilar in the20-59 yeargroup,

wherethe men/women ratio
cha nged from1.110 1.5.

Differences between countries in the
1985-1990 period are also more
important inthose agegroups,
especally intbe5-19 agegroup.
Countries with lower lifeexpectancy
have more deathsof females inthis
age group and. thcrcforc, the
differenceincomposition by sexís
smaller. In thosecases,dístribut ion is
deselo38%lar womenand 62%for
menoIn countries wlth higher life
expecta ncy the fi gures are 25%for
womenand 75%formen. ln this
ambit, twocountries show
particularlyextremefigures:
Nicaragua and ElSalvador, whose

male mortality in the510 19 year
groupis77%.
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Epidemiologic transition has been
described asthe tra nsfer from a
morbidstructurewitha prevalenceof
intestinaland respt ratorydiseases
effec ting the whole population from
the earliest period ofin fa ncy loa
prevailingstructu re ofcardicvascular
disease and ca ncer, mainlyaffecting
olderadu'ts.This trensfer is
associated with developmentand
overcoming poverty

Accordingto this process, and
although the latest informaricnis
heterogeneous regardingdates, the
countries in the región ca nbe dassi
fied between two peles.atone extre
me,Guatemala, the country with the
mostunderdeveloped epidemiologic
structure. which isconsisten twith the

general laginthatcountry in health
and educationservices. InCuate
mala, the main cause ofmale deafhs
in 1984 were perinatal infections and
ofwomen'sdeatbs, intestinal
intections. Jf men and womenare
analyzed asa whole, themaincauses
ofdea thin that country indecreasing
order were: intestinal infections,
respiratory disease, perinataldisease,
nurritiona ldeñciencies, and. finaUy,
heartdisease.Guatemala is the only
country where nulritional
deficiencies are eneof the ma¡n
causes of mortality Likewise, there is
a signiñcant numberofpoorly
defineddeaths.

Costa Rica isat theother extrerne.Jn
that countrythe main cause oídeath

in 1988 for rnenand womenwas
maligna nt turnors, followed by heart
disease, accidents and, last.with
very red uced tates, perinataldisease.
lnfections or respiratory disease
were notamong the main causes01
death

Betweenthesetwo peles, in the early
'80s therewasa fírsl groupof
countries made upofHonduras,
Peru and ElSalvador, where
intestinal, respiratoryand perinatal
diseases prevailed among the main
causes ofdeath.Thesecond group in
the mid.'80s was made upof
Paraguay, Mexko, Dominican
Republic and Ecuador; in this group
intestinaldísease had not been
eliminared as acauseofdeath,

HAIN CAUSES os DEATH B Y SEX oALL AGES, LAST AVAILABLE YEAA
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and cardiovascular disease
predominated.The thirdgroup, in
second half ofthe 'SOs, ineluded
Uruguay, Brazil,Cuba andChile,
where cardlovascular dlsease and
malignant tumors clearly prevailed,
but therewere sti ll respíratory
disease likeinfl uenza and
pneumonia.The lastgroup ineludes
Argentina, Venezuela, Colombia
(1984 )and Nicaragua (992), where
heart disease and malignant fumors
prevail and respiratory or intestina l
diseases are not among the main
causes ofdeath.

Wilhrespect tothe quahtyof
recording,it must be poínted out that
thatthere arehigh figures for
ilddefined causesofdeath insevera!
countries. InHonduras, Brazil and El

Salvador fhe ratesof ilddefined
causes exceed 100.0for every one
hundred thousand.Cuba andCesta
Rica arethecountrieswith the best
medicaIrecords.

In regionalterms, consideringa
simpleaverage and disregarding the
dífference in the dates, the main
causeofdeath for women and menis
hea rtdisease, followed bymalignant
lumors and cerebrovascular disease,
whkh havesimilar tates.

HAIN CAUSES Of DEATH BY SEX, All AGES, lAST AVAILABLE YEAR
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80th infant mortalityand mortalily in INFANT HORTALlTY AND HORTALITY IN CH ILDREN UNDER

children under 5years ofage has 5 YEARS OF AGE. 1970.1995

decreased between 1970 aOO 1990 in
all ofthe countriesinthe region.The -- l'1omlitJ In dlIcIrN ......
simple averdgeshowsthat infant l~ ,..1!wMaoIlI'" boWI S,anof..,.

mortalityhas decreased by hal! ard (Raes per_1:IWIIN ......

rrortaliry ofchildren under5years oí 1976- "... ,.... In.. ,- ,....
I"S ".S "" I" S "" 1m

age byaneven higher percrnlage
(56ll.I.However, tbeaverage rate of AA""""" <U n> 24.3

regional iníantmortality (simple BOlMA ISIJ "" '"
average) íshigh, with 38.0deetbs for BAAZl ID lO' '11

<HU .., n1 15.6
every 1,000 live births.Mortalityof -

child renceder 5yearsofageissorne- COlOMOlA no m )7.0 110 '"what lower, bu t stíll significant.with COSTÁPJCA 'u 19.2 n .1 IU "
a regional averagetateof11.2per CUIA 1I5 ". tU "

.,
1,0CKl inhebitants (simple average). DOMJNlCAN R m 715 <l, ~., '"

'CUAOOIl no la, 'H JO.' JO , IJJ
Al presentthe country with the nw.vAOOR. ... n. '" B J B.' IU

lowest inJant mortalitysCuba,with GUAmwA '" J" ... )1.1 lU 17.4

a rol leoí 11.8deatbs for e\'l?ry 1,(0) HOtO..OAS "U '" ". l17 '" "'
hve births. Bolivia isat the otherend -eecc ... '" "O lOJ ue u
witha rateof 75.I.Cuba and Bolivia NICARA<l». '" lS.6 su '" lIJ ,..
alsorepresent the extremes for moría- -- -

'''''"'' 414 JO. 111 IU U ..-
Iity ofchi\d renunder5yearsoíage, 'AAAGUAT .., '" 1&1 161 '" 110

with tatesof2.9.lOO 21.6 per1,(0)

"'" IIU n. .... 1&• 26.2 l1l
respectively The regional gap for

l.OlJGUAT "J ns lOO 10.8 "
..,

infan l mortality ís higher than for - -

V!NE2l.<lA 98' ' U 112 "J U "mortalityofchild renunder5 years of
age; tbere is also more polarization in LA11N AMOOCA

(~ lotnttJ 71.' ... ' iD BJ 16.4 ",
thecountries in this respeet.Onene
band, there is agroupof7moredeve-
loped countnes withretes between
1LOand 26.0per 1,000 live births and.

!onthe other; a groupofless develo- INfANTHORTAUTl,1976-1995

ped countries with rol lesover 36.0. !
ll-por ............... •

' 00 •Tbeeffortsthat have been made by .1
countries inthís area OVe! the past "•two decades areelso different.On the ISO ' OUV1A :i

positíveside, progress hasbeen
1•,

outstanding in Cl\ile where the 1970 100 I
reteshave been notably reduced LA"" {

AI1fRlCA_________ ,
placing il after Cuba aOO Costa Rica, 1which bave tbelowest ratesintbe so -CUBA -

~regíon.On the negaüveside. the slow
progress ofParaguayand Brazil O
should be mentioned.Althoughthey 1911).15 1911).15 199G-95 j
reduced their mortalityrol les, theydid
soalalower ra te thanthe other
countries intheregión.
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Different typesofcancer do nol
affect men and womenequally At a
regionallevel, considering the simple
average, the highest percentage of
deaths from cá ncer inwomen
correspond tocáncerofthe uterus:
second locá ncerof the digestive
syslem Inot induding colonand
stomach)and third, loanother female
cá ncer, whkh is breestcáncer,

The main causes ofdeath from
cá ncer inmen are stomach cáncer,
cancerofthe digestive system
(excludingcolonand stomach) and
the respiratory system.

A1thoughthis isthe general trend of
prevalencein deaths due lo cancer,
there are variafionsbetween

countries as regards percentages. In

Cuba, for example. acountry with
hightobacco consumption. the
percenlageoftracheal. bronchial and
lung cancer issignificant.andit isthe
main causeofdeathfrom cancer in
womenand meno In the caseofmen.
the second causeis prostatecanee,
which in that country shows the
híghest percenlagesin the regton,
after the Dominican Republic,

MAIN CANCER DEATHS ACCOADING TO SEXo 1990 <'l
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HORTALITY RATES fOA BAEAST ANO CERVICAL CAN CEA

IN WOHEN AGEO 35 TO 64 YEA RS, IN SELECTEO COUNTRIES

HOST RECENT YEAR

~"., lOO,IXIO_1

C~.., Yeu '~m Cenia!

~" ~"

AIlG!NTNA ".. 510 IO ~

BAAZI. "" lU ''''CHl! ".. VJ '"COlOHOA "" 1" DJ
COSTA lJCA ".. ) 1.1 1IJ d

aCl.O< "" '" '" f"""""'". "., Il O 111

ECURDOIl "" ,V '" ,
8. 5ALVADOl "" .. 1 ~.1 •
GlJA"""" ".. " ... ,,
I'EXlCO ''''

,., lI8 •
NICAAAQJA '''' ,., u. 1
'''''"'' ".. lOJ '<a 1
...u ,... IlJ 14.1 3
"'UGUAY '''' 140 1),4 g
"N!ZUS.A '''' 2l.9 11.8 •
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where it is the maincause oi death in
men.ln Paraguay, tbeinc iderceoí
bladdercáncerinmen is notable as
WE'Uas theIow flE'rcenlage ofprostate
cá ncer, ThE' larter reachespercerl tages

ofapproximately 10%inall 01the
countries, except Paraguay where it is
05%. InChile, IhE' high percentage of
deaths inwomendue locancer in
"otber organs of thedigestive
system" should be pointed out. lt ís
the maincause ofdeathfromcancer
inChile, followed bycancerof the
stomachand the uterus. In Costa
Rica, Ecuadorand ElSalvador
stomachcáncer isalsoeneofthe
ma incauses ofdeath from cáncer
among women.

Caoceroftheuterus isthe main
cause ofdeath from canrer among
women in9countries withavailable
inforrranon in the region.The
country withthe bighest pE'rcentage
ofthis kindoícarcer ls Nicaragua,
whereit represents35.8%oi the
deatbsof .....omen from cancer. In
Uruguay, it isleast prevalent, with
8.5%. Breast cá ncer, although
importani, is lessfrequen t,
relatively Jt ís the main cause of
deathamong womenonly in
Uruguay,although in othercountries
it is thesecond cause ofdeath from
cáncer.The country with thehighest
pmentageofbreast cancer is
Uruguay, where itaccounts ior20.5'
of Iht> deaths ofwomen fromcancer.
On the contrary. the country with the
lowest J'ff«'ntage isEl Salvador.
....ith 3.5\ . Bothcancers can be
considered exCt'Ss or overmortality
becaust' theycanbe preventoo by
applying preventive measum , Iimely
delf'ct ion andprovid ing trE'alment to
cases in thf' initial stages. The figurf's
also rewdl limitN aecess lo thoSt'
lpchnologiesfor womenfrom low
social levels.

whendeath retesfrombreas! and
cervical cáncer inwomen in the35-64
agegroupareanalyzed, differerces
canbe observed inthe prevalence of
one or theother. In mortalíty tates

due lo breas! caree; regional
varietions are quitea bith igber tban
for cáncerof the uterus, and,
tberefore, the scatter isgreateramong
ccuntries. In the first case, the
extremes areseen in Uruguay-witha

rete of74.0 per thousand-and
Gua temala -with a rate of 6.0. In the
second case, extremes are seee in
fo.'lexico -witha rate oí31.8- and
Argentina •w itha rateoí tO.4.

11 should be pointedout that the
countries with the highest tatesof
breastcánceraretheoreswith the
best developed healthsystems aOO
sanitary conditiors, ingeneek

11.

Uruguay, Argentina.Cuba and Chile.
In thecaseofcáncerofthe uterus. this
same relationshipdoes not exisc
Meneo, Chile. Nicaragua .lOO
Panarraaretbeccontries witb the

highest ra tes in theregión



DISCHARGES FROM HOSPITAL ACCORDING TO CAUSES, BY SEX

IN SELECTED COUNTRIES, LAST AVAILABLE YEAR-AltGENTlNA COSTAIUCA (I) C"LE ECUADOR ,
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HORBIOITY

Stanstkalinformationaboul
morbidity isweakand

fragmented.In tnilny conntries il is
not evailablebecausethere¡.,no

updated data orcentralized records.
Incountries where there is systematic
information, it isonly fccussed onthe
morbidity recorded inhealth services.

It isinteresting loanalyze theinfor
maüon available in re la tionlo four
selected counrries. In percentage
terms, tbe maincauseofhospitaliza
tion in womenislinked loreproduc
tion: 1M information available for 1M
fou rcountres that wereanalyzed
sbowsthat more than.ro", ofwo

men's hospitalízatíon corresponds lo
delíveriesand complicalions related
lo pregnaney, labor and puerperium.

'Ibe rnaincause ofhospitalizañonof
men is traumaor poisoning, except in
Argentina, where the main cause of
rnorbidity ls respiratory disease.

'he higher probebili ty 01 becoming
iruected due loexposuresho....n by
women, particularly in the yowlger
age groups. Exposure increeses due
lomore transtusionsg íven lowomen

due locomplications ofpregnancy
and dehveryThe powerdispari ty
betweenthcgenders prevente women
trom protecting themselves from
sexual transmissionofAIDS.

Thepercentages ofdifferent diseases
havespecial cha recteristics inearh
rou ntry. lnArgentina, bothinmen
and women. tbereisa high incidence
ofrespiratory disease. in Ecuador,
intectiousand parasite diseases, in
Chile and Costa Rica,diseases ofthe
digestive system.

Slalistics sbowanincrease inthe
numberof cases ofAIDS among
women.Although, throughoullhe

region AJOS is morefm¡ut'l11inmen
lhan in women, !he drama tk m.:!ue
tion oflhemen/ women ralios
ocrurred insorne counlries (Argen
tina, Ecuador), proveshow faslwo

meo are beingcontaMIN. From a
biological point ofvil'W lhis isdUlO lo

HEN/WOHEN REPORTED CASES OF AIDS RATIO

1987.1991
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PREGNANCY

A NO DELIVERY

and high risk often seems related
te socioeconomic variables that
affect the occurrence of pregnancíes
and access to adequate health
services.

NotoI : ji) _talc _ _d~__•__ .....

...--w _ _""""' ....... P"0C"U'C7 111 Cita IMO,

PnnauJ Prof"u iooal~ Cual'u n
covt'r1gt' dlUing ohllv~

95.4- --_.-
66.3 39.5 7.9

__-_-~6Ü===-=-=-..:::~-- ~~:
78.1 SOJ 15,1

-------, 1-.0- - --96.-4 17,1
-- - - - ------

97.9 99.8 20.3
90.0 85])- - -

46.~ 219
14.1 31J 19.1

- - )4.]-- - -ii o 18.0

--n~6 45,6 I~.]

70.9-(11 9i~ ro
81.4 I! 40J 14.0
90.0 85.0 16.6
70.5 17J 10.1
619 45.5 11.0
819 99.0 17.3
38,6 99,0 11.5

Country

ARGENTINA
BOLN1A

"""LCH'U
COLOM8lA
COSTA RICA
C1!BA ---- -
DOMINICAN Ro.

ECUADOR

GUAT8'W..A
HONDURAS
MEXICO
NICARAGUA
PANAMA
PARAGUAY 

'ERU
URUGUAY
vtNEZUELA

DELlVERIES Of WOMEN AT ACiES Of OBSTETRIC RISK

1970-1985

PRENATAL COVERACiE, PROfESSIONAL CARE DURINCi

~_,,;OElIVE RY ANO CESAREAN BIRTHS, AROUNO 1991

As regards prena talcare, the
situation inthedifferenlcountries

are morevariable. There isa trend
fo rcountries with higher (average
duríng delivery lohavehigher
coverage in prena lal care, but this is
notnecessarilyso. The nalional
averages, however, conceal marked
differences among regions and
socialstrata .

There isasign i ~ica~t varia ban
among countnes In coverage

ofprenatalcare and professional
ca re duringdelivery doselyrela ted
toma ternal mortality The figu res
showao inverse relationship
between maternalmortality
Tates and (average of delivery.
There are still countries where
mure than halfofthedeliveries do
nolhave professional care
(Bolivia, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Gua temala, Honduras, Nicaragua,
Paraguayand Peru).

ARGENTINA S85 nI 713 7~.1 _~n,O H 8 11.7
8OUV1A 209 26J 69.4 n 6 11.0 10.6 19,6 16.1
BAAZll 3.4J~ l.m-n2 76.6 1l .0_.10.1~_16.8_I JJ
COlOMBIA m 845 11.6- n.9 11.7 113 15.7 14.8

COSTARI.CA S7_ _ 7< =~"~Jí=~7~l.t'=.19J __'-ª,_9__14.0 9.5
CU~ 23_'_ _167 67.1 70.7 ª_,_1l8_ 1~.0__.6.6
~ ID UI 71J ~ I li l IU I~ ti
DOt1INICAN R. I 8-I - 2Ó3- - 70.-, - 71.4 16.3__ 17.7 116 10.8
fOJADOR- - HO 312 68.5 71.1 15.6 J4J 15.9.__1 ~.6

Ei.SALVAOOfi. 164 176 67.7 68.8 1 ¡.~-19~' 13.4 11.4
GUATEMALA 251- -1IS- -6Ú 69.5 J1.I- ' 75 15.1 III--- _ ...•.
HONDURAS l39 In 66.9 69.5 1&.5 15.8 16.5 H.7
MEXICO 2,376_2.516 - 76.7- 74.0 13.3 114 16.0 13.7
NICARAGUA 104 13-4 69.2 714 18.3 17.1 11.5 10.4
PANAMA 57 58 10.1 714 19.] 19.0""'-¡O.5 al.
PAAAGüAY 91 112 68.5 73.0 14.1 11J 1 7.~ 1 ~.8

f'EIIU ~~.........7~:6__n.l 11.0 11.4 18.5 15.5
URUGUAY 60 58 7)J 74.1 11.7 13.'815.0- - 1.1 1.
VENEZUEl.A 420 5B 11.2 73.7 16.9 1 5.~ 11.9 10.9_. _ .-
LATINAMERICA 10.21 0 11.578 71.1 14.1 III 11.5 15.8 13.3,

Cesareanoperations haveincreased
inseveralcountries.This fact
should betaken into account
because cesareanabuse constirutes
and additiona l risk fo r materna l
health.

During the 1980-85 period seventy
percentofthedeliveriescorrespond
to mothers between 20and 34years
ofage, without significant
differences betweencountries.
and withanincreasing
concentration in this age group.
With respect to inhigh-riskages,
in most countries the percentage
ofdeliveries befare 20yea rsofage
ishigher tha nafter35. Nevertheless,
the relationship betweenage

COUIIU'J'
-,

At Igltwith At l ea withrisk
noti~

Wom..n in th., Wo rnen und.,r WOI1lt'f'l

20.34 yearlp ¡roup 20yun oh~ 35and over

1970·15 1980.85 1970.15 1980-85 1970·15 1980.85 1910.75 1980-$5
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MATERNAL

MORTALlTY

because it is an tllegal practice ina1l
the countries in the regi ón except
Cuba.Toxemia is the main cause of
deathin Brazil, the Dominican

Republic and Mexico; hemorrhage
prevai ls inPero, Paraguay, Panamá

and Ecuador; complications duríng
puerperiurn, inCosta Rica.

According to the available
information, which is not

similar in termsofyears and quality
ofrecording, maternal mortahty has
decreesed inthe región.This
decrease. however, isnot constantor
homogeneous among the countries.
Thereare pronounceddifferences:
Paraguay, Bolivia, Peru, Guatemala
and Honduras have the worst figures,
with mortality rates that exceed 22.0
forevery 10,OO1 live births.On the
other end, Panama. Venezuela,
Meneo, Argentina,Chile, Costa Rica,
Uruguayand Cuba have rates under
6.0.Maternal death ratesare
consistentwith the leve!of
developrnent of the health systerns,
particularly wíth thecoverage and
quehry of theservices provided.
pnority inallocali ng resourcesto
prevenüon ofmaternaldeaths,
and equalaccess logood quality
health careo

EVOLUTION OF MATERNAL MORTALlTY

(he p« .... lIIoo&>nd k "'""'1

Country Around A~", wt.llWai~e

1910 1910 ye.l r (l)

ARGENTINA IJ.9 7.' ~_S.2 (19'1O)
BO!MA H.7 l'~
BAAZIt .. _ _ IU~

CHI" IU 15 ti .~)
COlOMBIA IS.9 IIJ __14.0_ (1.!?1)
COSTA RICA 9J lJ ~.0....!1 !'12)

CUBA 7.' .. _ J.l _ (19'10)

DQMINICAN R. 101 71 -,.~~( I '19O)

ECUAOOfl ~. 1<2 12.!JIm)
ElSAlvAOQA 10.1 .. 14.0 1.19'11)
GUATB1ALA. '" ' .1 no (1992)

HONDWS -------!H ••• n~
HEXICO 14J •• 5.4 (1'190)_.
NICAAAGUA 18.6 .., IS.O 1!...'1'1]
PANAt1A lB 7J 6.1J _1.1 989)
PAAAGUAY S5.9 16.S 27.0 (1m)
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MATERNAL MORTALlTY BY CAUSES Of DEATH

LAST AVAILABLE PERlO O
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The causesofmaternal mortality are
almost all concentratedindirect
obstetrical problems.This situation is
particularly worrying because these
kinds ofproblems canbe essentiaüy
prevented and the scientific
knowledgeend simple technology
hasexisted for manyyears toavoid
themlndirect obstetrical causes refer
lo medica! factors notderived from
pregnancy but which areworsened
by its physiologica1 effects.

Among the causes defined. abortion
is therna¡n causeofmaternal deathin
Argenti na,Chile,Guatemala,
Honduras, Panama, Uruguay and
Venezuela, although there is a
significant under-recordlng of
abortionasthe cause ofdeath
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determine that such a considerable
numberofwomenrcson to(rus
option, risking thelr health and life.1t
elsocalls our attentíon on the limited
eccess ofvas! sectorsofwomenlo
other birthrontrcl alternatives.
particularly the poorersectors,
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Tbe relevarceofabortionas a public
heelth problem cannot be denied. ln
order lo prevent abortion, ilis
neeessar}' tostudy Ihe factorsthat

Although the figu res mentioned
reflect whatoccursonly insome
countries in the región,itmust be
assumed that the situation in the
othercountries issimilar. Women

hospitalized for abortions are a
small índicator 01a much more
extensive problem.

According lo these estimales. in
Chile. Braziland Peru, approximately
ene thirdall the pregnancies end in
abcrtion. inColombiaand the
Dominican Republic,about ene
fourth, in México,ene sixthlt isalso
estimated that a signlficautnumber of
women have experienred an
abortion:depend ingon the country,
between 2and 6ofevery 100 women
in childbearingageabortevery year,

VOLUNTARY

INTERRUPTION Of

PREGNANCY

In tbesixcountrtes considered in the
studj;662lhousa nd hospitalizations
for abortions were recorded. thís
figure. correctedbyadding
under-reccrdingand discounting
sponlaneous abortíons, falislO555
thousand hospitalizations for
abortion P" yeer.Insurnm.try.a large
number01abornonsare practired in
those six countnes,and.duelo the
conditíons in which they aremrried
oul. a high peTCfntageofIhem result
in hospilaliution01'death,as
indiraledabove.

I nlannAmericanrountries.except
inCuba.vohmtary interruptionof

pregnanc}' is illegal and it has penal
sarctions. The radical way tha t
abortion has traditíonaliy been
rejected by tbe inslitutional
framework makes ít impossibe lo
establish thecurrentextentofthe
problem exactly However, there is
well-foundedinformalion that makes
itpossible teaffirm that ji is a
resource widely used inthecase of
unwanted pregrarcies.A recent
studycarríedout insi); rountries in
tberegionestimatesthata total012.7
millionabortions occur eechyear in
these countries. ln Brazil alone 1.4
millionabortions are practiced.
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used in fourcountries. The rhythrn
method ismost used in Peru and
Bolivia.Ccntraceptive methodsare
mainlyferrunine: male sterilization is
minimal, and the percentageofmeth
ods requi ring the partidpation ofboth
men and womenis low.
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Thecontraceptive merhods thatare
used vary from enecountry loancth
ero However, there isa certain trend
forsterilization tobe oneof the main
resourcesused bywomen inseven
outof th irteen countries it is the
method most used bywcmen. lt is fol
lowed inimportance by the pill, most

Tbeability ofdecidingonthe num
ber ofchildrenand thedistance

between themcurrentlyisa basic right
01people and it is fu ndamental for

womenloexerose other rigbts in the
socia lambit.ln this sense,access to
contreceptivesisofmejor importance.
Ifweconsider thecountriesin the
regionfo rwhích informationis avail
able, inmore thanhalf of them more
than 50%ofthe women living in union
usesome kind ofcontraceptive rnethod.
Mostof thecontraceptive rnet hods
used aremódem methods that require
prolessionalassistanceor intervention.
Thereare, however. significa ntdiffer
ences amongIhe countries.

BIRTH

CONTROL

Contraceptives areused mainlyby
womenover 20 years ofage, generally
alter Ihey have had their fi rs tchild.
Percentages of womenfrorn 151019
yearsofageusing contraceptives range
from 5.4%inCuaternala to41 .3%in
Brazil (northeast).The lower useofcon
traceptionamongfemale adolescents is
more ma rkedamong single femaleado
lescenlS, a categorywhich Is nol inelud 
e<! inlhis informi1tion. SecauS(' smgle
fema\e adolescenlS donot have a pa rt
ner, lhey lend lobe lefl oul offarnily
planning poograms wilh the resulling
riskofearly, unwanted pregnancies.

Toechances ofusing contraceptive
methods vary accordinglo the
women's socialenvironrnent.In fact, ils
use is lower inthemore underprivi
leged groups of socíety rural and less
educated womenusefewer contrecep
tivesthan wornen inurbanareas wilh
higher education. Inlhísaspect,the
interne! gapofcounlries tends lobe
greater incountries with lowercover
age.
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OE51RED NUHBER

OF CHILDREN

motherhcod. lt issurprising that
more than80%of the women
between 20 and 30 yearsdonotwant
any morechildren.

livingand theexistenceofother
femenine ideals beyond matemity

Desired number ofchildren is an
important indicator loestímate

unsatisñed demand forcontraceptíve
services 0100loor ient birth-control
policies. lniormalionavaila ble,
howevet is limited ard onIy refers lo
certaincountries.

This informationreveals the
installetíon ofasmail-size famíly
model in Latín Amerka together with
expectationsoía higherstandard of

DESIRED NUHBER Of CHILDREN DECLARE O BY WOHEN

IN SElECTEo COUNTRIES, l A ST AVAllABLE YEAR

_ : t l)~_ I s.-:M _ ...- 11le:-tlhol;S-)<_._ jll~_
Js-+4 _ ...-

~ ~ c.LII.... ECUADOI. GUATDIAUo'A.HAMA I'AAAGUA' l)(lI1INI(M.

lroufl 1990 1981 1979 191) 1'M6 1990 1,"1

J•t

1
J

uz 11.4

21.4 26.7----- -
269 21-0
38 4 24.1---46.4 211
490 2Sl

"" Jto

105

" .1

'"..,

WOMEN WHO DO NOT WANT ANY MORE CHlloREN

BY AGE GROUP IN SElECTEo COUNTRIES

lAST AVAILABLE YEA R

-............. ...... CHU C"'-' OOMINlCAN. "'".......... "" "" "" "" ''''
.... lO U OJ "--- -
1 U •• " <J "- -
2 ~.1 ." ". 111 5U

l lal l5J ..., '" l1.' " .0---
• 101 I U 121 101-----
5 U .., iO U LO...- II . 6l 16--
""'" 12 lO 1 1 LO---
Toal 100.0 1000 1000 100.0 100.0

- l l¡e---. I.".j-. ....... _ (llc-..S __

l5• •9 24.1 lO.. SU----
20· H 39.1 27.6 1Ol",,1~"---:'c:--~0l5
15 • 29 4O.G su &4.]

lO · }4 43.7 79 5 55.1 11l 78.6

lS·39 -61 89.5 " .1
40- 44 418 " 4 n.4 lJt 41,4

4S• ...._ _ SU__99.!.., ---.!1!-

Whenanalyzing theavailable
inícrmation, wesee thatwomen's
preferences with respect tonumber of
chíldren arecorcentrated en two
children. In fiveof thesu. countries
analyzed, more than50% ofthe
women wanttc have two children or
fe wer. Ihe exceptionisthe
Dominican Republic, where
preferencesleantowards three
children. Althoughthere is a clear
rrend towardsa low fer tility mcdel,
thereis sti ll a percentageofwomen
-about20%ro 25%- that want tohave
tou rormore children.On the other
extreme, the percentageof Brazilian
women who do not want lo heve any
children. should be pointed out.

Women's interest inhaving more
children. analyzed by ege segnear,
reflects different sitaation in different
countries. women from Ihe
Dominican Republicarethe mosl
interested inhaving child ren. evenin
higher age grou ps.Thereisa similar
situetioninColombia and Paraguay.
Inother countries likeCuba. Ecuador
0100Guatemala, women's interest in
levíng childrenhas decreased.
especially inwomen 30 years or
older. InPanamá, on the other hand,
the situatíon ismoreextreme: most

women, inevel)'age grou p,do no!:
want any more children. It can be
seen that women.w or overare ée
ones \\'00 aremost interested in

11<



T
he legal situa tionofthe Latín
American woman hasbeen
analyzed inthe lightof four

classicalbranchesof the law:
constitutiona l, fami ly, criminal and
labor. One branch thal isjusi
emergi ng and has not beenfully
developed, although il is becoming
increa inglyimporlanl,has also been
con idered: reproductive right . In
the ca eofArgentina, Brazil,México
and Venezuela only the federalla w
have been considered.

In the fieldofCon titutional Law, the
treatmentofmen and women i the
same in all thecountries wi th regard
loequalitj;constitutional rights, the
righl lodecide to run for elective
posts and therighl lo voleoWilh
regard lothe latter IVe must point out
that theirfull recognition, without
exclusionsofany type, ha been
somewhatdelayed in severa l
counlries and that inother ithas
been suspended for long period of
limedue lo interruption in the
democratic life a the resultof the
advent ofde fac togovernmenls.

The tales ofthe reglen, without
exception, have ratified the
Convention on the Elimination ofall
form of Discrimination again 1
Women, approved by the United

ation in 1979.The Sta tes tha tare
parly lotheConvenlion, condemning
discriminalion againsl women,
underlake loembody the principie of
theequalityof men and wornen in
theirConsti tutionsandlaws and lo
guara nlee the practical executionof
this principIe.The principIesofthe

-

Convention have been incorporaled
into theinlernal legi lationofeach
country by mean. ofparliamenla ry
approvaland presidential ratification,

With regard lo fami ly law, although
rnost legisla tíons recognize the fu I!
legal capacity of married women, in
several it isrestrirted, especia lly with
rega rd lothe adminislration ofa el
belonging lowomen and the conjugal
partner hipo The peroonal duties and
rights between pou are, with a
very few exceptions, equivalent. The
very common provi ion that
established that the woman owed her
husband obedience and the latter
underlooklo protect her di appeared
two decadesago. With theexception
ofone counlry, where the parental
rights and dulie. are in the handsof
the Iather, in all theothers ji isthe
responsibilityofboth parents join tly
Most countries, with variable
exten ion, recognize the legal effects
of thede Iactounion. All the
legislations, except Iorone, admit
divorce with di solutionofthe
marriage bond. Uruguay in19 9,
Co taRica in 1990, and Venezuela in
1993 i ued peciallaw onequali ty
and advancemenlofwomen,

In piteoflhe progress incriminal
law, sorne seriousproblems till exi t.
Mostofthe PenalCodeoconsider the
honor, honestyor reputation ofthe
woman locha racterizecerta incrimes
that have a sexualconnotationand lo
determine theirpenalty.Therefore,
one Irequently fi ndsa lowerpenalty
i considered for the offen e of
infa nticideand abortion honoris
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causa, if the mothercommitted the
crirne tocover upherdishonor. Also,
inseveralcrimes that haveasexual
connotation (rape, statutory rape and
kidnappíng), the crime ispardoned if
theoffender marries the victim.
Furthermore, the action lo pursuethe
punishment ofthese crimes is usually
private.The Codes that penalize
adultery generaUy use a double
standa rd: the wife commits the
offense when she has sexual
intercourse with a maje who is not
her husba nd. Thehusband, on the
other hand, commits adultery only
when he has sexual intercourse with
a mistress orconcubine, that ís, the
requirernentofhabit isadded,
IntrafamiJy violence is not

characterized asa crime that is
different from thatofinjuries. Sexual
ha rassment isnot punished asa
crime either, Wilh regard tothe
juridical ríghts that the penal threat
tries losafeguard, the Codes tend to
protecl abstracl values ofdubious
current releva nce rather than the
rightsofspecific persons.This leads
toinappropriate classification ofthe
crimes according tothe juridical right
being protected :sorne Cedes
characterize rape asa crime againsl
the moralconventions ofsociety.

TheOrganiza tion of AmericanSta tes
(OAS), at its plenary meeting held on
6[une 1994,approved the lnter
American Convention for preventing,
sanctioning anderadicating violence
againsl women. In it, the Member
Sta les, among other commitrnents,
undertake lo incl ude, in their internal
legislation, whatever policies may be
necessary loavoid violence against
women and toadopt the

adminislralive measures that wiíl
lead lo this.This Convention, which
isin the process ofbeing ratified by
thedifferentSta tes, will nodoubt
contribute towards fi lJing a void
which ispainfully evidenl in the
legislationofLatin American
countries.

Thereis nodoubt that there has been
progress in the field oflaborlaw
during the lastdecade, especiaUy
regarding protection ofexpectanl
mothers; but there are stiU at least
two major stumbling blocks, The first,
thefact that the womenareforbidden
to perform aseries ofjobs lowhich
men have free access.Only four
countries have abolished thís
limi lalion which contradictsthe
principIe tha t isaccepted universally
-and issanctioned in most ofthe
Constitutions-of freedorn to work,
The secondmajorstumbling block is
the treatmentgiven todomestic
work.Those who workin this field,
mostly women, aredeprived of
theessential rights that are
recognized for other workers;
mínimum wages, limiled working
hours, job securily, etc.

Finally, reproductive rightshave not
been recognizedassuch in the
organic laws ofany counlry.The
rulings onalmost everything that
refers lowomen'sheallh, birth
control and the preventionofsexually
transmitted diseases are foundin
different legalcodes and largeJy in
the regula tions or instructions ofthe
healthauthorities. Activities related
toreproductive rights lackan
adequate legal basis inal! ofthe
countries inthe region.
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POLITICAL RIGHTS AND CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTIES

A IIthe Constifutions ofthe Latín
American cocntries contain ore

ormorechapters ofadoctrinalor
programmatic nature, wherethe
essenual polilical rightsot the people
arereccgnized.Theextentof the
rightsthat arerecognized isdosely
linked lo theageofthecorstituuonal
lexl; the newerCorstüunons indude
a widerrangeofpersonal .l OO
polilical rights. Ihis siniauon
conlinues despite themodifications
thathave been madeinthe older
Consnturions.

TbeConsututions oflourcountnes
dale from the runeties. Argentina,
Colombia, Pa raguayand PernoIhe
constinuional texts ofBrazil, Chile,El
Salvador, Gua temala and Nica ragua
were issued intheeighties.The
Constitutions ofCuba,Ecuadorand
Panamá dale from the seventies, and
tbose ofBolivia, Honduras,
DominicanRepublic, Uruguayand
Venezuela lromthe so tes.

The twooldest Ccnstitutions are
those of Mexíco (191 7) andCosta
R¡",119-191.

Theprirciple ofequality before IhE'

la wis recognized inadifferent \'¡'ay
in thevaricesConstitunons.There
aresix Conslitulions IMI specifkally
embodyequality between roen aOO
women. Brazil, Ceba. Ecuador,
Cuatemela, Mexico .lOO Pa raguay.
Anothersevencountnes refer tothe
holdersof Ihe rights ofequalityin
lerms ofpersons, inhabitants,

naüonals andhuman beings:
Argentina, Bolivia,Colombia, El
Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and
Uruguay.The Constitutions ofCosta
Rica andChile state that .111 men are
equal On the other bard, those 01
Panamá. Peru and Venezuela prohibir
discriminalionbased ensexo

AlI lhe ConslitulionsoftheLatin
American republicsrecognize that
women bavethe righl to "ole. The
fi rst lodosowere the Ecuadoreans, in
1929, followed by Brazil .lOO Uruguay
in 1932.The lastcountries to recognize
worra n'sright tovote without
Iimitations wereParaguay(1%1),

Nica ragua, Peroand Honduras ( 955).

MoSIofIhE' legíslations recognlzed
wcman's right te vote between 1942
and 1955. Ina few cases the rightwas
recognized much earlier than lt was
actually praeticed, and inothersitwas
suspended for long períodsoí time.

The right todecide loronlorelective
posts does notrecognize any barriers
or restr ictions due losexoThe case of
Argentina mustbepointed outin this
respect becausea legal reform dated
1991 eslablishedthat the lísts of
candida tesfor popularelectíon must
inelude worren ina minimum
proportionof3L1% ofthe posts up
forelection.

Theguarantees lhatenswe the
exerdse 01political rights areIhe same
formen and ",'omen in aU oíthe latin
AmericanConstilutions. The

ll1

ConsrnctícnofCostaRica goes even
farther, because it states that rnothers,
as well aschildrenandthee1derly,are
spedally protected by lhe Stale.



COUNTRY LEGALTEXT IN USE EQUAlITY

ARGENTINA PoliticalConsñtubonof1994. AUinhabua ras areequal beforethe law. Privíleges ofblood or birth..
personal pevilcges,orhiles 01nobililyarenotallowed.

BOlMA PoliticalConstitutiOllof 1967. A1l human beings ropy theguarantees and righlswilhouldiscriminalion
ofrece. ses, language, religion or any other nature.

B~l IedenlConstilUlionuf1988 and Sla!c Mm ,lOO womenare equal inrights and obligations.

Conshtuhons of1989.
---- - - - - - - ---------- - - - -
CH!LE PohliralConslilution of1980. AUmenarebom free andequal indignilyand righ~

COlOMBIA Pohñcal Constítution o/1991 . All persons en~JY the same rights. wühcutdlscnminations for reasons el
sex orceers.

AUpeople areeqcal belorethe lew.

Menand women areequal underthe law.

Men,lOO women llave equal nghts aod opportunities.

Womenenjoy lheseme rightsasmm

AH men areequalunder Ihe law and lhl'recan notbe anydiscrimination
tllat isiocompanble wilh human digníty.

AU people areequa]. Dscrímínatíon lor reasonsoíbirth, tace, nalionalily,

origin and the líke ís forbidden.

AIJ tbeIlundurans areequal. Anydiscrimineticn based unse~ is

prohibited.

;\\en and women haveequal opportuníties and responsiailitíes.

------ - - ----- - - - - - -4

COSTA RICA Pclitical Constitution of1949.

CUBA Pohñcal Consti luhon of1976.

ECUADOR Pclitiol Ccnstitution of1979.

ElWVADOR PolíticalConslitulionof1983.

GUATEMAlA Pd ñical Ccnstitution 01 1985.

HONOURAS PcliticalCunstilulion011965.

MEXJCO Pohtícal Conshlulionof1917.

NICARAGUA PcllticalConstitution ol1987.

PANAHA Poti tical Coesututlcnof1m Iberearenopersonal privileges orrights, ordscrimlnation for reasons
ofsex,race, social dass, religionorpohtical ideas.

PARAGUAY PoIitkalConslitution uf1992. Mm ,lOO women nave equal rights, The State shouldshow ilsconcem for
enforcingequalityandmaking íleaserfcr thewoman lopar tiripate in
atlfieldsolnallonal hfe.

PERU PolíticalConslitution of1993. ~obody can bedíscrimíaated agaínsl because ofhis erigía,sexrace.
language, religicn or for any cther reason,

R. DOMINICANA Políuca! COI\Stitulion 01 1966. Does nol specificaUy indude equalrights between men ,lOO WOlTIt'I\.

URUGUAY PoliticalConstitulion of1967. AIJ people areequal inthe eyes ofíhc law.

VENEZUELA Pollrical Constirutionof1961. Dscímlrauon based onsex, rece, creed. orsocial condilion ísforbid den.

---- - - - - - - - ------ - -
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COUNTRY WOHEN'S RICiHT

TO VOTE

RICiHT TO DECIDE TO RUN FOR

ElECTIVE POSTS

CONSTlTUTIONAl CiUARANTEES

YEAR OF RATIFICATlON OF THE

CONVENTlON ON THE

EllHINATION OF Al l FORHS OF

OISCRIHINATION ACiAINST

WOHEN, ADOPTEDI YTHE

UNlTED NATIONS IN un

AU 01lhtConstilulions gu.tnnlt'r lht~tial righls oflhept.'OPW I\ilboul Jistinmon alSl'1. The Conslllulion ot Cost~ Ric..es ..b1lSlrd
tbal mothm,chiklrm Indddn1y f'«'f*.' t'llpylhespl'cial prott'ction ot ueSl,¡!t.
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Family relationships aregovemed
mainlyby Civil Cedes.Only

Bolivia, Costa Rica,Cuba. El
Salvador and Honduras have a
farnilyCode. ln those countnes.
common civillaw isapplied ina
supplementaryway.

Insevencountries the CivilCodesgo
back lothe lastcentu ry: Chile (1857),
El Salvador (1859), Ecuador (1861),
Uruguay (1 868), Argentina( 861),
Guatemala (877) and México (1884),
Nearly all of thosecedeshave
undergone numerousmodifications.
especially in matters rela tedtofamily
law.This hascaused them lolose a
significantpartof their organic and
systematk nature. Abo,al! ofthe
countries haveissued spedallaws on
specific aspects of family
relationships, which modify or repeaJ
importan! parlsof the Cedes.making
it difficultto consult them.

Sorne Consdtunons, suchas thoseof
Brazil, Colombia,Cuba, Ecuadorand
Nicaragua,contain specifk
provisions onfa milylawwhich
prevail overall other pieces of
legislation.

In mosl oi lhe legislalíon, married
womenhave full legal eapacily.ln
others, thiseapadty isreslrieteJ . ln
Bolivia and inGualemala, lhe
husbandcanprohibil lhe wiiefrom
exereising specific professions or
trades.ln Brazil, Ch~e and the
Dominican Republic, lhe husband
managesthe wife's personaleslate
andeUros, whieh eonstilu tes a
denial ofher fu llcapacity.

FAMILY I,j¡w

Inallthelegislation, the personal
rights and duties ofall the spouses
are actually thesame. asa result of
successivemodificatlonsofthe civil
laws. In severa! countr ies the wife
may useher husband's name after
her own placing the preposition"de"
before ilwhich indicatesa
relationship ofpossession or
ownership.Only in Paraguaydoes
thehusband enjoyasimilar ríght
Except for Nicaragua and the
DominicanRepublic, where the
marital domidle is established by
the husband, in theothercountries
said domicile is determinedby
mutualagreemeot between the
husband and wife.

Latín American laws establish that a1l
childrenhave the same r ights,
without distinction asloorigino
Exceptions te this areChileand
Paraguay,wherechildrenborooutof
wedlock have fewer rights thanthose
boro ina marriage.Chilealso
ccnstitutes anexceptionon the
subjectofparental authorityas il is
exercisedbythe father, and onlyif
thehusband isnotavailable isit

exercised by thewife. Inthe other
countries, parentalauthority is
exercised joinllybybothparents.

Eacheountry's legislationregulates
the administration ofassels inthe
marital relalionship with itsown
speeific rules.r hemos! common
syslems are conjugal partnershipand
spouses sharingproperty acquired
during the marriage,The spouses
maydecide speciiicallyfor Ihe
systemofsepara tionofmarital

'"

property, which is notcustomary

Sornelegislations recognize the
institutionoffamily property. Mosl of
themalso grantlegaleñect lo
consensual unions, províded they
comply wíthcertain requirements
suchas their perrnanence overa
period of limeor the lackof
impediment toenter inlomarriage.

Divorcea vinculo matrimonii, for
reasonsestablishedin the laworby
mutualagreement, isaccepted inal!
ofthe countr ies. Chile ístheonly
country inLatin America which does
not admildivorrewíth dissolution of
the marital bond.



COUNTRY

AAGENTINA

COlOHIllA

PRINCIPAL BODIES Of LAW

CivilCoded1871.

FamilyUWof 1972.
ChilCoJeof 19'76.

Civil Codeo oí1916.
Ci~i1 Stalureof M.Jrritd Womm ot19M.
PoIitical~tionof191m.

Civil CodtotIlb7.
uwon thtSystem 01 Partiop.1tion in tbt
Cornmunity Estate dated 1994.

Civil Code d 1873.
PoIitical Constitution 011991.

LEGAL CAPACITY Of WOHEN
- - - -

Ibe adult woman isfutly eapable. n-g,lrdless ofhrrmarital s1alus-

Tbe adult woman isfutty apabko. Bul Ibt hll5bandcan I\'SIrKt or
prohibillllt'wi!l' fmmt'lerrising Cl'rtain profl'!6Íons or Iradl'S lor
reasons ot IOOrality, orwik-n thfy han' anadvmr l'ffedonber
domestic role.

'lhe edult wolNn isfuDYGlpable.Thtre ,ll'l'soll'll'tlCtplions
applic¡¡blt lo marrWd W(llTIl'fl.

Thtadult woman is fuUy apiblt.~hriesI>. tl'll' wOINn malTit.'d
uOOl'l" tik- system ofronjugal pUlnmhipdonno! ha~ IIIt' capacity lo
administl'l" hrr01'111 proptrfy ,lOO lhal oflhe(J;lnjugalpartnershíp.

The aduil wOlI\iIn isfuUy a pable.

COSTARICA FamilyUwol l9í'4. UW promotingsocill
equabty kJl' Womtn oll 990. Civil Codtol,,,.
Family Ccdt'of1m.
PoIilical CoR5lilUtion oí19'76.

Civil Codeol 1!!61.
PoIilglConstitution of 1979.

Family Law of l9'14.
CivilCooe ot 1859.

The adult WOOIdn i:s futly capable.

Tbeadull WOO\oUI isfuUyapable. FuU apacilyisaL<.o¡cquirl'd bythl'
IIÚnor, whethl'r man or WOINn, withmarriage.

~ adull wornan is fuUy apable.

Ibe adultwomanisfutly apabll'.

MEXICO

Civil Cooeot 187'7.

F~mily Cede DI 19l14.
Civil Codl'of 1906.

CivilCode of1884.

The adcltwomanisfuJly capable, butlht husbandmayre opposed lo
herGlnyingoutectivtties outsde till' horne.

- -
Theadult woman isfulJyeapable.

Tbe adult woman isfutly capablc.

NICAAAGUA Ci YilCede 01 1904. UWlrotgoverrs the
rl'lalionship bl'tW('('ll Filtllt'r, Motber and
Ctúldn.'Il dated 19112. I'olitical Consntution
ofl l,l87.

The adult woman isfu ltyrapable.H shc isearrícd, shecannot
establish herdomicile, but mustaccept her husband's.

PANAMA Ci Yil COOe DI 1917.
Apropced F,lmily Lawis t>ring dscussed
in P,lrwmenl.

PARAQJAY CivilCodtol19S7.

PERU OvilCOOe of1984.

Ibcadult woman isfully rapeble.

Tbtadull woman isfuJlycapable.

The adult woman isfuUYGlpable.

R. 00I'1NC.ANA Civil Codereformed in 19'7l1.

LOOOJAY GvilCodtdlU8.
law 01 Womm'sOvilRighls dalt'li 1946.
!:qual OppoouNty aOO Trealmtnl in
Employmml uw,daled 19B9.

OvilCode lOOdiOO.:l in 1982.
l.twal Equal Opportunity lorWomen
daledlY91

Thtadull womanisfuUyCilp.¡ble.Ibere areIimitations wilh rrgard \o

Iik- e.tablish:Tlt'llt ofa dlJlJlÍCÍle,lOO ee admiflistr¡lion el theronjuga.l
parll\l't'Ship and thtdUklrm's property.

Tbe adult WOfN,n isfullycapable.

Thtadult WOOWI isfutly capable_Nt'vtrt~ in COOllTll'f'Cia.
lransactions lhewifrdon lU pledge tik- pl'Op\"rty 01 thl' conJUga!
partnership, unJest/'I.> husNOO givt'S bisrorbt'IIL ThtCOI'IUl1l'I'ciaI
lram.actk>ns otlht hll'>band dopll'dge the pmperty of!he ron~gal

par1:ll'Mip, withoul Ibt wifts~nt
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COUNTRY DUTIES Of THESPOUSES SURNAP1E Of THE HARRIED WOHAN

ARGENTINA

80lMA

BRAZIl

Thespouses owe cach other mutualfide~ly,

assistance, and mamtenarce.

The spousesowe taehotber fídelity, assísraoce and
mutual supporr.

Husballd andwife havethesame dUM.

The \\ift maychcose whether or rotto add her sumarte te ber
I!u.'iband's, preceded bythe preposition -dt-,

Thewífe isauthonzed loadd her narre loherhusbard's
sumame. JI sheMSa professional degree,sbe can onlyuse her
cwnsurtame,

The \\ifemayadd hersumames lo her husband 's.

CHILE The spouses areobbged lo!TU5t,help andassist one
encuer. Husband ardwiíe owecne another
mutual respectand protection.

Ibere areno regulalionsonIhissubject.

COLOMBIA Hasbandand wite owe each other, mUluaUy,/aith,
assístaece and help.

The wife has thechokeofadding her sumeme loher husband's.
Ifshtdoes, ilmust bepreceded by íheprepositron"de".

COSTA RICA The spouses havesimilar mutualduties, bul il ís
prindpally the husband who ís obligedlodefray
the family'sesperses,

CUBA Husbandandwlfe have thesame ron¡Ugaldudes.

Hcsbend and wífehavc thesame duties Acrording lo lht provisicnsDflheCivil Cede. the married
WOlT\ol ll lIlUit USI' herhusband's sumame pre<:Med byl lIt

preposifion "de". The taw ofIhe RegislryOñicedoes not make
thís obhgatcry.Itshculd be understood thatthisaw prevails
over lheCi\i! Code, corsideringthe legalprincipie that speoal
pnwisicns or Iaws pre\'ailovergenerallaW5,

---- - - - - - - - - -

ECUADOR

ElSAlVADOR Husband andwife cweeach other mutual íjdelity,
assístance andrespecto

Husbard and wiie have thesame dutíes.GUATB1AlA The woman has tbe right loadd hercwnsumame te ber
husbend's, preceded by lhe pre~ilioll "dp",

---- -
HONDURAS Husbard and wife must live logether, belop l to

cneother, show mutual consideration aOO respec
and helporeother.

MEXlCO Husbard and wífe have lhesame duties.

NICARAGUA Husbardend wife have thesamedutíes.

PANAMA HusbandaOO wife areoblígedlolivetogerher and
lobe failhfuJ tocnecther.Theyewe cneotber
mutual respect and pro tectíon.

TIw I'.ifehasI~ righl lOadd herOWIl surname lo ber
husband's,preceded bylhepropcsition"de".

PARAGUAY HusbandaOO wiie have thesarntduties. The ma rriedwoman may use her husband'ssumameaher hfr
OWIl. !he husband alsohas lheriglll loadd his \\ife's sumame
lorus.

P!RU HusbandaOO wife have !hesame duties. The \\ife has lheright lo add her sumame lo her husband's.

It DOMINICANA The spousesoweoneolhpr mutual fidelity, help
aOO assistance,

---- - - - - - - -

URUGUAY Acrording tolhe CivilCode, lhe husband owesthe
wife protect ionandlhewife owes hpr husband obe
dienCl'. 1l muslbeunderstood tlLll lhis provision
hasbeen repeall.'d byIhplaw01Civil Rights for
Women; !here!ore,!hpdutyofprotectionismutual.
aOO neil~r spouse owes obedience lo !he olher,

- -
VENEZUElA Husband aOO I'.ifehave lhesarnt duties. The wifeisaulhorized to use her husband's sumame.

'"



COUNTRY DOHICllE

ThtSf'OliW' tslabli\hthf 1'11Uly
domicilf bymutual.grl"l'mI'nl.

ThtJfC'USlS esa.bLish 1Mbmily
dclrnicik by mutull'gt'Ml\fllt

Tht~~blNl thf f.¡ lIUly

domicilf by mutu.lI' gM1Tlfl'tl .

flllATION

Ihe m.JlrimoniaI rf!.J tionWp.nd1M"lnm.Jriul
rdationship ~11' the QlTlf tfl«l

AO dilldttn, ~rdlm 01 their origm. NI'f equ.tl
rigllts 'M duties lo theiJ lllOÚll'J or f.¡tJwr.

Tht f. IM .nd IllOIM. re
pntly~.

Tht1.1!wr andmotherUf

pintly~.

Tht l.thff.1IdmoIhfr.re
mportsiblt. Uthty shouJd
ditlft, thtl.tWs opuUun W1J
prmil

ThtspouSol'S est¡blish I~ úrruly
domiciIt by lIIutw l ' gT!'"lII'IIl

Tht 1110' makt5. dlStillctJon bfty,·tTlIlfglhrll.llf . nd
ilItgilimllrchiklrm. ThtIalttfllUy lit -rulll r.r (born
outofla",fu1 wailllck ol~ woowm free lO
lllirry) orsi:nplyilkgititNlt .N.lIIr¡¡1( hildml h.J\T
ftwtf righlS than"-'g!tillLltr duldrl'll and lI'lO!f lh.Jn
illtgilUn.Jlt 0I'ltS.--- ----

Tht~Miblisll~ ú lllily 'TllMisnodi5tinctionor dt5crimin.Jtion brtw~
dorrUciIt by mullYllgmawnl Childrt'll bom in1Iwfu1 wtdloc:l or001elit.

COOA.RJCA.

Tht~Mib\isb 1M úmily
donIialfby 1II11N.l11gmnvnt.

ThtspllU'ft fStib\isb tJw f.¡mi1y
domícüf by DlulIYI ¡gmmmt

TbtspJIISeS esublish lht f.¡miIy
domiciIt by mutu.ll . gnomwnt

Childrtll bom ollht DW'N~orOIItofwl'dlock h.JI't
~ righb¡¡¡d dulifs.

P.amllS IIII'f lht QllWOOligations lo lhtir duJ.:lmI,.
whHMr thty lit' bom in tht lIII1riIgr or0111 ofit.

AD childlt'll IIII'f tquaI rights,w!wtlk'l' thty .It' bml in
lht tNl'IUgt' DI'001 ofít,

------

80th ~mIlS IIt' PJintlyres
pon<otNe. Inase alronfIict. tht
«lUl'tS 01 IIw "'iD d«ide

Thtpilmlturt' p ntly
1'fSp:'JftSib1e.

80th pumt5.re pnll)'

"'!"""'"
ElSA.lVAOQP. Thtspewes fSUblhll tM bmj]y

domitiltbymuttW Igmnwnt.
An dúId:tl'l h.tl'fthtSill1W rights, whetherbml Wlthin 80th ~mlts Irtpintly
IIwful wtdlodoroutolil. mponsiblf.

ThtS~m bli\h Iht ¡amily
dillllicile bymu tualagrE\'llll'llI.

----------

80th~rntts.rt' joinlly
m;pun.\iblt, bullhr legal
rtprfSt!llation of• minor is
exerdsedoolyby jhe fathl'T ,

Thtspou_ eslablish tM f.mily AlIchildl'l'n areequal in lk t')'t'Solllll' law.
domidJebymUIUlI.grt"fllll'lll.

&lh pattrltsan' joinllyres
ponsiblf.ln casto( connto. llit'
coum oflaw windecíde.

--------
Il DClf1NCANA Tht mmird WOIJW\' s domicíIt is

lhtSlIlItISherhusband's.

"'UGUAY

MD<JCO

PAAAGUAY

PBlU

tbe sp0u!0e5 esliIblish lhe family
domlolebymutualaglttllll'lll.

Tbe wift mus! ampt her
hushand'l domiciJt,

1lw spowtS e.tablish IIItfamUy
dooIicÜf bymUl\lll,¡grff1l'lt'lll. U
1,,", isnosptri6c !otah.11lt'lll on
lhtsubjPd. ji isW1dtl'Sl{-.;x! th.tt
lhrwift tw.tdopttd 1M
~'sdornXW

Thtspousors MblisIl thrfamíly
domicilt by muttW .gmmrnt.

ThtSf'lIU5'l'S eubINIlht bmily
domidIt by lIlUIUII.gmrtlt'Ill.

ThtSJ'l'USftrs~ lJw f.¡ lIliIy
domiciltby DluhW'~

Anchiklrmhm tqual riglllS. The ustofdiscrimina
tory I\olmes inmatlm oll'flalionsltip isforbiddt'll.

Anchildrtn al'ftqUoll in tht tyrs ol tht Iaw . nd ha\'('
tht SllTlf htrE'd1\ary nghl1 m.n intl5t.1lt !>Um'SSion,
Pa~ts h.tl'fflit SlmtdulirsIo",ud dlildrm bom in
Iahful ",·tdkd or001 01 i1.

QliJdll'll boro 00101 wtdlod111\1'h htmfilary
rigllts th.an thost bom ollNrTif'd pillt'llts.

f'¡rmts MI·t lhrSlIlIt dutil5 !oWMl.b dUldrnt bom
- ~ClI-i.twfuI\O'\'tiIoó. Ottltil- -

Ona!lht rrlationship 01 tht dIildbom~ 1I""tul
wfdb:l hasbeftlprOYfd.lht chiJd .tequirYs 1MSlIlIt
rondition IS tbf odwJdIi1drm witb rrgard lo tht
fl'IOlher, tht6atIwt- aIIdthftr~ ,

'"
1 -

Eloth parentsm jointly
~ponsible .

---
80th parenlul'f pintly
responsiblto.

80thparenls.n' jointly
m~bIt ,

60thpartllts Ml' jomtly
~blf.

80th p.tmlts.n' joinlly res
pon.\iblt, in castol ronllict.lht
rourts 01 Ltw "iJI ckcide.

&lh pamm m pntly
m.pomibIf.
-----



COLOMBIA

---- - - - -

Ves; by mutual
egreementand with
greunds,

Yo.

FAHILY RECOGNlTION DlVORCE

PROPERTY OFCONSEN- (DIVORCE A VlNC\ll.O

SUAlUNIONS
l'1ATlIlI'lONlI)

No. Only ¡orsocial Ves; with groonds.
5l'CUrily

1""1'''''

y" yo. Yi,'!;;wi lhgrounds.

Yo Yo.

y" N" No.

RULES GOV ERNING HARITAl PROPERTY

loinlcwrership ofproperty arquired during the marriage,
unless supulated otherwise.The pin! prcperty ismanaged
pínlly byboIh spouses,

Gmjug.¡l partrership adrrumstered b}llhe husb.lnJ Each
~ administers anddisposes oíher/lm ownproperty
andof lheproperty acquired during lhe mamage wilh
her/hisownworl.

---

COUNTRY

BQUVIA

IlAAZll

ARGENTINA

CHILE Conjugal pa rtnership manage<! by lhe husband who also
mar.ages thewite's pesonsl propcrty. They may decide un
Ihe syr.tem01 perñcipation inthepropcrty acquireJ duriog
themarrage inwhich case each ofthespocses man.lgl"S,
enpys aOO éeely díspcses 01 what ishis/her.

-----'--- --'-- - - - -

Conjuga! partnership managed bythe husbend, whoabo
mallolge¡ Ihe wife's personalproperty.

------'-

COSTARICA ~~l'llI oI participaliOll in lheproperty acquired during thc Ves.
IllMria.gt'.Each spou.~ eanages rus own property.

Ves, by mutual
egreemeraand with"",,,,,,

----- - - -----
CUBA Conjugalpartrershipmanaged byboth spouses. equallj. y~

-- --
ECUADOR ConJUgal partrershíp rrareged by mutual agreement y" y"

betweealile Imsbandand wile. - -
ELSALVADOR In!he ebsence ufprenuptial agreements Uf settlemonts, y" y"

eKhspou~ pl\'Sl!rvi,'!; theexdusive uwrerslúpand free
management ufrus pr0f"'rty.

---- ----
GUATEMAlA Conjugal partncrship managed by thehushand, unJ<'SS y~ Yl'S.

"Iipulall-d otherwise.

HONDURAS Each$fOIb"()\',11S and lJ\.ly freely dispose ofhis 0WT1 Yo y~

proP"'y·

Yes; bymutual
agreement.---
Yes; with grounds.

Ves; by mutual
sgreement and wilh
grcends,

Ves; wi l!l grou~.

Ves;bymutual
agreementand wiln

groom'"

MEXlCO

NICARAGUA f.Khs pou.-eowns .lOO may freely dlsposeoí her/hisown
P"'I""Y.

No. res.

Yl'S; wilh grounds.

Yes; by mutual agree
menlur by lhewill uf
une uf¡heparties.

PANANA fAdl5f'llU.-e ownsand may freelydispuse ofherJhisown
prof'l'fty.

YI5; by mutu.lf
egreemení and wi lh

"",""

PARAGUAY Joiolcwnershipol property acquüed during lhe marríage. Ves.
The joinlproputy ismanaged pinllyby lhespow;es. The
system ufdríerred participalion also exsts,

PIllU Conju¡;al partnerslüpmanaged pinlly by husband and
wif....

Yo Ves; wilhgrounds.

R. lX)HINlCANA Conjuga!partnmhip managed bylhehusband who will
.liso II\MIolge the\'lile'~ pel'SllMI proprriy.

Ye;;bymurwl
agroonenl3lldwíth
groomd.

URUGUAY /llÍnlownershipoíproperty acquiredduring lhemamage.
E.Khspoust maNgt'S hfr/bown propcrty.

YI5; bymutual agree
lllt'nl, Iht.o willuflhe
wife,and wilhgrounds.

""'EZUElA Conjugal partnershjp ITI.1IIolgOO pinlly by both spouses- Ves; with grounds.

14.



AIthough ene can see a posítive
evolutionin bothconstitutional

and family Iaw with regard lo
women's status, intheñeld ofpenal
lawthere arestill numerous
provisions that are detrimentaltc
womenand, in most cases,
inappropriate classification ofcrimes
according lo the legal property
protected by the penalty.

Withtheexceptíonofthe Penal
Cedes ofCubaandNicaragua,all the
others consider thehonor, honesty
and good name ofthe woman lo
characterizecertain (rimes and
determine lheir punishment.
Therefore, lighter punishment is
applied in thecase of(rimes of
Iníanticíde and abortion honoris
causa, ifthe mother committed the
crime lohideherdishonor. One ofthe
requirementsin the legal ere"finilionof
statulory rape is that the victimmus!
behonest or a female virgin. In
spedfic legislation, rapeIs punished
less severely if the virtim isnot
honesl and, wilh moreTeasen, ifshe
is a prostitute. l! isnot surprising,
therefore, tha! noCode considersand
punishes the rapeofa womanbyheT
husband.

l egislalion thal has nol removed Ihe
penal Sdnction foradultery, generally
characterizes il differenlly fo ra man
and a woman.Awoman commils the
crime when she has sexual
interrourse wilhaman whoisnot her
husband.Aman, onlhe olher hand,
onlycommits il when hehas sexual
intercourse witha mistress or
concubine.Sorne Codes addIhat he

PENAL LAW

must doso,also, inthe marital home
orinascandalous manner; As the
duty offidelity isidentical forboth
spouses, it ishard lounderstand why
-if i! not asa resultofprejudice- in
the case ofanmfraction, treatmentis
stricter for a woman.

Adetall whícbattrects one's
attention inmost ol the PenalCedes
isthat the legalprocedurecomeslo
anendor the chargesaredropped, if
the offender marriestheoffended
party incrimes that have a sexual
connotation: rape, statutory rape,
abduction. ApparentIy, bymarrying
the criminal thewoman recuperares
what hetook fromher:her honor.

There is also another interesting
detall withregard tocrimesthat have
asexual connotation, with the
exceptionofthree countries, in the
others penalaction lopursue
punishmentofthe guilty persanis

prívateor requires prioraccusatíon
by the victim or legal representatíves
ofIhe laller (mixed adion). No public
aclion islaken loinvestigateand
punishsuchserious crimesasrape.
whoseconsequences exlend way
beyond the personal painof!he
vietim.This limitation 01tht! exerrise
alpublic penal action isa resullal
Iheslereotyped prolt'ctional!he
victim's honor: Ihe rapislmay
continuecommiltingcrimes'Hith
impunity, if the victimshould decide
nottodenounce Iheevents lo !he
courts01law.

ThePenalCodes ef two rountries
justify .hehusband who kiIIs bis wife

'"

and theperson who ishaving sexual
lntercourse withher, if they are
caught in the act.[ustice by one's own
hand isa predice condemned
una nimously bycontemporary penal
doctrine, and in positive legislaticn it
isananachronism that has noother
justification than thelnertia of
cultural Slandards related tosexual
morals.

The víolence that a woman suffers al
the hands ofherhusband, something
that islamentably common, isnct
rharacterized asa specificcrime,
except in Peru, il isconsidered equal
loinjuries,whicharehan! lopreve.
and thesanctions arelight.lnChile
theacts 01intrafamilyv iolence are
qualified as fauhs and their hearing
andjudgmentarehended ove lo the
civilccurts.

Sexualharassment,somelhingthat is
increasingeveryday. it not
characterizedas a crimeeithetIn one
country, a govemmentemployeewho
solicils a woman who has madea
request lhal depends on hisdecision,
ispunished ....ilh lemporary
suspension.lnanother,whoever
subject<; a persan tohilrassment or
b~ckJnail focsexlLll porposes is
punished.These pmvisions, besides
beingexceptional inLatin American
legislation, arefar fromconstituting a
safegua~ forwornen indealingwilh
!heharassment Ihey receive frommen
insituationsofPOWef orauthority.

Withregard lo the juridical rights
lha' ShOllld be pro.ectedby meaos of
penal rornion, tht! Codes tend lo



protect abstract prindplesor valúes
rather than the rightsofspeciflc
persons. In some countnes. rape is
considered a (rimeagainst the moral
conventíons ofsociety. inanother it is
ronsidered acnme againslpublic
morality and family order. Only in a

few(ases does the legisleriondassify
rapeasanassault onpecple's sexual
freedom.

Theabove andthespecifica tionsof
each bodyoílaws-whchcannothe
reponed in this study-pcint lothe

urgent need lomodemize Latín
American penaltaws, purging them
oftheirstereotypes, íntroducíngnew
legal deñninons.and c1assifying the
crimes according lo the juridkal
rights thatare actually and
specificallyprotected.

COUNTJlT

COlOt18IA

COSTA RICA

ECUAOOII

ElSAl.VADOR

EFFECTlVE DATE Of THE

PENAL CODE

1m

1m

19lO

187<

1980

1'/71

1'07

1971

1m

PENALIZATION Of A80 RTl ON

YfS, ncrpt to.voidd.1nger lo tht molher's Iife orhNI1h,and wben tll('
pregnancy islht re;uJtal tht raproi an iJNne woman.

'Yes. unless il istherapeutic ofll tht pnognancy isthrn5Uh alr.lpt',
abdllction lKll:follotl.'oo by rnmiagr, st.Ituloryr.lf'l' oriOC\'St

'Yes,uness it isthmpruticord thr pregn.mcy isthr rrsultd rape or
!>tItulory rape.

y"

Yl'$,.llllI6s it isU!ffaprutic.

;'1,;0, rxapt Ior.lbortion pt-'rtOrmt'd outsideotlici.:lJ hI.'alttl rentes.

Ves. unless ji istkrapeuticorif~ pregnaneyís the resuh ofrape or
statutoryrape of.-.n insane woman.

Ves, unless it b therapeutic or ji lhe pregnaney isthel\~ull 01 rapeor
statutory rape.Abortion perfonred by a doctor Is alsc excused, ifcarried
out roevoid a scricus lon~,..abll'ddomlll y inlhl'prod uct 01 1M
corceptoa.

GUATEMAlA 1975

HONDURAS 1'"

MEXICO 1931

NICARAGUA 197'

PANAMA 1'!53

PAAAGUAY 1914

'"'U 1..1

• DOI1INICANA 1""

"'lIGUAY 1934

'lNEZUBA ''''

ves, unjas it is therapeetic.

v"

'res, unlcss it isthl'rapt'Ulic.l nsorne 5t.l1e§ abortionisprtmi"l'll for
eugenic reascns,

'res, uness ji islheraf't'Utic.

res.ueessilístbt'fapeulic orif thrprrgnallCY is tbe I'l'SUIIoía IcgaD)"
prol'l'n rapt'.

'res,uness il istbt'fapeutic.

Yes,llJIlroI,s it istb.'fapeutic.

'res, UÑfs!i il isthrrapeutic.

lO'



COUNTRY

AAGENTlNA

COLClMBIA

COSTAAlCA

ElSAlVA[)OR

J'1EXICO

NICARAGUA

'ANN1A
PAAAGUAY

WOHEN'S HONORAS AN ELEMENT IN PENAL DESCRIPTlON

lnli nlicidf honoris GlUl.I: liShlfl'punislll'lfIll jo¡ appllfd lOthemotilfr .. ho, lo COWT upberdlshonor, kdk lheduld dunn~ tn"" u ulldn
1I11' inllllf'll('t el lhepurfJlf'fil $l.l1f
SWalolJ 1"Ipr. Sfnloll inWn:oul1f ispumshl'd ""!len victim Isa chasle ""U1Un0Vf1 lwtlvund unJef f,11\"fIl )'81\ 01 'se

Aboñion honon, (.IUl.l: Ull! pt!Wty is~uced fofanabubon ....,ha wNNn's ronSfllI ..ht'n 1M issuf al handis lo,¡v¡nlthIT hOl\Ol'

x.ual possnsion and in6fmll flposan by traud;yiolml abd1lctionDI abcIlICtion byIraud;lhevictlm can0Il1y be. chaslf"'oman

Abortion honoris C' lll.I: punishrnert iS ll'duced " lllfabortJon iS carred ourIo~ upa WOOIoln's d,shonor
Abdllltion:puf\i$hll\flll is lllOI'li' Sf\'m ilIlllf~ 01 oIb.! lJctionol a >o'OnWI...¡lh. good rrputalion.

SUhllarynpe ,¡fllll1 il'Itmourw ispurUsnN ihl tak6pIn with aifm¡1tvugm oYtf 12 100 undtr20ynn01.,

lape Ibt 'U1Iu'S ptllol1ly is ffdm~ ollild 01 dIistrty ollbt WOfl\oI/I • Wi'Slhe rictim.

AboItiool hoMriscUY: IIlfflI'lIoIlty I$li¡;lllmed ÚlileoIbubon iscornlllJllfd lo CO!'" up liIlo _n's dlshonor
Ko.iriOf honoris CU Y:tht pulllShmrnl d ffduced inIIlfGN el 01 motm wilh. ¡;ood ItpUwlim ..110. teco- up Ilfl'd~, t da htr
dIiIcI WrthinIhMdiysolltS b1"h
~ÍOOl of..i_honoris CoIlISoI' lhemolhtrispumshed ¡¡sbt .bonOOns I _'born chilet lIOl morr rhanthfft di)' cid. le~ up iIfr
dilollcncr.
St.It.tary r. pe W'lUiI irIlf«wrw wilh01 cNsIf IAIOnloIn oidftlhin twtIw.nd youngrr lNn fiflml )'f.n el.~
Stntory oIbd..m- tht' ibdllCtlOll ola cha:sre WOINIIO'o'tl' fWfl~ 0100 undtr litIMl YeoIn. 01 oIgf fofbbidlncus~ I§ punMed

- - - ----
AWIUI'IIoIn'1~isIIJI CDRSidmd ..'ht'n CNroIClt'riling lheqime§Of~nmg I!lttrP"'"IIty.

Abor\ionhonorisCoIaY: punlShmfnll$ reducfd il it lS perlorrntd by lile wtlrNR. or dsht pmrulS oInotilfr 10proKhcf 1110rn~ up htr......
IRfollloodt honorisc"ul.l:pun~11§ reduaod br a lIlOIher orhtrp.11f'll1S ...-kI k,1I a l\f'oo'born chlldlo cowr up 01 ...om.on'sdJSllcnoc
S1ol11l11ory r~pr. tillo rNlt is puru*Ed ""!len heNI sexual inlfTOOlU$(' "'lIh ¡ rtm.llt ~''Kin oIdnIN n 12 ~1Id under18 yu r-. 01 a¡;e

Aborlionhonoris Gl usa: puntsluntnllS ffducrd Icra WOIN n...1Io..borb lo prE'Sf"'e her rtpUt.lllOll
llIpor: purus.hnwr>l is6¡r,hM in tlltGJ!,fol a Jl<'I'S'l" "" 110 rapesol proshlulf St. u~J inler«l_ by5«iuclioa.: ltusispun~ tfaWClNn'~
I fffn.rlt virpR.~ lhan15alldyoungtl" lh.J.ntishl«n )·e.r fSolagt'.and i l lht~ isaprolll1SfollNrN~ .

St.lhltoryabdu<'licn:putlishlrll'flf isllll'tfd oul lo ""hotver abdllCl5 a ftrNltmp novn lWtI \~ and under1".Il'm ye,ln olase lar Sl'1.Uoll·
troIicput'flOlO-

St.IlUlocy IoIpt reuJ lingfroDl int>ptlÍfllCf or tllJsl: P'Jnish mt'll1ismele<Í 0111 lO whOl!\'fr h.ts se'ua l inlrrl;Ollr;(' " 'th .. ftm..le "'g,n 0"""
twtl~ud under14y$fSolagf by I.1kingid\'..nlag-e ol her il1fJperitrocf orgailllng her hust
Sl..IUlocy I. pt byd«ti l: punishmenl isllll't1'd 00110 w!loel'l"I ~licesol lema!.> vlrg,n who~ a m'llOl ,nro h.1 vlngSf.wllnlm'IJUrwor
dtctil't'S btrby oflm ng falst I!Idlrimcny.

ln/anlicide henoriscaul.l: punisllln..'lIl is reductd f,,,, awoman wha kdls Mr(hildw,!hin lh r~ d~ys loI lowingirsbirlhlorom up her
d,shul\(lr.
Abortlen honoris nuu: punoomenl is redured 1m Ill'(I!herwho, inoronlo ro. er up !Il' rdishonor, kllls .. rhikt ""ilhm rhll'fd~~ s folle\\'ins
IIsbirlh.

i\borlion honoris caUI": punishmrnliS ro:l u<.'l:'d il awoman MS agood Ii'putarlOn. 1I~he h~~ hiddenlheprt'gnancy, ~ o.t Ir lhe pTt'gnoncy is
rheTeSultolan illq;i!lma le uninn
Infanlicide honoris Cllls,¡: punishmt'lll i5redu(ed jf01 mother kjl!s Iler (hild wilhin S('\'eoly-lwohOUfS or irsbirth,provld('(\ shed,,,..; nO'
havea bid Il'pul.ttiOfl. has hidd~ Iht prrgl\.Jncy ~ n d birth 01 thechild, and Ihechild isiltegihmate,

COIlloidrn 1MlJlll/hl"I's Mnur lro rharaderizcai~ andde1rrmiroe IMil punilhmenl

Sl.tluloryRpt: puni.<Jlmell1 i5~ oullOIIll! penoo ..he hit5 Sl'lU.11 intemJLlfSl' wilh a ffrJlilk vitgin 0Vfl' Iwtlwanduoo..n ill"'"Ill'l'a", olagr,

lnfantidde honoris (.IUU: puni$h/llfnl i$red",fd fQra mothetwho LlIs , n illl'gitimalechlld lI'ilhinIhl'ft dayso/lts b,nh ''''CllI'e1' up lIl'r

''''''"''Aborticn hoRDl il c~ u sa: lllfdNrh01 lheprodUd 01 ronceplion ha~ a liShte1' puni$hmenl il rho.- moIhrf oICI$ lc l.Iyeher honor
~ian al minon honoris UlISoI' punlshmmrIS ,tdllCfd il thecnll'O' 1S00l\1nulled loP't'$fT\'f lhehonor 01a ...,fe, lIlOIllrr, ,tauehl" er
~", dtpmdingOll ll'ho (DIll/lllls lheCl'ime.
1lIpr.1I'w rapt~ 01 Wl)IlIolIn 1I'/!oIS rNmtd.CNSIfnrhas01 good rPf'llI~ll(llIl§ punishtdlTI(I(f Sf'\'ffely '''''n l"e rapo!' el..nunlNrtlO'd WOIlIoIn
""too !lA had Wllll1 rrialiorlS withc~1l btInSa prCSlrtule
Se.u.1flljoyllH'lll lhrougll $iOl ublioRO'5dlI'lfIi n&= lheSflwl~l ofa ltmak \1ls,nbysrmul.lhng mllnmony01'by lraooulmt
KMiing.
Abd"",, _ puntshmmt lorfdlK'fd d thtYicIun 1$under12}"t'<lrr.et~ il lhf V1CTlm IS andl"l f,111'l'fl Of m.omed. illhe 11 unmamed, <In
00nest widow oIlld has 01~ rfPlll.1lirln.

R. 00t'II'ICANA Ini~ lhectlml'olam..bOf1 I$ fl CWOt>it ...ht'11 iI iS lllf im1Mliolllf result ollhe \'lOltrII'"P''' elacNsle pmron
PlfJ'Wl'1 ina minar.puf\i$hllll"ll! ....iI1 bf llIl"Ifd 001 lo lheindll'ldu. l_ ho.W1Ihcul e\flnsrng1'1OIe'na.gen'll11nor ~rIollll "I!o ......
~ chaSIt antillhr1\

AbdllCtion:Ihf w~mg.IDI~Ipu~ 01 a wid<rw Cf d1-a.'d WOlIloIn,. i$ punished onIy wklI 0lIf DI lillo tllherI$I!oIlfSt
St..lltory abdllCtMm: .bductD! willl a WOm.IlI'SClll'l:5n\( ispu/tishtd, pn:Mdtd shf isuRIRolrnt'd. d\.>sle alld0Wf 15alldu~~htren

~r,ui 1rf,'f.

Abortiorl llonori$ (.111IoI; puMhlnmt IS redUCfd il!llfaullll':l" ha5 prxbcPd lhe<lba1lorIlO SolI~!Iis ownIronor Cf hl$ "",ko's hcncror llr..ll~
a1lClhrr WOIrIolll 01 bis f.mWy.
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COUNTRT VICTIH Of RAPE ADULTERT

ARGENTINA Manorwcman, It js commined by a married woman wbo hassexual teterocrse wilh a
mmwho isnot her husbaod and a married man who has sexual
íntercourse withamstress orcorcubce.

BOlMA

Bl\AZJl

Only lre woman. 11 isnolacrime, bulil has collSt'quencl'Scovered bycivil law.
-~-

[1isnota crime, but ilhasconsequences covered by civil law,

11 isnot acnme,but il hascoesequeeces covered by civillaw.Manor wo man.

OnIy lile woman. The rapeol a man
by anotherman.istypified assod_o_m~y_. ~ _

CHILE

COLOMBIA

COSTARICA Manor woman.
------

CUBA Only the woman The rapeolaman
byanother man istypífied. as
prderasty wi th violence.

--
Man or woman.

11 isnol acríme.

1Iisrommilled by a married woman wllo has sexual intercoerse wilha
man who Is no! her husband and a rnartied man who has sexual
ínterourse with a mistre5.s orcoorubine.

EL SALVADOR Manorwoman. Rape oJ lile Jormer ts
ralled improptr rape. Non-vaginal
rapeala woman isreferred lolile
sameway.
'---

Ilisrornmi!ted bv a woman wha has sexual íntercourse wi~h a rranwho
isrol terhusba~ and aman wbcMS sexual iníercourse wilh arother
woman with rontempt lorhis wifeorJor lhemoral conventors ol
socieIy orwilh nonfulliJlmenl alllisobligatiollS alfamily support.

GUATEMAlA OnIy lile woma n. 11 isccmmined byamarried woman whc has sexual letercocrse witlla
man wllo isnot hcr husband aod a married man who has sexual
intm:oun;e wilha concubine inthe matrimonial heme.

HONDURAS Manor woman.

MEXICO Manor woman. It isrommittedbyeübcrcneofthe spouses whc has sexual íntercourse
with arorherperson atthe matrimonial home or inascardalous manner.

NICARAGUA Manorwoman. ltisrommitledbya married wcman who has sexual intercourse with a
man whcisno!lIer lIusband ar.d wboeverhas sexual mrercoerse wilh
he! knowingtha tsIIe ismarried.

PANAMA __:":":"': ,.~":"":::n:.- _ [1isno!acure.

PARAGUAY Mm under 16 years ofage and
womenofany age.

[t isno!a rrime.

---------

R. DOMINICANA Manor woman.

PERU Manorwoman. 11 isnot acure.
-_.'---

The conduct tllal ispunished isthesame lor amanasfor a wornan:
havingsexual uuercourse wi tha person that isIIOt ore'sspouse.

URUGUAY
--

Manorwoma n.

VENEZUElA 11 isoommitted by a marriedwoman whohas sexual inte rcourse with a
man wllo lsnot her husbandand a married man wllo has sexual
intercourse with a ronrubine in the mat rimonial homeorcutside of it ¡I
the fact isnotorious.
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COUNTRY

AAGENTlNA

COLOMBIA

COSTA RICA

ECUADOIl

El SALVADOR

GUATEMALA

HONDURAS

MEXrco

NICARAGUA

PANAMA

PARAGUAY

PERU

EX&MPTION ~ROM PUNI 5HMENT IN CRJME5 WITH A

SE XUAL CONNOTATION

For tlwcrimes ofrape, statutory rapE', abduction andserual
abuse (elCf'Pl SE'Kual inttrcouf'S('l, if tMauthor mames tllt
\'ictim,bewiU btotwmpl from punishmmt

For lhemmrsol rapE'. !otatulOf)' rape andabducti01l, In...
aulhor who mames tllE' vknm",'ilIbtotU,'lJlpi from
pucish_t.

For lhfoailne; ofahduction. rape andstatutory rape. lile.
IUlhor who marríes lIlE' victimwill benE'fllpl from
punislutv11t

In theotfm~ oll.idnapping. sLltulory rapE' alld sexual
a!u<e(meptmg Sl'Kuar inll'TCOU f'S(') lheaulhor wbodedees
lbat behas ée intmhonoímarrying tht> vicbm may receve
~rill pardon pnwidt'd lhePttl1Jll/lt" Nrimll di iR IIIFIICIJ
gives itsCOf\S('I\I,

IbereisnotKtmption!rom pumslunent because Ule aulhor
ollhecrtme marrits lhevcnm

For the Mes ofslatulory rapeandabductiort, thf author
who malril's thevictLm will be e\l'fIlpl from purtisluntnt

Tbe esemption frompunishmenlas a resultoftherrarriage
oftheauthor with the victim ísMIconsidered.

ror lhecnmes DI rape, statutoryrape, sexual abuseand
abduc tion theauthor whomames Ihe vietim will be exempt
from punisbment.

for the cnmesofrape,Slafutoryra pe andabductinn, the
aulhorlhalrrarriesthe victim will beexemptfrorn
puni.~hment

tbereisnoexemption from punishment should theaulhor
marT)' lre vietim.

For the crimes oi stalutory rapeand abduction, theautbor
\\'110 mames lhevictlm isexempt frompunishment.

for lhecrimes ofstalUlory rapeandabduction, thfautl10r
who mames lhevietim ist'XE'fIlpl from punishmE'nt

For thecrilTll'S oírape. sLltutory rape, abduction and
romJption Di mil'lM, lIlE' author wl10 nurritsthfvrlimis
eKt'll'IpI from punishment

Fortheatmescírape, sta tutory rape andabduction, the
aulflor ",·110 marries!he victim ist'\t'1TIpI from punishmenl.

ACTlON TO ~IlE A CRIMINAL

COM PlA INTIN THE CRIME OF RAPE

Privalepenal aetion (rictimorlegal
represenlalivesl.

Privatepenal KIlon. Pubbc penal «tion will
onIy bepenni"ed if lhemm ispoor orif her
aggm.sor is her lalhtr, steptathtr. Mororlegal
guardian.

Semi-printe ot mced peM aetíon; lheprior
filing 01 , formal compbint bythevictim orM
legar represer.tati\'es isrequired.

Private fl'N1action. unless lhevictim isundtr
15 yearsof'gt.in whidl aselhm wiU be
public.ktion.

Semt-privateor mUed pmI1 ¡etion; lheprior
filing 01, /otmal romplaint by lhevknmor her
legJIrepl'\'Stnlalivt5 isrequired

l'ublic penal aetion.

Privatepen.:1! aetion.

Privalepenal encn.

Publicpenalaction.

Privale penalaetion,unless lhevirnmisuncer
$id een yearsof age, in which case lhe
pl"OC'l't'd ingswill be handlooby tMOfficeoflhe
Altomey General oflheRt'public.

R. DOMINICANA Forthtcrimes of.abdoction andseduction, theauthor ....ho
m,¡mes thevietim ismmpt froto punishmenI.

URUGUAY Pml;¡.le pt'Ni1 ¡etion, unJess lhevrlim isum
fifteen )'6rs olage, inwhidlwe Ihtfeis public

"''''''-
VENEZUElA Forthtainwsol rape, st.Itutory rape anddbduetion, the

~ uloor who marries the victim isexempl from pullishJMll.
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Labororemployment law, in
Latín Americeas w('1I asthe rest

oí the world, has iI particular
rrorrentum that distinguishes it Irom
otbercedes oflaw. It ísinpcrmanent
evolution, nolonly lhroughreform oí
its respective Cedes.bUI also Ihrough
a great manyadminístrative rulings.
The resuit oftbis isconstan!

improvementoflabor laws and
grearer proiccronoí the worker; who
hasrecenüy brenthreatenedby the
' flexibilizaticn"01labor laws
required byneoliberal policies.ln
anycase, the protection berefits
onlyworkerswho have a wcrk
contractoard peopiewbo work
in the informal area of the eoonomy,
most ofwhom arewomen.are
excluded.

Concem for the workers' conditions
(due largely lo the activities ofthelr
labor unionsl means thatall IhE'
Conslitulions onwhich we have
informalion, guarantee one
aspectoranother ofwork asa
person's righl. Bul only 1\110of
lhem refer speeifically toequal
rights formen and \IIomen
(Honduras.md Peru).

Furthermore, labor laws innearlyal!
oflhe counlries inutin America
eslablish lhe principie tha!equal
\IIork means equal pay, wilhoul
distinctionofsexoInrea ILly, on lhe
!e\'el ofprincipieslabor Iegislafion
does nol meril manyob~ions,

alfhough theTl' isa Ialent danger of
"fl~ibi liza l ion" . Specifie regulations,
how('Ver, tend todepart¡romlhe
prineiples.

Theexistence ofprovisions thet
forbid women todocertain kinds of
workcertainlydeparts from tbe
principIe embodied inthe

ronstítution ofequal r ights for men
and woman, aswell as theguarantee
ofIreedomlo work On this matte;

thelaws usually díscussthework oí
minorsandwomen inthesame

chapter, supposing thatwomen lack
suffioentdiscemment tojcdge which
work they can perform aOO which
they can not.This supposition of
minority iscompletely baseless. Only

fou rcountries ha veaboiíshed the
practice offorbidding workte
women. inneneoí them isitknown
whether womenhavetaken on

dangeous workorwork that
demandsagreal showofphysical
strength. The abovemcntioned
dynamismof thelabor laws is nct

free ofthe slumblingblocks
rcpresented bystereotypes and
sexual prejcd'ces.

Tbeegislation in the reglen, ina
manner that is generaUyadequate,
prolcetsthe workingmotherassuch
more lhan inher abstractfeminine
condition.Thus, inm~t rountries,a
womancannotbe fired froro M
work because sheispregnanl,aOO
sheis giren a paid perio:J ofrest
beforeaOO aflerchiJdbirth. Another
commonruling is thal establishments
thal employa certainnumbeT of
workers (ore( fwenty>areobliged lo

eslablishdaycare renters.

Perhaps thegreatest wealnffiin th.e
labor laws ofunnAmeric.a, which
amountsloa scandalous situation in

'50

manycases, is thetreetmentgiven lo
peope indomestkservke.Those
who work inthis field -mostly
womcn-are deprived 01theessential
nghts thatarerecognized forother
workers:minimum wages, reasonable
limitation01workíng hours, holidays,
i>b securi ry (""P' forspecífied
causes),etc.NOlhingjustifies ths
od ious discriminationor the Iad ti
inítiatíve to propose 1a~'S toendit,



COUNTRY

ARGENTINA

0l1lI

COLOMBIA

COSTA RICA

ECUADOR

EL SAlVADOR

GUATEMALA

HONDURAS

CONSTlTUTIONAL GUARANTEES

Worl has 1M fullprol«flOnoIlhea w, which
will ('Il~Ufl' ,h.I, lheworter hasworking
corduions ,tlal are decent and ¡alr

Worl lS a righl andronshluleslhebasisol
socalaOO f'OOflOmic ceder

Tht prot\'ctIOn ofanworkmisstipuL)led.
wilhoutdistinctlons oíany bnd

TJw ConslllulÍOll guaranlft'S a11peopIe'he
hwdom lO\YorkandliS prot«tioll.

AII~ have1"-nghllo....orkundE'f
rondl!lMS lhal.ln> falraOO nobable.

1MStaltgua rantees fn>todom ofd10ia as
regardu pb

ThfSt.lltguann!t'e IIIaI f'VtrVman or
WOlNn whais .blt lo wor1. win ha ~t an
opporturuty10 obtaln tm ploytnl'lll.

Worl is. righl anda social dUly. It has the
pcecnonoIlMStal". wtlictlguarantees the
worlE'f fu l! resl:leI:1forhisdlgruly. a d«enl
"llStfl\Ctand 'airpaymenl.

worki5. function insociety andhas íhe
protection o/lheSt. ,,,.

FORBIOOEN WORK

Ibe employml'lll al WOmt'l\ inworl lh.ll is.rduous.d.ngefOUS or
unhealthy is forbiddl.'l\.

Women . no 1IOI.lIolO'edlo work al nighl aOO inIradesthat are
ht"1.d.ngerous. unht.lthyor inronmct with mor.!Jly .nd
mor.IOODI-enlions.

Women are noI allowed lo wori. al SOll'll'thing lhaldemands lhe
use ofmuscclar~Ih .lOO\'{' twmty kilos for contincoes worl
orBliJos for It>mpor.ary work

Ibere isno",orlo lhalisforbdden loWOOW'II as lheresclt ofa
Itgal Monn daled 1m

Wotnl'II cannol "'00 onlheDlght sJuft In f.ctones. Nt11M can
thl'y IO'orkbe!oIo'grouOO m mlllt~ norl'll'('lJlt work that s
dangerous. unhe.tlthy or lhalreqmres agtNldtaloftlfort The
proItibilions aft tJ:lmd«l lo minm

Wamen are notallowed10 worl al nlghllodo warllhal is
unbe.lthy. heavy or phYSJCally or mor.lly dangerocs,

Thert isnowodlhal is forbtddtnlo womtn. bulwod lhal
rrqUlfl'S COi'Nderal>1t physaal tllonor unplies rt'ls is not

"<D""''''''''''
woeen cJnnol work aldistilling. kollol ormanufaetu nng liquor
Xeither can the)' ",.00. in Ihl' manutacture ot Iol" colormg
maltridlsU' \O W t!lt", isdangE'f lOlhf1r physical de~dopmt'nt

such aslt\t t1andling alrircularsawsor Io.tdmg aOO unloading
ships.

WCIITll'narenolellowed lo l'ltcUle workcensdered dangereus or
unheallhy.

Nighl workis forbidJl'n lOwomtn••s wellaswor" consider('d
unhealttlyor dangl'fllUSbylhe autltoriti/:'S

Women unJer lwenly·one y"a!'1 of.ge arenol all(lwed lOworl 011
thl' d r~ fti ng. di~lrib ul¡ng orsale ofprinledmaUf.'l' lhal is immor.1
orronlrary lo moralool1~entions.

MEXICO AUpeople IIa v" lh~ righl lOch(l(!St Iht work
IN I isbest lar ltlem.

NICARAGUA Worl is~ righ!.Th.> Stalt mustachitve Ih~

full . oo prooucllve I.'lDploymenl 01 ali
~iwaguans

PANAMA. Wori. is. nghlol1Mindll'idual.

PARAGUAY Women'SworLng rondilions willbe
rtgu1I l('d lo prestrVtl!lt nghtsof

mol"""""".
PERU Mm "Id WOlIll'D hav"l""rigtll Ioequalf1dY

for equal worl..

R. DOMINICANA Tht Constitulion guar.nlM frtNom lo
_oh.

URUGUAY AII peopIt U t fret lo drvote tht'lJl:Selves lo lht
I.Iwful worl. orIctivitythl'r c/Ioose.

VENEZUElA

'"

The", L~ 1'10 worl lhal isforbidden lowomen.

WOITlt'n'n>nol.llowtdlo work inminl"§Of beIow ground andal
lasb qualifjedasbt-yondthelrSlrtnglh ordangerous far1M
physicalormuralrondilions ol thtir W\.

\\'omen . n> notallowt'd lo WOl'k bt'low grouOO. mmines, in lhe
subsoi~ inquames aOO in lNnualronst ructlOn work.NtiIM "'"
1M' .l loweJ 10tl«Ulet.l~ lhat.n> unht.lthy.

WOlI\tII areIlOl allowN lo work al nigtll.

Womm.", nol aÜOW\>d lO bt onlhenighl shifl in faetories. lo
workalrornrntr'lialesublistll11f'nts afttl' Z2 hours andlo l'll'('lJre
JangmJUS or unhealthy worl.

Wommart noI allowed lO workal nigtll in bakt'fJl'S orpasta
factories..

~ isno10m lhal is forbiddm lo womtn.



COUNTRY

ARGENTINA.

BOlMA

8I\AZll

CH'~

EQUAL WAGES

Diñerences inwages cannot be
established between wcmen'S and
J11('n's tabor fcr workoíequal valu é.

Differences insal.J.ry because of 5e"X
areforbid den.

All workrhat has the saee valué
receives the same selary, wlthour
distinction aslosex

There arenospecíñcprovisions in this
respet.

DOHESTlCSERVICE

The workday for hcusehcld workers la<;ls IweJve hours, and they llave no
"ghl tocharge cvertime for anything inescess ofthal.ln the eventoflüress, if
theservarádces ect reccver within lhirty daysor ilshe shouldIall skkagain,
the employercan considerthecentrad conduded wtrhout compenseüon.

The workdaj- for houseoold workerscan lasl laruptosineen boers.

Th05l' whoworkindomestk service aret'xduded from seveat righlS
recognized forother workes:maximum duration ofthe workday, protection
against unjuslified dismissal, unemployment insunrce.rompensafionfor
yws ofservice andthe hke.

Household wcrkersmay workuplo íouneeo hours a dar, lhey dono! have
the righrtopaymenl íoroverrime, theycan bedismissed wilhoul being
informed o/Ihe reason, they cannol join a unión,during pregnaney Ihey must
coeríoue lodoheavy work, aml lheir minimum salary lslowe tbanlhal of
other workers.

COlOH8IA Menandwomen receive the same
salariesfor the same work.

COSTAR!CA Equal work, equalpay underidenfkal
condilions 01efficiency.

CUBA People receíve equal pay forequal
work.

EOJADQ' Equal work, equalpay, wlthout
dlstincions aslosexo

ElSAlVAOOA Equal pay musl bereceved for work
under identical condilioll5, wilhoul
dislinetiOll aslo sexo

GUATEMALA Equalwork, equal payo

HONDURAS Menand women workers receive the
same pay.

---
MEXlCO Women haveIhesame righlSas meno

HousehoJd wcrkers areexduded frcm vanous ríghts which arert'("OgIIized for
orher workers:maximum working dar, ocrupanoralaccidems ard work
relaíed díseases. unemployment benefils, pI> securiry.

Iiousehcldworkers have fewer rights thanmes workers inmattersrela tedlo
wages, duralion ofthe workday, vacations ard pbsecurity,

Household workers have a \01'1 minimum salary, can workal night, havethe
righl lO ene dayofrest fcr every two weeks ofwork, ,lOO lheemployer may
terrranaíelile comracat any lime.

Household workes can workup lo twelve hours per day. Iftheir employer
should requesl il,Ihey can workonth.eir daysoff, inwhich case lhey hal"f' lhe
righltoextra payo

Household workers have a workdayof(ouneen h(lu13,andprovisions
rega rding days offand holidays do nOl apply.They can bedismissed wilhout
being informOO 01 !he reason. alld llave norighllO rompensation.

----'-----
Household workersllave noIimilS lotheir workday. The foed and drink th.a l
lhey aregiven isequivalenllo50%oflhesal.J.ry they arepaid incash.They can
bedismissed alany lime.

NICARAGUA

PANA/1A

PARAGUAY

~,u

All workers re«'ive equalpayfor
equal work.

&jual workunder idenlical conditions
means equaJpay, wil lloul dislinroOll
asloseXo

DiscrimiI1alion inparbecause ofsex
isprohibiled.

Menand women have lherighl lo
equal pay ror equal work.

Householdworkers havenominimum wages, lhey musl won onholidays.
lheir workday may l.J.s1 up lO iOlJrtl'en hours, lhey can be dism~ wilhOlJ l
prior notice and wilhoulcompensalion for reasons lhat lhe employerhimself
detl'rnlines (negligence, dishonestyor lack 01 morals, etc.).

Household workershaveIhe righ! lO vacalions, compensalion ror years ol
S('rvice,anda minimumnight's restoThey have mínimumrighls, however, if
compared wilh blueand wrute-collar workers.

R.. DOMtNICANA &jual work, equalpaYo The workday for householdworkers has l'IOl beenspecified, lheydo not llave
minimum wages or lhemajorilY 01 the benefits tha! olher workershavea
righl lO.

URUGUAY

VEN EZUflA

There arenospecific provisionsin lhis
"'pect.

The woman caMol beIhesubjeet of
differences inregard lo pay.

--'----------------

'"



PROTECTION OF WOHEN DURINCiPERIOD OF HATERNrn

ARGENTINA

Durtng prl'gNncy, womtn.regu.,.lInlefd Pb sromry.lt is
inferred that lhedismissoll0111 ,,'Ol'l.erisdue lomatemity or
pregnancy ,..hmit t.J.\.es pIaa "'¡lhin1I sevW1.1Id. halfmonlh
pered~or <1ltertht dlltfof dúIdt>u1h.

ferNkoemployees llrenot101l0'''N lo work.(5 ddysbriOIU nd
IIfter chiJdbirth.

The "00:.ins mothrrollln l/l1"wned duIJisgivm twohlolf·hour
ll'5t pmxis pn- dlIy in ,,'hidl lo bRo.-st..fftod her child.

~BOUVIA__ _ _ _

~ b-l'N5CIIS 01 pregtlilncy orbrust·f~il'lg a re forbiddm.
No womt'll witlun !he~ ofg~allO!l lon..! uptooreytar aiter
tIw birth of.dúldcan btd rsmislstd l'1aopt lar. sp«ific cause.

ffrNltotr.'lploytt"!>.re not 101l0'''N lo wort. .(5 d. ~'S bffort' . nd
.fterchildbirth.

Ibe walingmothe!"of In unwt' lllod cluld~ Ofl(' hour f'l'l" dllY
in ",.hidr.1obI\"ast·ffl'd herduIJ.

Compll~ lh.tt mtpIoyfiftyor~ women m~l tw\'td'~' -are

ctn!trSllI tlltwonplllfl'.

ORAZll

Aworiltrcanoot be fired b«. USI.' she isprtgl\llnl.

A worker hasl20 d. ysofINltmityItavt.

Ibeworking motherolanunwunedrhiid has lherighl lotwo
h,¡ lf·hour ll'Sl percds in which lo brtasl·fttd hercbilJ.

Companil'S tMltmploythirtyor moreWOlll/.'l1musl havtday·
cart'ctnlm at lht workplaet.

CHILE

Dunnglhepregnan<y dn..! upIOd yedr ,lflt'r lht'expilalion d.l t of
lht> malt'mity ledve, a Workt'l"cannol bl' disnuSSt'd from herjobo

Womtl1 wor~ have lllt righllOll rtSI penod 01sixwm s prior
lochilJbirth and twelve wt't'ks after il.

The mothe~ of unwt'anedchildren havt' ont houra day inwhlCh
lobreasl-fre:llhtlrchildren. This hmte.n btdi\·ll.ltd inlo two
periods 01equal ordifltrt'lll durabon.

Establishmtnls!hal tmploy twf'llry or more wornmworkm must
!la\'(' day-eare ctlllE'l'S

COLOMBIA

A pregn.ant W(\C\in u nnot bt fuvd unhl thl'ft' monl/ts<1fttr
ehildbirth.

A""Orl"'f has ",,'t'!vt' ",.f't'ks ofrrult'l'tlityit'nt_S1w has1M nglll
lo<1SSign Ol'lt'of lhostv.'ttks lo herlI usb.JndO!' partntrin~

~urOOn.

Thr working mot!ltrolan unWl'<1 nN chiId hlos lht' riglll lotwo

twlf-bour rest ptriods inwhidllo brea,,-It>N htrchild.

Industries wjlh lwmry ormort wor\.E'I'S mustesublish d' y-eare

""""

15)

COSTA RICA

Aworker cannot btd ismisst'd b«<1\.1S(' sheispregNml DI"breest
ft.edLng.

Aworkt'rhasII lNlm1ityit'ave ol enemonlh btfore.nd three
monl/ts<1t1er dulJbinh.Sht'lllsotI<1S Iht right10 take lune off 11
shtadopts 11 minar,

Tht' ",urling ll'lOtM ot .nunwt'.nt>d ctrilJ Iws Iht lighllO/¡ftMl

minutes("o.try three hours orhali ~n hour hl-icl'11 dayinwhich lo
breas-íeed htrchiId.

CUBA

A~ woman cannot GoIrryout oKIivitll'S lhal Tnlghl affect
he!" gynerologia!systm. rtproJucti\'t functions, or tbe
dt'.¡eIopmtnlol her pr!gRo1ncy.

A..rol'!' tws 1Mright loC\lII.."nury It.\·t sil weeks btfort'
dlildbirthandtwtlvt WftU .úter it.

8t'fore prtNl<1l1m-r, . WOlNll!wSU J.I)'S or twelve halld<1~'S
lO!' medical dl«kups.

Dunng!he chiId's fllSl )'Nrol bft, 1M worran h.ts ontd.y al
jeaveper Il'lOJllh fDl" medicalch«kups--

Aftn 45dlIys<1nd up toó )'N11 01 . gl',1..... "'orlen' clllldrenrnar
be admirred lodlly-arectlllm.nd kinderg.ntl\$.

ECUADOR

AwOlNn workn canrot bedismissed because ofber pregnancy
orchiJdbil1h.

Women wcrkers hA Yi!' lhetighl loa rtSl ptriodlWO w« ksbefare
andsix weells afrt'fchildbirth_

Wht'n thm areday-eari!' C\'nlers, lht' molher has fiftt't'n mmutt'S
ever)' lhr«> llou~ lo breaSl-ft>N her dlild. If Iht'l't is nod,IY eare
renrer, lheworkday islimi tt'd losix houl"S _

Eslablishmenls lhal t'mploymort lllan fi fry workersmusl
l!Stablish day-eal'tC\'n relS enIht premises.Allhough lhe Iawdoes
oot makt'adislinction, 1M regulation refelS towomen workm .

EL SALVADOR

Thedismissal ala \\'oman \'10M from lhetimt' ht>r pregl\llncy
starts until lhecondusion oítht> posIl\lIlallt"Vt' dOt'S no! product
~ tf1TT\ll\lltion 0I1ht> rontr~ct.

Aprt'gl\llnt ""aman woBl'!' annot bl' assi¡tnt'd lo work lhal
requifl'S ph~'Sica l tfforts tNt<11! notcomp.thblt' wllh hercondltion

WOOlt'Jl woriers haVi!' lhe righl to<1Ita~t' ufsU w<'tu btfort'and
sil ",.t>tks 1I1tercbildbil1h.

GUATEMALA

Awornan worker cannot bt dlSmisstd iust Wc<1W sheIS

1"'8'""'
Wommworkm lI,m 1Mtight tOIl ptriod ol lt<1vi!' trcirty days
btfore aOO 45d.lys aflt'l'ch ildl>irth.

Whilt lhewaman worker isbrnst-ft'f'dlllg. shehastwo hAlf-hour
ptriOOs . JayO!" fíhl."t'n minult'St'\'t'f)' lhl'ft' houl"!'i in which 10
brust-fefd her ehild.

Empk'l't'f'S whot'mpioy more lNn fhutywamen workers. mus!
t'SIal>1ish J.y-eare ctnlm onthtIt prl'll'lISt'S



HONDURAS

PROnCTlON OF WOI"IEN DURINC PERIODOf I"IAnRNlTY

'{RU

A WOUWlworkerannot bedemssed dunng prtgNlIC)' and
during ee three lOOlIt!'s lollo"'·ing duJdbi:th..

Womtn wuim hawthe ngbl toa period oí INwoíloor weeks
btfort aOO sUweft:s otftl'f dlilJbirth.

Tht~mus! giee {helJlOl.htr ofanunwrantd child two
haU·hourptriods pe!" day il'I ""llo1o f«d ""cbíld.

Establishmtntslhal employ twtrlty ormore women workl.'l"S
must ha v~ aday-care center.

MEXICO

women workersllavetheright loa resl periodofsix weeks
beforeandatter childbirth.

During lhelimesbeísbreasl·lf'E'd ing.l!le lT1llther has lht nghtto
lWO l'l'SIpericds perdayin\\·ltich tofeed hl'fcltild.

EsublishmtfllSlhal tmploy more than htlywcmen mus!setup
day-arE'cmlm

NICARAGUA

A WOlJ1l'Il woRl'ftallllOl: ~drsmisstd during htr pregnarq- anJ
during tht ptmdofPJSlnaIilIItnt.

AWOI'Nn "'tlfker has tbt nght lo • mi. pmod ollourwm.s
brfurr.ndfight wteks atter childblfth.

A"'unan ",·hoisbrnst-ff'eding her dlildhas tht nghllO two
half.flour resI periods per dayloallow htrlobrtasl-ft'f'd .

EstabliWntntsllIal tmploy Uurtyor mon' worntn mus!h.JVt
premíses wllmo !he mothers maybreas -leed Ihttrdaldren,

PANAMA

AwOlIl.ln ""orker cannolbedismissed be<:auSE' 01 hl.'T pregnancy.

AWO/Nn worw has lile righlloa rest period 01si~ wetks
before.nd tightwteks afttrdlildbirth.

PARAGUAY

An employtrcannot advR awoman workerofhtr dl5ll1l!>Sal
duringMfWlC}" oralterduldlnrth

A'""OlIWl wod.tf has tbt ngh! lO•~ prriod oísUwttti
btfort and ¡tttJdui:lbirth.

AWOlNl1 "'·110 isbrtdSl-kedmg htf child has lile nghlIolwo
h.JU·hour mi. pmOOStveryday.

E.st.iblislunents lhal tn'.ploy lIlOl1' than fthy womtn mUS! ha"'t
da~<are antmo

'"

Awoman workrhas lhP right toa period oIleJ\"tforty-fi\"td.ys

t.fure and '""dtiJdbuth.
Compinte IorW more titan25 WOOW'Ilworkm O\"tl" tighlf'tf\
YNrsolag! aretmplo)'td musl laveday-care cenes,

R. DOMINIC~AN,-=A,--- _

A...ornanworkr aMO! bedsmssed during pregnancy or
pcstnataljeare.

Awoman worker M ue righlloaperiod 01eeve betore and
añerchíldbirth ofno1l.'SS than 12 weeks inlotal.

A woman wcrjer has ee right lo three twenty-fíve minuteres!
periods perday inwhkh tobreast-teed ber chikI.

Establishmentsthal tmploy more than thirty worren m m
must bave daj-carecenters.

URUGUAY

Women workm call1lOl: bedismtised duringpregnarq oruntil
thtitpostnatalltavt has npirN.

Awoman worl.er hUlhe nglll lo sU ",t'fhol Jea\"tbetcnarü
Ilter dIiJdbirth.

WOl'l'.en woBm in tlle pnU:f sector ha\"etlle rigltl lotwo "'..1ft)'
minu!~ rest peOOdsper day in which tobreast·fred lheu dlildl'l'l\.
Womf'lI ",'Of'km 1lI !he pubIK sector lave the ngllt lo reduce l.w
normal wodday by halfduring ée t1rnt tIry are bre.N-fteding

VENEZUELA ,,---~;-;-~_ _ __
A \\lOmanwoo:'t1canno! Ix- dismissed during f"l'8na ncy and up
lOOnl' yeara(terchiklbirth.

Awonunworkl.'T has therigh t toaPfriod 01 l eave si ~ wt't'ks
beforeand afterchildbirth.
WOrntn llave theriglll tolwo hal/-hour resI periods pt'1' dayin
whkh lo breaMf'ed thelr ch.ildl'l'l1, if thereis aday·care ctnter. If
there isnototlleperiod 01 leaveisdoubltd.

An employtr whoemploys mOl\' lllan t~nty women worktrs
muslhav~ ad.ly-areCfntt'f or finaM.lCCl'SS lOOM forIus
mployM.



At the Conferenceon I'opulation
held by theUnited Nations in

Bucharest in 1974, reproductive
rights were defi nedas the
combination oi "basic rights of
couples lodecide, freely and
responsibly about thenumberand
spacing ot their child ren and lo have
the lnformation, educationand
medos lodo so". Birthcontrol.
sterilization and abortionare the
specific and particular means lo

exercise those rights, understood ina
restrirtedmanner.

Abreadconcept indudes, besides the
aboye, the ríght lo exercise sexuality
withou t risk01 contagien01sexually
transmitted diseases. lo receive
adequategynecoJogical careduring
pregnaney,childbirthandalter the
birth, aswell as the nght lo ha ve
access te the preventionand
treatment ofinfertiJity.

In1994, the InternationalCcoference
onPoputationanó Development,
held in(ai ro, Egypt. approved an
Action Program which represented
animportant step forward onthis
subject. The Programdedicaled a
specialchapter to "reproduclive
rightsand reproductive health",
which recognizesthemasguidelines
for population policiesand
recornmends a seriesof rneasures
thatshould be adopted by
governments solhepolicies maybe
fullyeffect ive.

It was madI.' c1earat theConference
thal lhe inlernationalcommunity will
nolencourage abortion asa method

offamily planning, but it was
accepted asa public heatth problem,
as was theneed tostudyitand
undertake actions lo prevenl it. Sorne
countnes. ineluding Argentina,
Ecuador, ElSalvador.Cuatemala,
Honduras,Nicaragua, Paraguay.
Peru and the Dominican Repubhc
had reservations aboutdefining
reproductíve r ights, insofaras they
might includethe legafizationof
abortion.

The United Narions Fund for
PopulationActivüies (UNFPA)isthe
agency that ls responsible for seeing
thattheAclion Program isfulfi lled
by theStates thatapproved ít.

Inspite ol the concern shcwn at the
Con fe rencesreferred loaboye, this
new field oflaw isbarely starting to
take itsfi rst steps as surh.There has
beenasignificant delayintaking
acticn inalmost all oí thecountries to
control fertility, treat lntertility
protect thehealth 01pregnant
women,and combat sexuatly
transmiUed diseases.

LatinAmerican legisla tionis
concerned mainly wilhasperts
related to birthcontrol, bUlusuallyal
the leveloía policr statement in
PoliticalConstitulions.There is no
country thal hasa Code oí
Reproductive Rights, norspt.'Cific
laws on lhedifferenl matters
ineluded inthose rights. ln most
cases birlh control,forexample, is
regulated throughadministrativeor
technical provisions issuedbythe

'"

health authorities. Tbe prevention of
sexually transmitted diseasesls
regulatedseparately Thesame thing
occurs with the careofpregnanl
womenand, ingeneral,wilh
women's health.

Regardless of the letterof the law, it is
a fact that inall ofthecountries,
officiallyor unofficially,activities are
ca niedaul locontrol ferlility, and
activities take place thal fall within
the area of reproductive rights. Bul
thereisnoglobaland systematic
treatment, nobodyoflaws that
refl ects the poliey oftheStatesand
permits coherentactionthat is
complementary lo publicand prívate
health services.



SITUAnON BYCOUNTRY

ARGENTINA ._~---

Tht~.... gual'lln tft'Severy pnson tbenghl lodecide how ITI.l ny
dúl..trm sheI'i~htos lO haveard " ...·h' l lime inherlife

Ibereare 00 regula tio~a ooul !he u!IE'oI btrth rontrol rnet!ll:xh,
butsoee mllniripollilltS providef' mi ly p1'Ming services

BOlNlA_
There isno Ieg~LttJon onlhissubjKt.

BRAZll
Tbe Constilution l.'5Ublishe th.J1~' pLtMing s , decscn
nWe frerIy by !heCDU~.

5inct 19l\l, 1M MlIIl5trJ ofHNIlh tus ,n ÜWl'lIDHealthAid
Progr,m Ior Women ...iIichiKhdes metMds,OO teehniques for
bmily pLtMing
1hl' SlIIeofblrth control piIIs ,nd devireisfrf.e.
IbeS1l'1'l1i.z.1tlOll ol, WOINtI ispmnillt'd undel" doctor'seeíes
...i th her 'greerMIl

CHILE

A1though eee '11'nouws01\ l't'pro:!uctÍ\l' rights. the5t.Ileh.Js
providN Mh control sevces.by rnl" n5 olagTl'l'lfOents wilh
priv'teÍIlslitutlons. ,nd duectlySll'\(f 1995. Ñ.'malesleriliull(ln
ts pmnitlN lotsh1ly medir,1 reasors ...·¡lh the prior
aul!loriz,¡tionoflhehushindorp.trtner in, consenswll1nion.

COlOMBIA

The ConstituOOn l'SI,blishes lhe nglllof, coepletc decide, freely
andresponsibly,aboul lhe number01children. This riglll hasnol
been developed D)' lheIaw.

COSTARICA

TheCeneralHeallhLJw l"Slabl ishesthal stateservires are
obliged lo provide informalion about family plann lng m('lhods.

The stenlil.ltionofa woman ispennllted underdoclor's orders
with h..... agn'ellll'l1t. llshe ismarried,h..... husbdnd's
alllhoriza tion is.liso required.

CUBA---
Th-ere isno\aw onfamily pLanning,butlhtreareorganir
1Jll'<lSUre5for 'pplic.tionoflheprincipie offreedomabollt lhe
dt'Cision lo coTni\re.

The fami/y pUnning programolfersdiflerenl types 01 birth
control mdhods, indudingma!t,nd female s1erilization. The
progrlIm,Iso indudes ,bortlOnc,rried out al ofhcial hea1th
instilu~

ECUADOR

The ConsbtutionguannlMlheparm15' rig}:t lo NVE' lhe
number ofchildrmlNIthtyeanleed.tnd educate.This righl has
not been deveIoped inIheordlNry Iaw. There.l'P tl'dlllial
guideline5 from 1M Ministryol Health lor regulallllg fertility.
They establish tNt birth control servic!s 'l'P miLlble lO( all
couples tJwt d«ide hftIy lo use lhem.

El SAlVADOR.

GUATEMALA

Thl>re isno1egisll00n onreproducti~ righ15. onIy instrucIions
and circulm sm OUI by lhelItalth , ulhol'itil'scm birthrontrol-
HONDURAS

The 5t.Ite, in.greemtnl with inlmlatiollA! organiz.ations.
provide birth conlrOl information ,nd methods. Voluntary
surgical steriliz.ation ls rrgu1aled by~w.

HEXICO

IbeConslilution gumntel'5 , npesoes thtn#l110 freely .nd
responsib{r dIoose !henumber .Ni spKing el their children.
hmilypi.llUling ts reguLilfd by !heGtnenl PopuLtIJOn LJwDi
1974, which.crepts birth control mrthodsli-.M'~ no! hatmfu110
IIIt lwlth .00 ll'f no! forbddm. Tht1Mof írm'mible methods
l'l'qUires thtwnlten ('OII5t'fj ofIhrpenan invoh'td.

NICARAGUA

There lfl' no rulings 01\ reprodueti\"! rights.- Newrthele!.s, state
health progriIm5 indude suppiying birth control methods.tnd ee
practic'e ofsteriliz.ation. The hll5b.and', 'uthoriz.ation isrequired
lo steri1i.u!he "'*.

PANAI1A"--__

Ihee isno legislalion enreproductiverights.- N/!'Yertheless, ue
Ministry ofHealth,00 theSoci.ll Security Fund hal'edevdoped
' program fOl" motllers which includes lamilyplanning ac1ivities.

PARAGUAY

Inspiteof the lacl ofregulalions, lheMilUSlry01Heahhprovidl'S
birthcontrol informalionand I'lIt'lhodslo sp.!ce pregnancies out
and avoidlInwantoo pregnancirs. lnlheprlvate Sl'ctor, lhe
ParaguayanCenter for PopulationStudieshasappro~imdtcly

lhirty clinieswh(ff intOTJllil tionand birthcontrol methods are
handed out.

",u, _
The sub1ct 01 reprodu cti~ righl$ Jw been dddressed by lhe
PopuL1tion PoIicy Documents oll9'76, lht NatioNl PopuJation
Policy lawof1985, aOO the lawINIpennilted vo!untary
sleri!izllion in 1968. Family pla.nning progriImsdo nol indude
abortion.

R. DOMINICANA

URUGUAY

VENEZUELA

By mi.."Iistt'riaI reso!llIion 01 19'76, lht ktivities aledwtion.
infcrmati:ln.tnd dinic1 onbmilr pLtMingbfa,1I'lt cbligatory.
5teri1iu1ion iscnIy .illowed forthm peulic I'NSOM in lheaseel
serious iIIness. whtftthm isno,ltenwlive forlllthealth of!he
WOINn ,nd whm bolhSJl'O'MS In! in,~

'"



......-SOCIOPOLlTIC A-t. PARTICIPATION
ANO AOVANCEME T Of WOMEN

"

L
atin Americe exhibits a broad
rangeofexperiences inthe
field ofwomen's socia l and

politice! participationand in ections
taken loimprove their position in
sodety

Although the history that is taughtin
a11 OU Tcountries systematical1y
silences thecollectiveaction of
women, in thelast fewdecades
importa nlstud ies navebeen msde
that reclaimwomen's leading role
andtheir contribution. Seeking fora
historically consclida ted identity,
sorne fema le researchers have
published interesting monographs
that place women inthe socicpolitica!
scenarios ofindependence, in (he late
nmteenthcentury, and theeariy
twentiethcentury.Theprecursorsof
currenl feminismand labor unionism
appearal thattime. the great flgbters
for women'spolíticalandcivil rights
emerge, struggling against the high
costofliving, and in favorofpeare.

Eachcou nlry lived through lhe
processes ofincorporallng women
intolhespheres ofpolitiraland social
powerinilsown way. There were
similarities amongsorneofthem lhat
weremoredoselyconnected because
oflheir geography orsimilar
sociopolitical and economic
processes. Brazil, Peru and lhe
Southern Cone countries, along with
Mexico,showed an early awakening
by women toorga nized aclion in
groups or associalions al theend oi
lhe lasl cenrury.Colombia, Cuba,
DominicanRepublic, Ecuador,
Panamaand Venezuela joined them

in theeartydecades of this cenlury.
Finally,around 1950 women's
organizations ca rne into being in the
otherCentral American countries. Al
the time ofthe Intemational Women's
Year (l97j) tbe región was

experiencinggrowing female
effervescenre.evenIhoughthe
partidpationof this half of the
population intbe power spheres was
markedly insufflcient.

An image that illustratesthis process.
isthalwomen won the vote in
Ecuador in 1929 and in Paraguay
onlyin 1961,despite the arduous
struggles ofwcrnen'sgroups and
organizations. Thirty-twoyears had
logoby beforeall the women in the
región became citizens. Most
countries recognízed women's
cltizenship between 194j and 19jj,

Womenentered the Executive Branch
throughappointments asCabinet
Minislers. Chile was the first country
tohave a womanMinislerofState
(1952),and Argenlinaand Paraguay
were thelasl (1989).

Neverlheless, only in 1989was a
womane1ected PresidenlofIhe
Republic (Violeta Chamorro),
although two had held thal position
previously wilhout beingelected
(Estela Martínez, Peron's widow in
Argentina, 197'¡'1976; l idiaGueilerin
Bolivia, fromlate 1979 up lo1980).

Women's enlry into Ihe legislature
has been particularly slowand,
although all counlries gradually
induded women in Parliament when

15'

they obtained citizenship. theír
cu rrent percentages ofparticipation

remain 101'.'. Cuba standsout among
counlries withan unicameral
pa rlia ment (22.8% are women)
whereas women deputies in Ecuador
only amount5.6%. Incountries witha
bicameral system, women's
involvement isusually higher intbe
l owerChamber than in the Higher
Chamber. In México, women senetors
number 11.8%while in the
DominicanRepublic there was no
women intbe senate in1990. México

also has the highest percenrageof
womendeputies(13.8%ofthe seatsl
while inParaguaycnly 25%ofthe
seets are cccupied by women.

TheJudicial Brancb has been.
gencrally morepermeable lo
women's participation. Nevertheless.
it lsconsiderably stratified and
women areconcentrated in the lower
courls. ln ninecountries there has
never beena woman Minister ofthe
Supreme Courl,allhough they
occupyover 60%ofIhe positions in
Ihelowercou rls.

Polilicalparliesst't'm lo be a real
barrier lo women's access to
insti lutionalpolitical power. Women
seldomexceed 25%in leadcrship
posilions and trus isrefieclecl in
appoinlments tocandidacies for posts
requiringpopular clernonand inthe
designofminislerialcabinels.
Therefore, women's scant presence in
lhe branchesofStateis nol
surprising.



Women'scontribulional thesocial
level is unquestionable. Women
played a prominent role in
developing the labor movement.
However, todaythe presence of
wornen in leadership positions in
laborunions, eitheramong the rank
and file or in federations,
confederations and national boards of
laborfedera lions ísalso very low,The
25%barrier israrelysurpassed, Their
pre ence is higher in professional
associations, especially in the
"Ieminine" professions.

Ineconornicspheres, represented by
associa tions ofentrepreneurs, wornen
arepracticallyabsenl. They are Iound
ver)' infrequently in leadership
positions. and that occurs in
industries Iike trade, neverin
banking.

This is not the case at grass roots
level.There wornenare importan!
agents incommunity development
and improvement of the guality of
life, whilesimultaneously working in
hundreds oforganizations where
they recreatea wayof "being
women" that includes personal
development, polí ticaldevelopment,
and sometimes, the pursuilof
social change.

The 19705 sawwomen reborn asa
specific collective social actor, and
since the 1980 their presenceon the
socialand political scene has been
permanent, Manyorganízations with
differentorientations have come
togetherina movement tha t
prometes overcoming discrimination
against wornen, politicaldemocracy,
and the effective exercise ofhu man

rights inthe region. Over thepast
years, their effort have concentrated
on thestruggle against family
violence, for reproductive rights,
development withequity, enha nced
participa tion in the powerspheres, of
and culturalchange. Theirproposal
have been included in the
prepara tory documents for the
Women's World Conference lo be
held in Beijing(l995),on the basisof
coordinated actionand
democratically generated leadership.

As ofthe InternationalWomen's Year
(l975), regional governments have
grad ually created wilhin the Statea
"NationalMachinery for Women's
Advancement" , following the
ind ications of the United Nations
Conventionfor the ElimínationofAII
ForrnsofDiscriminationagainst
Women (1979).Many ministries have
generated specíal programs Ior
women, especially the ministrie of
Labor, Education, Health and
Agricul ture.Some countries have
legisla ted orformulated a Plan of
Equa lOpportunities forWomenasa
pecific instru ment ofaction in favor

of women.

Nongovernmental action has had the
grea lest relevanceand effecton the
process ofinstilutionalízation and
formulationofpolicies for womenin
the regíon.With the supportof
internationalorganízations and
agencies, they started lo develop
studies and programs for women's
advancement in the1970s.Trough
participatorymethodologies and
contributions from the feminist
rnovement, they have helped to
strengthenfeminist and grassroots
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organizations, as wellas thoseof
wornen workersand pea ants, native
indians, blackwornen, etc.

First Ladies -as the wives of
Presidents arecalled- have also
played asignificant role in favorof
women in manycountries.They have
granted priority to women from poor
sectors that often provídea unique
opportunity forsocialdevelopmenl
and integrat ion, encouragi ng popular
female leadership that canbecome
autonomous, InCentra lAmerica they
haveorganized debatesonsubjects of
common interest lo thus favor the
improvernent of women'sstatus.

Specialized United Nations
organizations, asof the Women's
Decade (1 975-1985), have provided
majorsupport for women' progress
in the region.They havebacked
NGOsand organizations through
economiccontribulionsand technica!
assistance and havealso supported
government initiatives,

Thus, by the reach mid-1990s, when
the world isprepa ring for the IV
Women's World Conference,
although women's participation and
presenceare sli!! insufficient in many
area , they are a fund amental actor in
politicaland socialprocesses, their
dernands are part ofthe public
agenda, and they rnakesubstantia l
contributions tonationaland
international development.



CITlZENSHIP
LATIN AHERICA: YEAR IN WHICH WOHEN

OBTAINED THE RIGHT TO VOTE
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1t took tbirty-two ypar; for Latín
American women loobtain

düzenship,and it resuhed from
diverse "",,1,00 polítical pr0cESSe5,
dependíngonthe ind ividual histories
ofthecountriesinthisheterogeneous

region.

Women'sright to votestarted to be
recognized when wcmen in most
rortbem bemisphere countries
alreedy bad the vote. Men had had
the right fordecadesinall countries,

Insornecases womenobtained
dtízenship after longyearsof
rrobüization and demands by
women's group5.

In thelate nineteenth ct'ntury and
begi nning the twentiethcenrury,
feminist leades and European
Ireetbinkers travelled te thenew

world lo propagare ideason
emancipation. This roincided with
thearrivalof ideas onsodalis and
anarchism.The ideas ofStuart Mili
and Engels reachedthe región.
Argentina,Chile, Uruguay and Peru
were fertile lerrilory for the new
ideas thatstarted tobe adopted by
workingclass sectors and among
educated womea in the upper and
middle classes. In many countries.
IhOSt' seedstcok roct end
organizationsand groups arase that
started lospread themin meetings
aOO wcmen's magazines.

Importanl intemational eventsalso
took place HketheFirstlntemational
FeminineCongress in Argentina
1191O), lhe Pan-American Women's
Congresses (1922. Chileand 1924,
Peru) .lOO the lnternarícnal feminine
Congress held in Colombia in1930.
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The right tovote was the focus of the
debate al.111 these events.

Early feminists the beginning ofthe
centuryparticipated in establishing

the Inter-American Cornmission of
Women; its First Conterence was held
in1930 in Havana, Cuba.

Womenalso created their own
political parties topress for their
demands' in Argentina (1918), Brazil
119101, Chile 11922 and 1924)Cuba
(191 4),and Panama (1923).

Insorne countries like Argentina,
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Cuba, México,
Panamá, Paraguay, Pero, Uruguay
and Venezuela suffragist struggles
ccexisted with the developmentofa
labor movernent wherewomen alsc
partidpated. The meeting ofthe two
was necessary al that timesothey
could join ina common struggle for
citizenship. It was not always aneasy
orsmocth process. However, the final
offensives managed loarticulate
broad movements ofwomen from .111
socialdasses and sectors.

Nevertheless, hard yearsofstruggle
would be necessarybefore lhe
parliamentarians of lhecountries
menlioned above would accept
women's demands. lnfact, projeclS
had lobe submitled by male deputies
or senalors, who had their own
polilical fears -Ihat givingwomenIhe
vole would nol favo r them- and .lIso
feuson women's role inthe family
and society. Theybelieved Ihal Ihey
had toprolect them from Ihe world of
politics. This was thecase despile the
fad thal women'sinfluenceonthe
developmenlof specific parties has
been recognizOO in many countries.
InCuba, IheDominican Republ ic,
Panama andUruguay almosl20
yearswent by betweenIhe year
\'Jomen madI.' their firsl demand and

the year they gotthe vote; inBrazil
and Bolivia it took 30 years; in
Argentina,Colombia and Paraguay,
forty. inChile and México, filty.

Inrountries with federa lsystems of
govemmentthe women'sstruggte
tookplace first incertain States or
provinces. and in those places they
obtained civil rlghts before women in
the restofthe country.asearly asthe
19205 there were women who had the
right tevote in Mexico. Argentina
and Brazil.

In IhlS reglen devastated bydieta
torships and despotic govemments,
women'ssuffrage was recognized in
sorne countries inthe frameworkof
revclutionary processes orthose
undertaken lorecoverdemocracyIn
thís sense it waspartofprocesses
developed lobroaden thesocial base
ofdemocrades in Argentina, Bolivia,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Guatemala and Venezuela.

Inother countries, however, il was
the presidents themselves
-perpetuated in power- whogave
their governments ademocratic look
throughritual elections where
womenwere included: TrujilloinIhe
Dominican Republic, Somoza in Ni
caragua, and Stroessner in Paraguay,.

In Ecuador the vole wasgiven to
womenwithoutcollective actionon
their parl, and inCentralAmerica,
where women's suffrage carne laler,
aclions undertakenby Ihe Uniled
Nationsand Ihe Inler-American
Cornmission ofWomen,10 \1,after
theSecond World War, influenced an
initiative lhat .lIso corresponded lo
the regional governments.

Inmanycountries -including those
where women slruggled actively- the
rule was togive themthevotefor
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municipal elections first. The implidt
idea was thatwomenshould go
througha long period ofpoli tical
rehearsal before being allowed to
fully exercise their civil rights. lnthe
case oítheDommican Republ ic
women voted twíce íin 1934 and
1938)-as a rehearsai-before obtaining
thevote.

However,a fact worth emphasizing is
thatalmost all countries initially res
trícted therighl tovotemuy loeduca
loo women. llliterate womenhad to
wait, insorne cases untilthe1980s, te
get the voleoThis facl, ina continenl
withasignificant nat iveindian popu
la non, this posed realIimitatíons for a
highproportion ofwomen,especially
in countríes such as Bolivia, Brazil and
Guatemala. The process ofwomen's
regis tration was slow inmost
countries, and theydid nolexercise
theircivil rightsfor manyyears.

Nevertheless, almost regional coun
trieshave suffered dictatorshíps and
military coups, withthe consequent
suspensiónoí civil rights for the
entirepopulation. Long periodsof
dictatorship prevented elections in
countries wilhexlensive democralic
hislories, Iike UruguayandOtile.

Moreover, theexistenceofaulho
rilarlanand elilisl poli tical systems
hasledtoa loss of legitimacy and lo
mistruslon thepart ofIhe popillation
ineleclionsinvarious countries with
apparenllystabledemocracies like
Colombiaand Mexico.Allhough
voting ismandatory ina1l these
countries, they arecharacterized by
high ralesofelectoral non-partia
pation, which exceeds 60%ofthe
votersonsorne occasions. PMaguay's
situationisspecial.Stroessner
govemed thecountry between1954
and 1989 and therewere no
compelitiveelectionsuntil l993.



EXECUTIVE BRANCH
FIRST WOHEN CABINET HEHBERS: YEAA AND PORTFOLlO

I n Latín American history upunlil
1989, nowoman had ever been

elected President. Violeta Chamorro,
thefirst woman ro be elected
Presiden! ofthe Republic was
preceded, howeve....byEstela
Martinez, Peron's widow, wbo
govemed Argentina from 1974 to
197b.and byLidia Gueiler, who wes
Presiden!ofBolivia temporarily for
eighl monl~ {No\"€'mbt'r 1m lo luly
1980); both were overthrown by
military coups.

The entty ofwomen intoother
agencies oftbe Bxecutive Brancb has
been slowandbelated, women's
cit izenship wasnotappart'nl in the
Execunve Brancb. except inChileand
Colombia, In 1948 (he fi rsl wornan
minister in the region wasappointed
in Cuba. but withoutportfolio; the
second was in Chile(1952)and the
third in Colombia (1 9"'.>4), when

women's suffrage was still not
exercised . However, countries like
Argentina, BraziJand Ecuador the
Iirstto recognize women'ssuñrage,
had (owaituntiI1979, 1982 and 1989.
respectively, tosee a womanin the
Cabinet. Fortyyears passed between
thelimea woman mieister was
ramed in thefi rsl and (he last
rounlryin the región.
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The first portfolios occupied by
women tend ro be concentrated inthe
social area, especially Education(6),

labor131,Soci.IIV,if. re131 and
Heaüh(2). Asanexception the)'
ocruped the ministries oí justice
(Chile),Devetopmeor(Venezuela)
and Foreign Affairs(Argentina).
Subsequent hislorydoes not shcw

an)' significantchange in thisaspect.

At preseot thee ísa woman
President af lheRepublk onlyin
Nicaragua. Among countries that
havea Vice Presídency,Costa Rica
and Hondurashavea womanin that
position. Bothcountries havemore
than one VicePresidency They are
positions elected by popular vote,
and they aresubject to ihe

presentation ofwomencand idates. In
recent presidentialelections women
candidateshave beenmore frequent.

In ministries orsecretariats, which are

filie<! bypolitical eppoíntees.Chile,
Guatemala and Mexico have three
women rrurusterscurrently which is
a miiestonein Latín American
historyAhhoughthe percentages
vary ecrcrdíng lo the size ofthe
Cabínet.expeíerceindicares that
thereisaquali tative contribution
sremming from larger femenine
pIl.'5ence.Guatemalaísthe country
with the highest percentageof
women in tfe CabinetU3.1 ' l.

Argentina, Bolivia and Uruguay are
at theotherextreme. with nowomen

ministers.Sevencountries have one
womanand síx have two.Elght
countries have bet.....een 10%and
19%women mimstersand seven
nave between 1%and 9%.

Alarge femalepresenceisgeneraly
found amang vke-secretariesor
equivalen¡ positioM. Cuba has a

differentorganization,barin
equivalen! positionsinthenational
Executive Branchthere are17
women outof180 positions.
Hondurasand. Costa Rica have ñve
women under-secretaries, asweUas
thehighesl percentages oíwomen in
that position.except for El Salvador
(30% with three women under
secretaries).

WOHEN PARTlC1PATION IN THE EXECUTIVE. AROUND 1994

Country v,u Hinisten
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The presence oí wornen inthe
provincial. stateor departmental
Executive Branch isver)' irregular. In
sorne couetries governorsareejected
by popular voteandincthers they
areappoimed by the Presidentoffbe
Repubhc,

Costa Rica stands outbecause ilhas
fi vewomen appointedout01seven
positions. The DomínicanRepublic
has 7womenoulof25 positions.
Argentina,CUN, Ecuador, Paraguay
and Uruguay.on theotherhand, have
none, eitherelectroorappointed.

Several countries heve implemented
a process 01decentralizaticn and
transferofaulhority and resources lo
municipaledministrationsinthe last
fewyears. Democracy has been
improvedIhroughthe popula r
elecnonofmayors. prefects.
govemof5 or municipal presidents.
This domain has been singled outasa
privileged ene lortheactionof
worren, as they involve smallerateas
wilh tasks thatare more rloseiy
linked lodaily lile. However,
women's presence in these positions
isalso sca rce,exceeding 10% only in
Bolivia, ElSalvador, Honduras and
Uruguay. InCosta Rica thereareno
women incharge 01 the Municipal
Erecutive Branch.

Moreover, thereare big variat ions in
thesize 01the mu nicipalities -in
termsoftenitoryand populanon
andelso, inlheimportance 01tbe
position.The case ofLuiza Erundina,
touner Prefect 01Sao Paulo, a cily
withnine millioninhabitants, is
remarkable. Hersituation is not
comparable lo women mayors of
municipaiitíes wñh a population of
only a fewthousand.

WOHEN GOVERNORS IN PROVINCES

OR OEPARTMENTS
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lEGISLATlVE BRANCH
WOHEN IN THE LEG IS l AT U RE,

BICAHERAl PARlIAHENT$

Theentry ofwomen inlo theLe
gíslarurerookplaceslowly efter

.....omengol the vote.The first con
gl't'S5womaninihe region wasCar
lota Queiroz,a deputyelected in
Brazíl in1932.who partkipated in
writing the Constitulion of1934. In
1936 Berta Loe. whohad been el lea
derofthe women's movement since
the 1920s. waselected te Congress.

Theincrease inparticipation hasalso
beenslight, with a few exceptíons. In
Arge'fltina, under the Peron
govemment, women reached the
higbest figu re inhislory with 17.6\
in the Senate (952)and 21.n (34) in
the Cha mberof Deputies (955). In
Brazil, in 1986••alter the campaign
deployed by the NatlonalCoundloí
Women's Ríghts for the electionof the
CorstituentAssembly the numberoí
federaldepures tnpled, reachíng 26. -

• •

Al presenthoweve; wnmen's pa rtid
pation inparliaments, bothbicameral
01 countries) and unicameral(8
countries) is not muchbetter than it is
in theExecutive Branch.

Among countries with bicameral
parliamems, women's presence tends
lo be smallerand access slower in the
Senare orUpperChamber, than in the
ChamberoíDeputies. In Brazíl, a
womansenator waselected only in
1978 and shewas merelyanalt érnate.
She tookoffice in1980. almosl40
years añer the first womanentered
the Cha mber of Deputies. Insevera!
coentries, not one woman hasbeen
elected senator invarious electiors.
In the Dominican Republic, in1990
there was nol a single womaninthe
Senare, and muy inParaguay (993)

WOHEN IN THE LEGISlATURE.

UNICAHERAl PAAlIAMENTS
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and México (1994) women occupied
over 1O'l ofthe seats. Mexico is an
exceptionsince. inrecent elections,
the nu mberofseats increased to l'lJ.
aOO 15womensenatorswereelected .

Percentagesrise in the Chamber01
Depones,where womenOCCUP)'over

JO% of the seats infourcountries.
However,absolute figures arevery
different and the)' corcealdiffenonl
realities.

Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, í.e.
countríes withFederal Parlaments,
bave the highest perrentagesin the
ChamberofDeputies. fn Medco.
afterthe Iast eiections.69 01the 500
seats werefilled b)' womea. the
higbest percentage in a Lower
Chamberinthe region.In Brazil.
which has 518seats, 38 womenwere
elected recently and inArgentina,
whichhas157 seats. tbere are)4, The
argentineancase ref lects the Quota
La w(1991), which obhges pclitica l
parties loha ve 3O% women
candidales ontheir liSIs, in positions
thal mus!a!temalt' withmenoWhen
halE lhe seats inlheChamber oE
Deputies were up for el('(t ionin 1993,
women's presence moreIha n

doubled 03.2%), even thoughthe
Iists didnot comply with Ihe3O%
required bylaw.

These figures constitutea significa ni
number thal allows womenlo
coordinaretheirparltamentary work
soaslo Jaunch legislative initiatives
that trenscend party interests.

Bolivia. theDominican Republic,
Pero,and Venezuela have len or more
deputies.Only Chile, Paraguay and
Uruguay have less than ten.

The situation issimilar inthe
unicameral parliamentsexcept for
Cuba. TheretheNational Assembly
of PopularPower isthesupreme
organ01theState.The Council of
State iselected there, and the
President oftheCouncil 15 also the
Presidentofthe Repubí ic. The
Assembly also appcintsthe
Minislers. ln1993 womenoccupied
134 of the 587seats. or228%. Amuch
bigher rete thanthe other unicameral
parliaments.This figure is lowerIhan
in 1986, when 33.9%of thedeputies
were women.

InCosta Rica, ElSalvador and Nica
raguawomenoccupyover10% of
the seats. and in Nicaragua there are
17womendeputies out ofa totalof
92

m e Legislative Assemblyof
Ecuador made upofnationalend
provincial deputies, had thelowest

pt'rcentage of women(5.6%) in1994,
fcllowed by Honduras, Guatemala
and Panama.

Sorne countrieselect altérnate
parlíamentaríans, like Bolivia, Brazil.
Medcc, ~icaragua, Penama.
Uruguay and Vent'luela.1t ís
customa r}' for more women lobe
elected in this group.

Very exceptíonallj; a womanhas
been VicePresidentofa chamber. as
inCuatemala where theLegislative
Assemblywas presided overbya
woman in1991. Some womenhave
presidedover spedalized work
committees. In Bolivia, inthe1989
1993period, four \Vomt'npresided
over commissions. InMexico, in
1991, fOUT women .lIso were
presidentsofcommittees and in
Venezuela, there .....eretwo thal year,
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Insorne countríes, women
represenüngsubordinare social
sectors have managed to reach
Parliament in the past fewyears: in
Brazil, in 1986, for the first time a
poor, black woman reached Congress
and in Bolivia, in 1989. a "mujer de
polleras" (anative indian woman)

did soalso.

The highestlevel ofpatticipation is in
Venezuela, wtth 16,4%women
councilors,and the lowestlevel is
found inColombia and El Salvador,
with 5.2%.

Thesize of the Councils varíes from
ene countrytoanother, notalways in
proportíon lothe size of the

population.Cuba is unusual in that
1,809 outof10,874 positionsare
occupied by women.Their authority
also differs, which ismanifested in
the impactof their acrion on the

cornmunity.

PARLlAHENTARY COMMITTEES TO ADDRESS WOMEN'S ISSUES
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WOMEN IN MUNICIPAL COUNCILS, AROUND 1991

Theestablishment ofthese
committees is crucialsince it has
allowed direct communication among
organized womenand their
institutions and parliamentartans.
both men and women.

Gradually. parliaments have created
work comnuttees that spedfically
address subjects related lo women. ln
sorne cases they also deal with
scbects regarding the fa mily or
young people. tn1976, the Permanent
CcmmitteeforServke toYouth.
ChildrenandEqual Ríghts fo r
\\lomenwascreated in Cuba. ln 1g83.
theChamber oíDeputiesofBolivia
created the Commission en \\lomen.
its firsttaskwas lo diagnosethe
status ofwomenand wrñe various
bills. íncluding ene that approvíng
socialsecuri ty coverage fordomestic
workers.

It should be kepl in mindthat most
countnes in the region ha ve suffered
the suspensión ofcivil nghu by
miJitary orauthoritanan
governments, whichhas resu1ted in
theimpossibilityof eithermen or
womea being inParliament for
relatively long periods 01 time.

Locally female participation in
Municipal Counclls issomewhat
moreextensive. However, Hisunder
20%oftheseats inany ofthe
counlries for which information was
obtained (15).

,..



JUD ICIAL BRANCH

The fael thet women won therighl
lovote much later than menalso

had animpact on theír access lo the
JudicialBranch 01govemmenl, even
thoughwornenlawyers were already
graduating in the 19205. Por example,
in1927 lhe fi rst woman lawyer
graduated inGuatemala, butsbe
cou ld nol prectice unlil 1946, because
she lacked tbe righttovoleoIn Peru.
in 1951, when women did rct have
the right lo vote. the Supreme Courl
speciñcally vetoed their entry inlo
theCourts as secretares orcourt
reporters. However, in Nicaragua
theywereeppointed judgesdespite
the fact that, legally, thcywere nol
cüizens. ln 1948, the first local judge
was appoinled in Malagalpa:

Catalina Rojas,and in 1949[oaquína
Vega, Presidentof the Feminine
Committee for the Women's Vote,
wasmadea judgein thecapitald ty.

The most surprisingexception was
Serafi na Dévalos. who wasappointed
lo the Hígh Courl of[ustice in
Paraguay in 1910, a distindion no

other woman has echeved since.

Around fhe 19405, women in lhe
reglenstarted loenter [he Judicial
Branchwilh significant differences in
the way judges wereappotnted. ln
sorne ccuntries Ihisisdone by the
Executíve Branch. inothers, by the
Senate and most recently in sorne
countries the openings are Iilled by
competitionbased onmerit.

10Latín América tbe deficiendesof
the system that separales thc
branchesofStatehas been fairly

generalized.The independence of
theJudicial Branch, essentialto the
efñcientapplication ofjustice, has
beendamaged many limesbyde
fadogovemmeats or by tbe
eppoíntrnent ofjudgesandcoutt
rninisters. Pa na má hasonly hadan
independent Judicial Branchslnce
1987 when the LegalCede was

enacted, and the judicial career was
onlyestablished in 1991 as was the
namingof judges based 00 meritoIn
Pa raguay, lheJudicial Branch
reponed lo the Executive Bra nch,
whichappointed its members until
rhe constitution of1992 wasenacted,
alterStroessner wasoverthrown
Furthermore, the declareüon of
sta tes ofemergency, internal war,or
states ofsiege hasled lothe
instaliationofspecial military Courts
with thc suspensión ofguarantees
fordueprocess.Humanrlghts
viclations, veryextended insorne
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counuies inthe región even today,
revealthe weakness ofjudicial
systems incompansonto political
power.

Women'sparticipationinthe
[udicia ry has increased considerably
with time and thanks loeñective
democracy. However, inal1 countries.
women'spresence is c1earlystratified
and also segmented bysexo

TheJudiciary ismadeupofagencies
witha highly hierarchical structure.
varying fromone country loanother
in thecomplexity and number of
COUTts. Countries with a federal
system, for erample. have more
cOUTIsofappealand resoiu tion of
litigation.Other countrieshave
syslems that rangefromthe
neighborhood, local or municipal
domain, with magistrate'scourtsor
rnayonltíes. lothe Supreme Court.

The pattem ofwomen'spartidpation
is that the lower the hierarchy ofthe
cou rtthe hígher the number of
womenand vice versa . Inother
words, womenhave reached ¡he
Supreme Court in very few counlries,
particularly inCentra lAmerica:
Costa Rica, El Salvador,Guatemala,
Honduras, Nicaraguaand Panama.

México, Paraguay, Peruand
Venezuela,areother countdestha t
maybe added.

InMexico a womanwasappointed to
theSupremeCourt oílusticeforIhe
first time in 1961,and today thereare
5 women ministersoutof 26
positions.Venezuela has the highest
percentage in thereglen(26.7%) wilh
4women in15 positions.InCosta
Rica, ElSalvador, Panama andPeru
there are twowomenministers 01'1 the
Supreme COUT!.lnGuatemala,
Honduras and Nicaragua thereis
only01'11' . [1'1 the other8countries
-excluding Paraguay", no womanhas
ever been aSupreme Court Minister,

Larger nu mbers ofwomenare found
inCourtsofAppeals, mainly federal
or national.In Trial Courts this
increases evenmore, exceeding50%
in Uruguayand Venezuela. However,
it is at thoselevels where
segmentation by sexcccur, with a
higher presence ofwomen inminar
and familymatlersaOO men inlabor
and penal affairs.

Animportant percentageofJuslices
oflhePeaceare women.ln 1991 in
Lima, and in1990inUruguay t!ley
occupiedaooul80%ofthe posilions.

InNicaragua, asofthe 1980s
women's partidpation increased
when theSandinisla government
encouraged the training of"popular
judges": they rose from2women

dislricl judges in1979 10 24 in1991
and from 9 toSllocal judges (33.6%).

Sornecountries also haveStale
Altorney'sOffices. Hierarchical
stratiñcation ofwomen isalso seen
there. ln 1990, in Venezuela, an
Office for Women's Ríghts was
created in that State Auomey's
Office.

Cuba isanexception.[ustice takes
placethroughPopular Ccurts
elected bythe Assemblies ofPopular
Power at their respective levels.
Almoslall courtshave prolessional
judgesand layjudges
-nonprofessional- proposed to lhe
Assemblies byotherparticipatory
institutions (work, education, place
of residence).Theyall occupy theír
positions forSyears. Women's
presence inCuban courtsdiffer
slíghtly from thestructurein the rest
of the reglen, with 11 women (39.3%)
inthe PopularSupremeCourt in
1990. In199343.8%01lb.
professional judges and 60.4%of¡he
lay judges were women.

LATlN AMERICA: WOMEN IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE
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WOHEN ON NATIONAl BOARD5 OF 5ELECTED POLITlCAL
POLITICAL PARTlES

PARTIES. LAST AVAILA8LE YEAR
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hasbeenrecognized.More recently
inChile, parties receivedagreatdeal
ofsupporl from women in their effort

to survive. Despite Ihis, alter the
persecutionended. men have alweys
resumed leadership, ignoringthe
contnbution madeby women.

Purtherrrore, the presenCt' ofwomen
inleadership positionstends te be
greater innewparties orenes tha tare
beingrenewed .Whenparties are
beíng dissolvedor thereisenabsence
ofcommitment to the problema faced
bysociety and the Stete. rounnes tend
toprevail over ideology,competition
over mystique, bu reaucracynver
innovative sectors. This processcan
be observed inBrazil, Chile,
Colombia, Méxicoand Paraguay.

Atraditionofcreating women's
technicalbranches, secretartats or
ccmmittees has existed forscverel
years. whetherthe objectivc is merely
the politicaJeducationofmothers and
wives ofmale membersor spedfic
poJicies design lo improve women's
status, inmanycases thesearean
efficienl way to increase women's
presenceand their access lo higher
positions inlhehierarchy.

In recenl years,women's demands
have oo:ome a usual item included in
polilical pla tforms.Womenarethus
invited tosupport thecandidates.
Afler theelectionsareover, however,
women's demandsare usuaJly
forgotlen.

However,asignof progrcss is lhe
adoptionbyseveralpartiesof
regula tions lhat demanda minimum
quotaoí women inleadership
positions and on Iistsofcandidates
forpopularlyelected posilions. lhe
precedent wasset inlhe Feminine
PerortPartywhich " ,ured 33.3%
ofelectoral party positions lo women.

Undoubtedly at presentthe most
advanced case is Argen tina, whose
Quota Law -proposed by a woman
radicalscnetcr- forres parties lobave
30%ofwomenca ndida tesontheir

lis ts, inpiares that makethemreally
eligible. In Uruguaya bil1 has been
introduced lo Pa rliament whereby no
more than75%ofparhamentarians
shouldbeofthe samesex; it also
establishesquotasfor the lists of
candidates and leadership positions
inpolítica! partles.Sorneparties in
Chile, México, Nicaragua, Paraguay,
Uruguayand Venezuela have
incorporatedasimilar rute.
Frequently however, theseare not
met fu lly.

Other parties havoincluded the
improvementofwomen'sstatus in
their political prindples and
priorities.This is thecaseofthe Labor
Party, rr, in Brazil and the
Dcmocratic Revolutíon Partyin
Mex ico.

Very occasionallya woma nhas
become lhe presidenlofa party, bul
lhis tendslohappen morefrt'quently
insma l1 parlies or parties withHUle
polil ical relevance.ln importanl
parties, women presidenls have
usual1y been direct relativesofa
leader who has died or who caMol
pcrsonally exercise the leadership.
These cases indude the Brazilian
Labor Party, PTB, in1979, the
Alfarisla Radical Feont inEcuador
and the Eeuadorean Roldosista Party
in 1991. and IhePanamanian Party
(AmulfL~ta) in Panama,also in 1991,

The absenceofpartyrecords listing
members bysex or Ihedifficultyin
obtainingaceeS5 loexisting recoros
makes itharel lopresenl figures on
women's political affiliation. Data
was oolyavailable for a few
eountrics, and ildidnol cover all lhe
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parríes.The parties structures differ
considerably. therefore, the sizeof the
executive bodies also vary. Data
presentedon wcmen's participation,
corresponding lo na tional boards.

goes fromzero to33.3%(Liberal
Party ofColombia,1993).Onlyin Iew
parteswomenhoJd over 20%ofthe
posiüons.

The low numbersofwomen, both
among Ihe rankand fi le and in
leadership positions, inmostpolitical
parties is duerodifferent factors.
Women face maydifficulties,
indudingilliteracyand scant
education, theirreproductive roles
anddomestic responsíbilities, plus
lackof interest inpolines because of
the masculíncwayit isorganizcd. In
variouscountries the last few years
have bren character ized bya crisis
and lcssot prestige inpolitical
activity,Manywomen have
abandoned politics toconcé ntrate oo
socialmovemenls and organizations.

This reality hasseriousconscquences
for women'sacecss lo positions of
power insociety.Political parlies are
mediators oflhataccess: inEcuador
and Panama Iheyare theonlyOfiCS

tha!can present candidalcs for
elcctions. Moreover,cabinelsare
generally made up on the basisof
names providedbypoli tical particsin
power. leaving womenoutofthe
partieshas rcsultcd directly inIhe
prcsenceof few womeninlhe
differenlSla te branches.



SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS

Socia! organizauons arean
important tradition in the región,

especally the labor and unión
organizations created inthe late
Nineteenthcentury, inspired bythe
anarchosyndicalismbrought from
Europe.

Women's participation intheearly
labor movement inArgentina,
Bolivia,Chile,Colombia,Cuba,
Paraguay and Uruguayis well
known.The ñrst women's unions,
which carried out mobilizationsand
strikes. werecreated at that time.In
1881, the Feminine Secüon oithe
Montevideo Federation ofthe
lntemalionalAssodationoíWorkers
wascreated in Uruguay,and in 18S4
the newspaper "la Lucha Obrera"
dedica ted pnvileged sections te
women's issues. InChile, the
Association oíWomen Workers in
Mutual Aid and Savings Funds was

created in1887, and in1906 lhe
Dressrnakers Assodation ' Protection,
savingsand defense", the Weavers'
Cosmopoli tan Resistance Associalion
and tbeTrimmers' Resistance Unión
wereestablished.Tbe latter union
and the women workers ina shirt
factoryeach carried outstrikes in
1907. InColombia, in 1910 the firs t
labor unions were formed and years
later Maria Cano, anoutsta ndíng
union leader, wou ld make her mark.
In Paraguay the unionsofperfume
and wreath makers,cigar makers and
dressmakers and the Federetíon oí
MarketVendors werecreated . Elida
Ugarriza. presldent of theIeachers
Association of the Capital, was an
outsla nding leader there. In1920, the
Women WorkersUnion Ped eratíon
ard the women's FederalCouncil of
tbeWomenWorkers Federation of
Chile was formed .Women's uni ón
activityalso flou rished inArgentina,
withTomasaCupayuoloand
Gabrielle Lapierrede Coni figuring as
leaders. In Bolivia in the 1920s, the
women's Labor Federation was
creeted.and in Cuba women

participated with a merked class
orientation.

Women's ourstanding inilial
parlicipationchenged when the
organization became
institutlonalized andbíg unión
federations were created Hke the
General Confederation o(Labor,
CGT, inArgentina (1930), the
FederationofWorkers inColombia,
eTC 119351, 'he Federatícn of
workers inCuba, erc (1939) or the
LaborConfederation ofWorkersin
Bolivia,CSTB. Women left the
boards, a situation thal prevails to
this date lhroughoutalmost the
wbole region.

Thecoupsd'etat and the
lmplantatlon ofmilitary
dictatorships weakened union
structures.They played a role,
bowever, inthe significant
opposilionmovementsand in the
struggle fordemocracy (Argentina,
Bolivia, Chile, Colombia,
Guatemala).

WOMEN ON NATIONAL aoARDS OF LABOR UNION FEDERATIONS

I N SELECTED COUNTRIES. LAST AVAILABLE YEAR

Year B. SeUt Womtn

N" N" "

Orpniu tlon

"G!N11NA ",. H o COfU~ DirectJ'tO~ ~~delTn.~- ,
BOlMA ",. "

, """"""""....... •
BAAZIl " '''' " 1 E,«utioo Naclond ¿ ..>ni-LInIa ~!-~~~~ I

lE
I

CHIlE '''' " ¡ Di'ectiYI NWorW ,~_lJr,oQ f'Q de T~~-
C\JOA '''' 11 • S«~~ XV! Coriye$O Central de!~.~_~_ _--
DOMINICAN REP. " '''' " Cenci'all.lnlwii deT~dom JI~ICO '''' " ~ Cotiede<1Ci6n dt T~4e~ldc:o---

U
N1CAAAGUA'. '''' Il C~nNWo!W_de T.~

PARAGUAY" 1m 15 Cen_~_~b ~ Tn.~~tI
fU" • 1 198)----------.---41

ÚRUGUAfI' • .'. Centnl Gelen.l ele ~dcirtl. delM

'''' 11 -1'\e<I~ IrKffWld;- d; T~
ColIYenciOn NaÓllflll deT~dorei (PIT..cN1) •

~- - - - - -.(" - - --- ::1'; -- jConf:!de"_d6n de T~ deVWQj8a

_ tIITho<__--. mn..........__ Ill'-_m.""",,",_al_.t~,s.-.l ...........---.. mn..__...._......,_.--

111



Quanlilalive iofo rmaton abcut
syndicalization and women's
partkipation in laborunions isve!)'
hard togel: inmanycountries and
nonexistent in othcrs.The available

data reveals widevarianons.CUM
records the highest percenregeoí
women's syrdicahzation, Le.98.7~

oíwomen workers ( 990).

The nationalboards ofunion
federations regiSlerextreme
sttuarions like the complete abserce
ofworren in the CGT inArgentIna.
InNicaragua and Cuba,onthecther
hand, women held over23'4ofthe
positions in1993 and 1990,
respectively, although inmosl
counrr ies worrenheld less t han ~ ,

Women havedevelcped sorne
strategies toimprove theirpresenct'
and impact on theunion movement.
Thcyindudc the creanon oiWomen's
Departments or Sccretariats, links
bctweenunions, and meetings or

congrt'Sscs oíunionwomenIn
Venezuela inthe 1960s these depart
ments werecreated inunionsand
federations and inthe Unified Conle
derationofworkersof Venezuela,

curvoThe laner hasorganized many
Meetings 01 Women wcrkers. and
strce1986 it has brenanindependent
departmentgeared tooffighting for
equal rights for women.

InEcuador the first women's
secretariats werecstablished in the
1970s,and they bccame important in
'hesecood hall 01 the 1980s. Iodaj;
themain federations and
confederations have aspecialized
orgaoízatíon loeducateand rrain
women leadersand carry out
acnvities for working women.

InBrazil theCommitteeonWomen's
Status was created in the
ConfederationofNational labor
Unicns,CN5, and the National
Commissionon Working Womenin

theSingle Federation 01 workers.
CUT. In1991lh. CNShad 22
women's status committecs inits
central councils and 317 inefñliated
local unions.ThcCUT IVNational
Coogress (19911 approved various
resolutions concermng working
womet suchasequal pay, therighl
toownrural land, the end of
mandatorypregnaney testsin order
rogt't ajob,childcare ceses in the
workplece. thereportingoísexual
víolence,and thefightagainst it in
lhe wcrkpiece.

InPeu, Meeting> ofWorking
womenhave becnheld since 198i
Thesame Meetings have beenheld
in Uruguay sínce 1986,

Bolivia and Peru have aspedal
history, withthe crear ion of
Committees oíHousewíves together
with miningunions.l nBolivia the
combativencss of the women onthe
HOU5('wive5 CommitteeofCasa

WOHEN ON NATIONALBOAROS ANO WOHEN HEHBERS OF URBAN LABOR UNJON

FEDERATlONS IN SElECTEO COUNTRIES, LAST AVAILABLf YEAR
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Siglo XX(1961) is well-known.espe
cially thrcugb Domitila Barrios Irom
Chungará, who hasgiven testimony
of this struggle lo the world.

Women's partieipalion inunion
organizations. bothrankand fi le and
federations. ischaractenzed by
stratiñcaücn. Whileparticipationis
significantal the levelofthe rankand
file, it startsto disappear onthe
boards, especially insecondary level
crga r uzations or higher upthe
hierarchy Fcr example. in tbe Union
ofArgentineanTeachers. wilha
female membership oí61.5%in 1990,
only23.1%ofwomen were in
leadership positions.

The highest percentages of female
participation on the boardsofurban
labor unions arefo und inCuba
(41.7% in 1990) whereas the Jowest
are found in Brezil 00.1 %in 1988).
Data on umon members shows that
thereare signi ficant percentagesof
womenin thepublic anó priva te

sectors in Colombia: Iemale members
in the privatesector amount to 34.2%
but this ratio ishigher in the public
sector (39.7%), asit isin other
countries. lnGuatemala, instead,only
12%oflabor unión members in 1990
were women.The la rgest women's
presence. in terms ofmembership
andleadership. is fou nd in tbe
service sector, followed by induslry
andagrieuJture.This mod el is
repeated throughout the región.

Women's integration inlo labor
unionactivity faces different
obstades, inaddition tostructural
íactors:double shifts. lackofsupport
services fo r household tasks and
childcare, the weakness ofwomen's
ídenntyasworkersand the priority
giventothe role ofhousewífe and
mother, the discourseadvanced by
unions, the timetables . tbe prioritics
granted todemands that íail te
indude the needs ofwomen workers,
as well as ideological factorstha!,
favoringc1ass unity,obslruetor

negaJe thespecific eharaeter 01 the
problerns ofwomen workers.

In ruralareas, women's pertcipation
in organizationsand labor unions is
even moredifficult. In fact, women's
presence on labor unión boardsis
clearlylower thanin urban labor
unions and,except for Colombia, in
unions ofthe egricultureand
livestocksector ofSantafé deBogotá
(57%),women's membershi p tends
lo be lower.Theirparticipation is
particularlylowon the boa rds of
rural unions in Brazil, where theyare
only5.7%ofthe leaders.

InPa raguay theStroessner
dictatorship destroyed peasant
organizations, Hke theChristian
Agrarian Leagues.The Paraguayan
PeasantMoverrent, MCP, has
lncluded the CoordinatlonofWomen
Peasants since1985asan ínternal
crganization that c1aims, alongwith
the whole movemenl, land and
lreedomoIorganiza non.

WOHEN ON NATIONAL BOAROS ANO WOHEN HEH8ER5 Of RURAL LABOR

UNION FEDERATIONs IN sELECTEO COUNTRIEs. LAsT AVAILABLE YEAR
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In Brazil, rural workersa!ways
partkipated inpeasant sruggles, but
asof the 1980s toey started lofo rro a
specfíc sector within the unión
movemenl knownas "Los SinTierra"

ITheLmdlessl.In1990, Ihe Nalional
DepartmentofRuralWorkers ofthe
CUT, established the Nationel
Ccmmíssionon the Issue ofRural
Working \Vomen toaralyze,discuss,
investigateand make proposals
regarding lo rural women workers.In
Chile, thecurrent president of the
Natlonal Peasant Commission.CNC,
15a worran.

In 1978,lhe CommilteeofPeasant
Unily,COC, wascreated in
Cuatemala toenrourageslmggleof
workers and peasants. Itbrought
together lSO,(XX) members, mestly
rative indians.and hadlogo
underground aftersorne were
assassinated; the committee
reappeared in1987. Rigoberta
Menchü,aQuichélndianand
Christiancatechist. theClIC leader
and winnerofIheNobel PeacePrize,
isa lme ex.a mple ofwomen who are
inlegraled ioloIheir people's
stnlggle.

Native indian organizations in
Colombiaand Ecuadoralso nave
women leaders. In Ecuador, Women's
Secretaria tswerecreated in1985and
1986 inthe ECUARRUNARI, the
Coniederation ofIndigenous
Nationalities intheEcuadorean
Amazon, CONFENIAE,and the
EcuadoreanNarional Indigenous
Confederation,CONAIE In 1986,
CONAIE held the First Congress of
Indigenous WomenaOO women
played anactive part in theuprising
of rative indians in1990, marking a
milestone in their organization
process.

Tbe ccoperative movement has had
important roots inthe region since
the 1930s andwomen'sparticipation
inccoperatives almostalways
exceeds their membershipand
preseoce onunion boards.Colombia
isanoutstandingexample, where
well-known women have supported
Ihis movement. Thedata obtained for
that country shows there are 42.1%
women members, although women
leadersconstilutea lowerpercenlage
(32%).Thus repeating Ihe patlernof
lessparticipation Ihe higher the

hierarchyInCosta Rica, Panamáand
Nicaragua, women's presence is also
high incooperetlves, which
constirutea significant social
rnovement.affiliated toACI, the
Intemational(rcperative Allia nce.

However, thehighesrdegreeof
worren's partkipation isseen in
reghborbcod, rommunity,.n<!
village organizations or in the
popularurban mcverrent, acccrdíng
lothe name these entíties are given
inesch rountry.

Countrieslike Chile,Colombia and
Venezuela havewell-establíshed
networks of neighborhocd and
rommunity orgaruzations, that were
promoted by Ihe gcvemments in the
1960s asinstrumentsfor community
development.They have always had
numerous wcmenparticipants and
leaders. Moreovfr, women heve
províded animportant basefor Iand
ukeovers, character isticin many
ritles in the reglenbecause ofthe
lack ofhousing for poor migrants, as
weU asacting as leaders insocial
mobilizations.

WOHEN ON ROARDS AND HEHRERS OF COOPERATIVES IN

SELECTED COUNTRIES
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Urbangrowth, economic crises and
the installa ticnofmilitary
dictatorships in the 1970sand 1980s
eggravated the already deteriorated
living conditions oflargesectors of
the population.Community
organízations and newgroups
organized losolee subsistence
problerns lavereplaced theState's
social action toa Iarge degree.
Through mobihzations and pressure
exerted on lhe authorities. theysolve
urgent problems and increase the
numbersofactive ritizens. Women
have exercised indisputable
leadership in these organizations and
continuélodoso, even though they
donotoocupy leadership posítíons in
equal proportion. lmportant
examples oftheseorganizations and
movements tbat fight for better living
conditions are seen in Chile,Colom
bia, Guatemala. México. Paraguay,
Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela .

Protessionalasscciations have played
animportant role in the regi ón in
developtng theprotessions.
channeling speoñc demardsand
keepmgan eye onethics in the
exerciseoflhe prcfessicns. Theyhave
also played asignificant role inthe
democratization processes ofsorne
countries like Brazil and Chile.

The presence ofwomen in those
groups isdirectly related to
professional segmentatioruit ishigh
in typically "ferninine" professions,
and low inthe typically mascutine
ores ar those with more social
prestíge.There are also assodations
with a bala nced romposition. I he
increaseofwomen inhigher
educationand in the labor market has
enhanced participation intrade
organizations. Althoughdifferent
countries in the región showsorne
general trends, thercare also

peculanties regarding women's
entryinto professions tradilionally
considered as typically masculine.

However, modé rate orconsiderable
participation atthegrassroots level
always decreases on the boards, even
inassociations witha majority of
women rnembers, likc teachersor

psychologlsrs.

Cases like Paraguay and the
Domlnican Republic are exceptional,
because thereare importanl
percentages ofwornenonthe boards
oí professionalassociations
considered masculine,such as
lawyers, economists and architects.

Brazilisal theoppositeextreme,
wlthalmos! nowomenataJl in the
leadership of traditionalnational
organizations.

WOHEN ON BOARDS Of SElECTED PROFESSIONAl ASSOCIATIONS

LAST AVAILABlE YEAR
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Business associations concéntrate
vast amountsofpower, espedally
because marketecoromíes assigna
major role lo the privare sector.
Women's presence in tbose
organízaticns ismodest. and
ronexistent at thehigbestlevelsof
leadership inmanycases.The dala
obtaired forsorne of(he ccuntries
bears thisout,despite (hediffirulties
involved inobtaining Ihistype of
information.

OnJyNicaragua has women on the
boardsofthiskind oforganizaticnat
present. In Peru, in1983,women
wereonly ontheboard oí the
AssodationoíExporters (S.9%).In
BoI,,;a,Brazil,andChilethere were
nowomenamongtheleadersoí
business organizationsintheyears
indudedonmechart.

In El Salvador, informaticn was
obtainedaboutassodation
representatives te the National
AssocialionofPrívate Enterprlse.
Th(>T(' tbe percentageofwomenís

hlgher. ln1991, inVenezuela, 14o/
the JOI Chambers tbat bffimg 'o
FEDECAMARAS, theleading
organizationofbusinessmeninthe
country, were presided over by
women (4.6%1.

WOHEH OH BOARDS OF SELECTED

ASSOCIATIONS OF ENTREPRENEURS

w_ 91T,

BOl1M "" ~ ele~ fI'rNaclos dello:lt.-(buIineu1 " o "BAAZll '990 ~ l'QciorqI cIe b~ lC-NJ) flldul.tryj IS o "Comdención NIdcNlde Comercio (lnfMj II o 00

~ioIlde h h ufiu deRio de .Imeiro (irlduluy) " o 0.0 ••
!~de)ld~~ cIel &wIode»OPauIo lmuJtryl " o DA fCH'U ".. SotitdId NlOOrW deAtritultvn(~urel • o 0.0

Al« iaci6n de 1lanc0l0 (bankinc) •• o o. •
~ • Fomento FabnI - {pnv;Jte indunry dt'vdopmerc) " o 0.0 A'.
Qmir1 ChW!nI de 11 CoostrucOOn (COllStruttion) 11 o o. 5
Sootdad NxlonII. MooltliI (1I'On¡) IS O o. •

B.WV.t.DOR '''' AJooIOón NiocwuI de 11~PrIOI<bf2) (lMroeu) lSS " s., INIC.WGUA ,ft, Consejo~ ele"~ PrMd;a~ "
, s.o

;. amar. de~~NiarJp (Inde) II 1 'i]
,

....u "" SootdH NuiortIIde Induwiu rrodusuyl 11 o 00 t
E

~ NKJOI'Ial de: Cornercia"m (nde) Il O 00

IMoc.iao6n de [xporudora (txportJ) J< l <9

Ollll de I¡ Bina 1 Comeroo~_1rId lnde) Il O DA- ,ft, FEOECAMARAS llI ~~dTrMIt~l ~, " ' } •
j- lIle-. 12I a., .<AI'_ 1J)e-. _

ll6



Beyond the immense disparate and
múltiple experiences thatcharacterize
theactivityofwomen'sgroups and
organizations, certainhistorica l trends
can be identified and these are
repeeted inmanycountr ies al
djfferenlstagesoídevelopment.On
theene hand, thereare the feminíst
rools, thestruggleagainst the high
cost ofliving andfor subsistence: on
the other ha nd. social aid with varied
ideologtcal orientation, and the
volunteer movement.There arealso
progressivepoJiticalcurrentsand
Iheirexpression inthelabor world;
and finally, the strugglefo r human
rightsandequal aCCt'SS lo power.
These lendendes, which alcertain
timescame together inpursu itof
commonobjedives, havecrealed a
richorganiLllional fabrico

"FeminismH
, whichsoughl lo

improve women's position insociety,
wassilenced asa specific movement
Olll'l' \\'Offit.'Jl got Ihe vote, andonly
reappeared in Ihe 1970s. Believing
lhatoblainingcivil rights alone
would lead, by itself, toaneguaJ
prescnce inall areas ofsociely, those
womensoughl polilicalaction frOm
withinlhepolrtiesan sacrifictod I:hftr
()WnindcpenJ ce.

repressivegovemments. and as an
encouragement in limes of
democracy, as well as in times of
crisis, authoritarianismand violatlon
ofhuman rights.The dass-or ented,
polarized natu reof latin American
socteties relegaresarnple sectorsro
poverty, marginahty and exdusion,
whichcrearestheappropriate
conditlons for the emergence 01
groupssnd mcvements lodefend

women's grievances and also
altemetive ways ofsatisfying their
most urgenl needs.

Simultaneouslywomen called
importan! internationa l meetings that
garnered mutualsupporl for thís
enormous task. In 1910, the First
International Peminist Congress of the
Argentinean RepubJic washeld, with
the participation ofdelegares from
manycountries. ln 1923 and 1924,
Pan-American Congresses ofWomen
wereheld inChile endPeru and in
1930 the lnter-ArnerícanCommission
01 Women, CJ~t, was esteblished,
holdingits fi rstmeeting in Havana.
The commission monitors women's
progressup tothe presentdayinthe
OrganizaronofAmericanStales,
GAS.

education. for labor reforms,and for
equalityofcivil and political rights
withmenoWilhslightdifferences in
eachcountry, women hed toorganize
througaoutalmost theentire región
SO that the equality acknowledged in
theory bydemocracy :vou1d be
recognized in fact.

After Iheywon the rightto vale,
women's movemenls, whlch had
been ablelobringhighJydiffering
socialseclors logether in Ihis unifying
cause, broke up,and manyofIheir
membersjoined political parties
which wereeagerlylookíng for new
membersand a work force Iha! had
provento be efficient.

These processes cannol possiblybe
reflecled here,bul it isappropriate to
say that theexperienceofthose
women relT1dined in Ihe colleclive
memory ofLJlin American women,
readytoberebom in nlM
generations.

I n

.{'tic' ,boIhasa I
don!.!;. :tif

WOMEN 'S

ORGANIZATIONS AND

MOVEMENTS

A customary instrument fo r their
action were women'smagazinesand
newspa pers. "OSexo Ferninino",
Brazil, 1885; "El Rocío", Bogotá , 1872;
"Femeninas", Anlioquia, 191 6;and
"Fémi na",SantoDomingo,1922are
sorneofthe ti lles.Another tooJ was
meetings like the feminist congresses
held in Yucatá n, Mexico in 1919and
1922 and lhe women'scongressesin
Cuba 11923 ,nd 1925/.5<hoolslo,
womenwere alsocreated, like lhe
Gimnasio Paraguayo <Paraguayan

Gyrnnasiurn) (1 920) and the Escuela
deCultura Femenina lSchoolof
FeminineCulture)(Panama, 1924).

The beginnings ofwcmen's
ccllective acticnof women -stítl

very poorly documented-goes back
to the nineteenthcenturyinsorne
countrles in the región. There were
cherüy groups (Argentina, 1823),
groupstodelend siaves (Srazil 1870),
women workers groups (Uruguay,
1881; Chile, 18871, todemandthe
rights toeducationand suffrage for
women(México. 1870; Peru, 1870;
Colombia, 1872; Brazil, 1985) and
Ca tholic action groupsKhile, 1890).
'Mth thearrival of the present
century, rewgroupsand libertaran
generations develcped.

Ina mntinent \\itha m,ljorilyof ru ral
populalionand substanti.lJnalive
Indiangroups, a uniqueeYent
occurred inColombia. In 1927aboul
14 thousand indigenous women
endorsrothe manifesto "The Rights
ofNativeIndian womcf

n
The frrsl h.1Jf f lis centurywa~

markL'd by Ihe women's groups Jn

iOOwments t atfoughl fo dC«'SS to
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The rea ppearance offeminismís
Iinked to itsdevelopment in the
northem hemisphere. Consclousness
raismg groups and studygroups on
worren's status gave birth to anidea

and aform of uking action that
caused a majar ímpact in the reglen.

Also, the pohücaitread associated
with socalisrn,anarchism and
liberalism was subrnerged inthe
parties once suffragewas obtained . In
Iact,al! politica lcurrents have
women's contingentstoday lhat in
certain circumstances have acted with
sorne independenceand great
visibilityon the publicscene.

Women's labor unionism al the
beginning of tbe centurywas
absorbed by the single unions of
workers and employees, after their
struggte had been instirufionalized in
manycountries.Women's specific
actionsreappeared onlyinthe1970s
and 1980s, expressed through their
own organizations, in rneetings and
congresses of womenworkers,and in
lhe fo rmulation of demands which
weresometimesineluded inIhe
programsand resolu tionsof lhe
union movement.

Charityand aid organizations, from
which many groups ofwomen
volunteers emerged, remainactive
today inmostcountries. Withoul
questioning Ihe trad iliona l roleslo
which womenareconfi ne<!, theiraim
is to e<!ucate themtoperforrn Ihose
roles more efficienl1y and tosatisfy
the needs ofthe poorer or nl'l'dier
sectors. ~lany ofIhese efforts were
and continue tobe gt'nerated bythe
Calholic Church.

Insornecases, thegovemrnents
themsel\'l's rourage<! wamen's
organizal1011s, bolhin theca~ of
women \'olunleers(Chile,Colombia,

México, VenelUela)and inthecaseof
grassrootsorganizations. With the
"wives" ofgovemmeotoffidals
playing active roles, women
voíunteers have assumed tasks of

sooalaidand also polibcal
indoctrlnatton.astheydid inChile
under thePinochetdic ta torshtp
11973-19891

c overnmems havealso tried lobring
the peor strata ofsooery sectors
susceptible of being politicaldientele
or ores thatsupported a speciflc
political project, intosocialprograms.

Actionoriented toward the poorest
sectors by organizing women was
started inChile inthe 19405; inPero
and Bolivia in the 1950s;andin
Venezuela, Colombiaand Ecuador in
the 19605.This actionhas continued
in thosecountries andexpandedlo
others.Clubs and mothers' centers,
housewives' associat ions, popular
women's groups are sorne of the rnost
freq uent nemes they aregiven.A
relationship is establlshedIhrough
pu blicaction lhal makes il possible to
discipline those sectorsand
reprod uce the roles-of molhel, wife
and housewife- Ihal are considered
appropriate for \Vomen. It .lIsom.lkes
il possible to reach target groupswith
prograrns and benefi tsofan
integrational natureandtoencourage
the development ofcommunityties
and progressat Ihe locallevel.Over
Ihe years Ihegroups have diversified
and on sorne occasions theyhave
speeial ized inspecific programs, sueh
asthesoup kilchens and"glassof
milk" committees in Pero,sorne
ndworks ofromrnunity health
groups indifferenl counlries, Ol

groupsofpeasants wilhdifferenl
names inChile dMexico.,

Groups.lnd a..<.SOCU1iofts ol
professionalwomen .1150 Mvea

'"

tradition on thecontirent that goes
back lo the first women university
graduates (Argentina,Chile,Central
Arrencal.

The economic crisisof the19805
caused international organizations to
refer lo those yearsas the "lost
decade", because ofzerogrowthin
the economies in the region; however,
fromthe perspective ofwomen's
organizationsand movements, it was
the decadeofthegreatesl
developmentand vísibiliry

A women's movement emergedat
lhat time which mcbdized, on
differentmassactionlevels, to
improvewomen'sstatus and living
conditíons, and toachieve legal
reforms and the retumofdemocracy,
helped by United Nations
organizationsfrom Ihe timeoíthe
IntemalionalYearofWomen (Mcxico,
1975), the adoption oftheConvention
onthe EliminationofAHForms of
Discriminationagaínst Women
( 979),and subsequent Conferences
held for evalualionpurposcs.

Thecombinationof Ihese processes
has resul ted inanextensive network
ofwomen'sgroups,whose rnulliple
ob~'Ctives make il hard to providea
valid c1assification forallrountries.
At the same time, thedata availableis
deficient.Many of these
organizationsand groupsare short
live<!, whieh does not mean theydo
not haveanimpact onspecificevenlS.
The initiativesarise in Ihousandso{
places,and il is impossible totrace
themand knowabout all ofthem.On
theother hand, wornt'n themselves
donol record their actionsand there
has notbecn, exceptocrasionaUy,an
offidaJ or non-govf'llrnental entity
inteii.'Sted in investigating.,
quantitying an~ analyzing the
diversewomen's~.



-
WOHEN'S SOCiAL ORGANIZATIONS IN

SELECTEO COUNTR1ES
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In. Brazil, in the early 19605, the
Calholie Churrhencouragedthe

establishmentof Mothers' Clubsin
neighborhoodsand sha nty-towns. Jn
(he 1970s, theclubs adopted a more
politkal attitudeand created the
movement agaínst the RisingCostni
Living(MeV)which ecquired
nat ioraldimensionsin 1972.
collecting thoosandsofsignaru res
for its "Letter from Motherson
the Outskirts".

íts eader, M. Elena Moyano. became
Lieutenant MayorofVilla ElSalvador.
Sbe.....asassassinated in1992 wben
Shining Path entered the popular
neigbborhoodsof Lima and attacked
women'sorganizations.
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WOHEN'S GAASSROOTS OAGANIZATIONS

IN BOLIVIA, CHILE ANO PERU

The existenceofthese groupshasa
strong impacr0 0 wornen's livesand
gíves legitimaey loa sodabihty thal
changeswomen's experience. In sorne
cases, partícipationin the
organizationgradually provides
women with acapadty for leadership
thatleadstogrowing independence
vis-á-vis theagencies lhat creared

rhem aOO enhances their negotiating
capacítywith theauthorities,
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This ístbecase ofthe ClassofMilk
MunicipalProgram, whichbecame a
law with state finandng thanks to
mobílizationby women.The caseof
the Popular Federatíonoí \\(unen of
Villa El Salvador, FEPO~'l UVF5, in

Lima was similar. By 1983 there .....ere
10,()))women inthisfederatíon, and

Popular Women's Org¡nizations

Theworkingdass women's
movement in P('TU started with the
mother'sclubsof tbe 19505,
encouraged by theaid policy applied
bygovemments. Italso grt'wout of
union pract ices in timesofstrike
-soupkitchensorgeruzedby the
workers' wíves- and in themigrants'
takeoversof land and their
mobilizations demandingservices
and intrastructure. In the 1960s,
Comrnitteesof Miners Wivt'S
appeared,and at theend of the 1970s,
with theeconomíc crisis, freemeal
progr,lms, and later the "Glassof
Milk" commiltm (1984), produetion
workshopsaod heallhcommittm ,
amongotht'rs, beganloemerge. At
fi rst, therewere ooly 220 popular free
m(>al programs in Lima but in 19lXl,
asa resull oí theadjushnent measures
implt'mentedby !he Fujimori
administration, lhey reached 7,030. lo
1984, the)' held the First Ml't'tingof
Free ~1ea l PrograrnsofLima and
Callao, initiatinga process of
ina easingcoordinationamong the
organizations Ihroughfederations
andJaler in Ihe NationalCommission
ofFr('(' Meal Programs.

1: isparticularly difñcult tc provide
anaccount ofgrassroots women's
organizationsinworkingcass

sectors. their exísterce is rela ted lo
survival, community life, and the
workingd asswcman's ""ayofre ngo
Itwasonly possíbje lo índudedata

-írcomplete- for Bolivia.Chile and
Peru. rountries thatareknown for
their tradinon ofgnssroots
organizations. Tbe figures presented.
however, make it possible 10 visaalize
the sízes oftbe nerworks compared
withother women's sectors.
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In Bolivia, theNalional
Contederadon ofMothers' Clubs was
established in 1980 to improve the
living conditions ofworking class
families.

InColombia 57,000 commumty
mothers created the Associa tionof
Comrrumity Morhers for a Better
Colombia IAMCOLOMBIAIin 1991.

Womenarethemostactivemembers
oftheurban workíngdass movement
in Mexico. In 1983, they held the Hrst
NationalMeetingof Women ofthe
Urba nWorkingClass Movement and
created theWomen's Regional
Orga nizatíon ofthe Valley ofMéxico.
Since then. they have participated
bot hinitsactivities ar grassrootslevel
and in the broader women's
movement.

InArgentina,asof 1983, housewives
unionsstarted toaprea r indifferent
provinces, demanding salariesand
retirement benefits for housewives. In
1984 they heldtheír FírstNauonal
Met>lingandslarled a campaignfor
theirdemands,addinglhe righls of
common-lawwives and protection
for violence against women.

For this working c1ass world, lhe
Iimited records thatareavailable,aH
incompleteand insufficient, make íl
possibleloconslructan image of
olher womi'n'sorganizalions (nol
grassrootsl.Thi' groups induded are
theones thal nave endured oVt'rtime,
wilha history ofwomen'sactíon,
although lheir purposes, sizes and
degrees ofden'lopmentarediiferenl.

Labor Unions

Inthe early 1980s in several counlries
therealreadywere women's
commissionsand secrelaríats in
unions, federations and

coniederations, which noware
makingprogress in coordination.This
isthe case inArgentina, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia and Uruguay, where
womenworkers have held several

Meetings. ln Argentina, two ínter
unionwomen's groups were
established inlate 1984, theGeneral
Committee ofUniónWomen and the
Nationa lMovementofUnión
Women.

Specialmentionshould be made of
household workers,a sector thatis
particularly unprotected and
overexploited. In Ch ile. Colombiaand
Venezuela they ha ve a long tradition
oforganiza tion: in the Dominican
Republic they held a National
Meeting ofDcmestic Workersin1984;
in Bolivia departmental federations
have rnultiplied and they províde
lraining and sportsactivities for their
rnembers, who are mostly migrants
Iromthecountry.

PeasantWomen's Organizations

In ruralal1'aswomen have had to
overcome manydisadvanlages
compared wilhurbanorganiza tions.
However, therearecountries wilh
importanltradilions. lnothers, thi'
Sta le has played aninilial role, with
¡he groups acquiringincreasing
independencebased onpraclice.This
islhe case in Colombia wilhlhe
Naliona lAssociationofPeasanl and
lndigenous Women(ANMUClO and
Hond uras wilh theNalional
Associalion 01Pedsant Women
IANAMUCJ.

Fromthe lale1970sonwards, rural
women workers appear as specific
social actorsin BraziJ. ln1982, the
WomenWorkersMovementjoined
country women fromParaíba,and in
1984 lhe Movements and
Organizalions ofWorkingClass

oo.

WomenofParan áwerebrought
together, consolidaling a rural-urban
connection that was crucial tothebig
demonstrations foragranan retorm.
The Movernen tofAgricultural
Womengaíhered i,lm women in
1985 in Chapec óelone.

In Bolivia, the National Federationof
Peasant Women "BartolinaSisa" was
estabbshed in 1980 loorganizeand
orient peasant women toward active
partldpar ion insocial,economícand
politícal daims, making them
independent fromthe positionsofthe
men'slabor unions. 11 has held
variousrongresses strengthening üs
independence and genderidentity,

Honduras has many organizations of
peasantwomen, indudingANAM UC
(974), theHonduran Federat ionof
Peasant Women (978), theCommi·
ttee for the Integral Developmentof
Peasant Women(CODIMCA, 1985)
and the Catholíc GroupofPeasant
Women. ln the Dominican Republic,
theNational ConfederarionofPeasanl
Women, CONAMUCA, wascrealed
in 1983. InParaguay, lhere \Vere 80
groupsofwomen peasantsandsmalJ
farmers in1982.

Indigenolls Organizations

InBolivia, Aymara women and those
who belong toelhnic groups from the
easlem partof the country have
formed their ownorganizationslo
defendtheirculture, land and tecri·
lories. lndigenouswomen in Ecua
dorhave held5eVerJINational Mee-
tings. In El Salvadorthey orgdnized
the AssocialionofIndigi'nousWomen
(AMISl. In Colombia they have
foughl lo protect their landbyhol
ding forums and communitymeet·
ings. lndigenous women in Mexico
areactivelyinvolvedinChiapas in
hopes ofreceiving fairtrealment.



Women fromdffferentethnic groups
attended. wilh theirtesti monies and
demands, the RegionalForumof
Latín Americe and the Caribbean.
held in preparation for the IVWarld
Conferenre ofWomen in Mardel
Plata (1 994).

81ackWomen

Black wonwn havegradually
organízed insorne countnes in the
región iike Braziland Uruguay. In the
latter, the First National Meetingof
BlackWomen tookplace in1988.

In1992, the First MeetingofBlack
Women ofLa tin Am érica and the
Caribbean was held inSanto
Domingo,spcnsored by the
Movementfor BlackWomen's
ldentityofthe Dominican Republic.
Participanteincluded 300 wcmen
from 20 countries, anda networkof

Afro-La tín American black women
was established. In1994, the First
Latín AmericanSeminar "Black
Women and Human Rights in Afro
AmericanCommu nities" was held in
Lima, with the parücípstíon o/many
rountries, Like native indian wcmen,
theywere preseot at the Regional
Forumheld inMardel Plata,

Human Rights Organizations

The traumatic pclitica l situafion
experienced by manyof the region's
peoples has given rise te ene ofthe
mosl signiñcant trends inwomen's
organization and leadership in the
past decades. Undoubted ly, the
ParaguayanCommission for the
Defense ofHuman Ríghts, headedby
Carmen Lara. was the organization
that started this tradition in 1%7,
during the Stroessnerdictatorship. In
fact, in the 19705 the enhanced

activismof Pa raguaya nwomen was
linked lo(he defense and
advancementofhuman r ights.In
1972, Brazilian women continued
with the Women's Movement for
Arnnesty, Iormed todenounre
human rights violations by the
mililarydirtatorship, and in 1973,
Chilean womenalso became
involved withthe Association of
DemocratirWomenand in 1975
through theAssociationofRela tives
ofMsslng Detainees, while under
the Pinocbetdktatorship. Mililary
brutelity inArgentina led hu ndreds
ofwomenlo join theMothers
Movement ofthe PlazadeMayo
(977), which became asymbolof
opposition lo the dictatorship.They
were soonjoinedby the
Crandmothers of the Plaza deMayo.
This pirtureofhuman ríghts
organizations in the SouthernCone
wascompleted in 1982, when the

WOMEN'S HUMAN RIGHTS A SSOCIATIONS

OR THOSE INVOLVING MAJOR FEMALE PA RT ICI PA T IO N , BY YEAR OF ESTABLISHMENT
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GroupofMothersand Relatives of
Individuals Processed byMilitary
Justkewasestablshed inUruguay.

InColombia. Peru, and Venezuela,

the milit."y , 00 the poli" have been
responsible for arbirrary acts rornmi·
ued underdemocratic govemments.
Thus, the ActiveMoumingCommí
tteelo fightforjustke (1981), IhE'
AssocíationofRelativesofMissing
Detainees, and the National Coordi
natingCommittee ofHuman Rights
(1985) were created inthose
countries, respecüveiy

Central Americancountries have
exper ienced a dramaticsituation
during their longyearsoícivil war. El
Salvadorhas many organizanons of
mcthersof the victims ofrepression,
espedally theCO\ IADRES. the
·~fonseño r Osear Amulfo Romero"
Cornmit teeof~fothers and Relatives
ofPolitical Pnsoners. Disappeared
and Mcrdered Persons ofEl Salvador,
crealt'd in1980. In Guatemala. this
slruggle issymbolizedby theMutual
Aid Group( 984) and the National
Coordinatíng Cornmittee ofWidows
ufGual,mala,CONAVIGUA(1988).
and in Honduras byIheCommith."t'
of Relatives ofDísappeared Persons.

InPanama, the last Unilt'd States
invasion(l:>ec?mbrr. I989)gave rist'
lolhe Conunítlee ofRr1alivt'S of
Victims ofIhe InvasionofPanama .

Hastof thest' orga niLUionsha\"{'
bt>t>n coordinatt'd through thelalin
AmericanFederationofRelativesof
~SdppearOO P,,,,,n,. FEDEFAM.
wilha felTlil le lE'adershipwhoapPfals
toregional and inlt'l"na tional
conSt.·ienceforrespect forhuman
dignilyand justice.

The Feminist Movement

Femmist revivals occurred insorne
countries earlier thanothers.
influenced bythedictatorships and
mili ~ry conllicts L' the region,
Argenlind. Brazil, Cclcmba.the
Dominican Republic, México and
Venezuela sawthefirst groups early
in the 1970>. followed by Chile,Cesta
Rica. Ecuadorand Peru inthe late
1970s,and lastlyby Bolivia, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras,
Nica ragua, Pana na and Paraguay.
from the 1980s onwards.

InMeneo.against the backdrop ofthe
eventsof1968. wh ichculminated
tragícallywith lhe murder of
hundreds ofyoungpeople in
Ilatelolcc squal'i'. a new feminism
arose, which united middledass
women wbc sympathized wíth tbe
left.The FlTSt United Nations World
Ccnterence onWomen, held in
México, strengthenedthebudding
movemenl.ln 1976.l hE' Coalilionof
Feminisl Women wascreatt'd. 11
demanded voluntary malernity,
foughtagainsl sexual violenceand
favored free sexualchoice.

Agreat numberoffeminislgroups
developed inColombia inIhe 19705.
They broughllopublic allE'ntion IhE'
i.~ul:'S ofsexuality. abortion and the
freedom lodecide about ont" s body.
In1978 lheyheld a national meeting
andin1981thE'f organized the First
Ferninist Met>lingof latin America
and Ihe Caribbean. attended by
feminists fromtheenlile region.

InArgentina.consdousness-raising
groups and centersfor feminist
studll:'S wl:'re cl'i'atedin the 1970s.ln
Ihe lale1970s inPero,groups ofleíl·
wingwomenslarted todenounce Ihe
existence ofasex-gender systemlhal
enslavt'S \\'omen.They l'Slablisht'd

'"

imporlanlcenters like RoraIristánor
theManuela Ramos Movement.
Based on personal reflecticn and
critkal review.theydeveloped a
feminist politicalperspecüve.and in
1985 two01 their leaders paríidpated
inparlamentary electons.

ThE' IntemarionalYear ofworren
(975) ga\'(' ríse loconditíons in Brazíl
fordiscussionand organizationin a
situation where publicl iberties were
restricted. With the seminar "Ihe Role
and Behaviorof Women inBrazil" a
new stage began:groups multiplied.
rnagazines aOO newspapers were crea
loo and.in1979, 11.. Fu>lCongress uf
Paulisl lVomenwasheld, starting a
tradition tbere and incee tit ies,

InChile tbereviva] oífeminism
ecccrreí under themilitary dieta
toshípand itsslogan 'TIemocracy in
lilecountry and al horre"spread all
overlatín Americe,and al present
forros part of the tradition oflhe
women's mo\'{'ment worldwide.

The DominicanRepublichasitn
active feminisl mov('mE'nt,
encouragedbythe ResearchCenler
for Women's Adion,ClPAF. The
CoordinatingCommiltt't'ofFeminisl
Organizatiooswas creatt'd in1981 .

talinAmericanfeminismhas special
f('aluffS becau:ie, inmany countries. il
blends SE'osilivityaOO proilinity\\i th

popular ,ubsis"""groups and
human rights organizations. Feminisl
groups in Boü,ia. Btazil Chilt,
~faico and Pero make special efforts
toapproach \'<"OJkingdasswomen
andtoestablish fonosof
collaboralionwilh lhí'm.1tis
lherefol'i' a forrn offeminismIhal
CfOSSi'S differentsocialsectors, Iinking
them, transforming Ih('particular
vi('ws eachone has.The hisl(lry of
many wom('n leadeIS isanaCC(lunt of
lruspfOC't"SS.



WOMEN'S REGIONAL NETWORKS BY YEAR Of ESTABLISHMENT

WOHEN'S NETWORKS ANO COOROINATlNG COMMITTEES,

lAST AVAILABlE Y EA R

great visibilityand periodsof latency
It is a movernent where women of
differentclasses, ethnic groups, beliefs
and política!standpoints converge: it
is multi-class, multi-ethnic and
pluralisnc. Different tendencies
develop within the movement,
followi ng their own processes,
strategies and proposals.
Nevertheess, bondsofsolidatityare
fo rged and alliancesare built.
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conditions also beca me more visible
amonggroupsoí wcrkíng women

and those from poor urban sectors.

The women'ssocial movement
-understood asa plural,
heterogeneous and dyna mic collective
socialactor- is nota linear,
homogeneous,and unique process or
ene100 by asinglegroupor tendency:
it involves varied processesand
protagonisms. lthas moments of

Women's Movement

This feminist movement expanded
thecalendarofcoordinated actions
by meansof theDayofAction for
wcnen's Health (May28)end the
DayofNo More Violenceagainst
Women (November25).

Todaythis movement isembcded in
organizations,collectives, NGOs,
academic centers, wornen'scenters,
rnagazines, books. radio programs
and manyartis tic expressíons
throughoutthewhole reglen.

lmpacted by tbe poverly inthe
differentcountnes, the precarious
nature ofdemocracyenvircnmenta l

deteriorationand also by women's
persistent isolalion, the rnovernent
establishes dialogues and forms parl
ofpoliticalparties. while
contrfbuting,throughmany ofits
members, lodesigning publicpolkies
forwomen. lthad anoutstanding
presenceatthe World Summit onthe
Environment in Brazil (1 992), at the
World Conference onPopulation and
DevelopmentatCeíro ( 994) and al
the Summit onSocial Development in
Copenhagen(1 995).

As of the 19805, va riouswomen's
organizations started tocome
together indifferentcountries and
thís is how the "Movimiento Amplio
deMujeres," as it has beencalled in
México, was born. Despite individual
features.depending on political
contexts. theexpenence ofcountries
thathad military dictatorsbips slands
oul.Amidsl the authoritarianismthat
pervaded public life,
authoritarianismbecameevidentin
pnvate life.Awareness ofwomen's
subordinare status extended beyond
feminist ccllectivesthatwere already
ca rrying outconsciousness-raising
workshops. "Machismo"which
aggravalOO their poor living
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MEETING5 OF FEMINIST5 IN LATIN AMERICA ANO THE CARIBBEAN

Coordinatingcommineesand
networksoforganizationsand
groupsare a worksystemthst has
become customary in thewomen's
movement in the last fewyears. For
example, incountries where
dictatorships wereend ing, women's
political ccordinating committees
backedand participated in the
processes of transition lodemccracy
(e.g. Chile, Pa raguay, Uruguay). At
presentthereare territorialand
political networks,and sorne that
address spectñc issues. Their purpose
is toorganize women withspecífic
objecnves ínmind. Networks dealing
with healthand reproductive rights.

violence againstwornen, popular
education, etc, include
nongovemmentalorganizations
specialized ineachsubject and
women's orgamzaticns. Insorne
countries, networks existfor women's
pohtica laction (Panama,Paraguay,
VrugU'lY, Bolivia, Venezuela). Net
worksofwornen towncounselorsor
alderwomenhave recenlly been crea
too inParaguay and Bolivia. This
type ofconcerledorganizalions has
developed inalmostall countries in
the region, wilh Bolivia, BraziL
Mexico and Peruas outstanding
examplesbecauSl.' of Iheir numbers.

takenplace, with Ferniníst Meetings
and networksand their regular mee
lings being particu la rly outstanding.
Theones with the longest history are
theHealthNetworkof LatinAme

ricanandCaribbean Women, the~el·

workof Popula r Education among
Women, CEPEM,and the Latín Ame
ricanand Caribbea nNetworkagainst
Domesnc and Sexual Violence.

la bor unionsand groupsofdomestic
workersalsocreated the La tín
Americanand Caribbean
ConfederationofDorrestic Workers,
CONLACTRAHO, in1987.They are
dedicated to promoting the
organizationof this particularly
neglected sector of female wcrkers.

PeministMeetings heve greatly
stimulated the feminist movement
and the women's movement in the
región. From1981on,hundreds of
women have met todiscusscrucial
issues:double mili tancy -í.e. pclltical
and femini!>t-, thedassstruggle,
sexuality. aborlion,sexualchoice,
physical and menta l health, Ihe
problems ofolder women, popular
feminism,ele. Each meeting has

revealed the diverse expressions and
experiencesthatgive life to the
movement .

In 1993, as regional eventsdrew near

inprepararon for the IV World
Confere nce on Women, tobe held in
Beiiíng ( 995), womenin the
rnoveme agot togeuer loappoint a
coordinator for lhe Forum ofLatin
American NGOs.VirginiaVargas,
feminist leaderof the Rora Tristán
Cerner (Peru), together withthe sub
regionaland national coordinating
committees encouraged the broadest
deba te to influence the Regional
Action Program for Latin American
and CaribbeanWomen. I995-2000,
agreed upon by gcvemmentsat the
Regional Conference on the
lntegrationofWomen toEconomic
and Social Development inLatin
Am érica and the Caribbean, which
was held alMar del Plata in
September 1994.Theyreceived
sígnlñcarabacking from United
Nations organizations,Some women
in the movemen l formed part of
officialcounlrydelegations and were
able loact inconcertin supportof
pll'viously prepared proposals.

Cuba isa differenl situalion. The Fe
deration ofCubanWomen had 74,00]
deregalions in1992, made upof50 lo
lOO womeneach. Thisisa vasl net
workIhal has parlicipated actively in
nalional lasks Iike lileracy campaigns,
vaccinationsand inspections,a
situation thalcannol becompared to
Ihat in olhercountnes in the region.

The Regional Domain

Since the beginning 01this century
womenhavesoughlspacl.'S in which
lo exchangeinforma han and mil ke
intemationalconnections. ~leet ings ,

Conferences and Congresses have
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ACTION AIMED AT

WOMEN

Governmental Actlon

I he United !\ations lnternational
ConferenceonWomen, held in
México in 1975under the slogan
"Equality, Development and Peace".
marked a mílestone in govern ment
action to improve women'sstatus.
Alongwith a commitment loa Pla n
ofAction, in1979 thegovernments
approved the Conventionon the
EliminationofAIIForms of
Discrimination agaínst Women.

Allhoughsomecountries in the
regiónhad created govemment
agencies toaddress women's
problems befare1980, il was not until

the Convention tookeffec t,and its
reguationswhich provide for
establishi ng the"national rnachinery
for the adva ncementofwomen", that
governmentorganizations
specializingin this subject
prohferated.

In1994,almost311 countnesin the
región had sucha mecha nism in the
Executive Brench.Only Mexicoand
Colombia lackaspecial agency,
althoughthe Council Ior Social Policy
inColombiadrewupa policyof
participalion and equal ity for
women.The rank and institutiona!
posifion, political power, resources
and technica lauthority ofthe
correspondíng ageneyvaries in the
rernainingcountries.

Sorneorganizations wereestablished
asa resultofthe process initiated by

the United I\alions in1975, whereas
otbers denved fromthe socialaction
ofFi rs t Ladies -as the wivesof
Presidente are called- and sti!l others
arose in response lo the women's
rnovement.The [alter isthecasein
countries where dictatorships ended
with processes ofdemoctatic
re<overy inwhich women played a

significant role, thereby making
legitirna te their demand for an
tnstitutional place ingovemment,
Such ísthe case in Argentina, Brazil.
Chile,Paraguayand Uruguay.

The institutional rankof those
organizationsvaríes, and it affects
the influence theywield within the
government.Sorne have been
created by lawand othersby
presidential decree, and are therefore
endowed wlthdifferentdegrees of
polítiral and scdallegitimacy

GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS SPECIALlZING IN WOMEN , BY YEAR Of ESTABLISHMENT

( N A T IO N A l MACHINERY FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN)
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PROGRAHS FOR WOHEN IN HINISTRIES AND OTHER STATE

AGENCIES, LAST AVAILABLE YEAR
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reports totheUnited Nations
Committee í9r the Advancementof
Women, once the Convention on
discriminatlonagainst women has
been ratified.They alsc prepared
nalionalreportssubmitted lothe
RegionalConferenceon the
lntegrationofWomen lo theSocial
and Economic DevelopmentofLatín
America andthe Caribbean. in
preparation for the IVWorld
Conierence to be held inBeljng
(1 995).They partidpated actívely in
the discussioncí thePlanofAclíon.

All rountries in the region have
women'sprograms inother
govemmentsections.Most ofthem
have women's health programs,
generally as part oí the
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Thesenationalagencies are
responsible for submittingregular

Argentinaisexperiendng aspecal
sinationThe President created a
Cabinet ofWomen Presidential
Counselors toedvise him onsubjects
related to theadvancement oí
women. In Cuba,the Federationof
CubanWomen -anongovemmental
organization-serves asa national
mechanism. Infact, its President
participatesin the CounciloiState
and represents Cuba atinternational
organizationsand events for women.

intra-iamilyviolence. traini ngof
publicofficials, disseminationand
advisoryasslstanceon women's
ríghts. resea rch and documentation.

Insorne cases theirSecretaryor
Directorforms parloftheCabinet.
Attachment toore ministry or
another, and budget allocation
determine. toa largeextent, their

capaoty loproposeoc develop public
policies fo rwomen.

However,despite their precarious
roture, these national machinery
reveal thespace eamed bywomen
and constitutea polentialty usefu l
tool forimproving women's stalus.

Theirdifferentlegal and institutional
status reveals tbe instability oi these
national machinery and their
dependencyondrcumstances and
changes in the Execu tíve Branch. and
oneccnomksituations. If the
agencies report only tothe President
oí the Republic,and lack established
legal regulations. they aremore
vulnerable.Such was the case in
Colombia with the last change in
govemmenl.InBrazil and Argentina,
economlc crises directly affected the
reduction oíorganizalions thal were
estabhshed once tbe dictatorships
wereover.

Incountries where these agencies are
attached loa mlnistry,situations vary
consíden bly, Le. women's problems
areasscciated te other spheres: in
Uruguay toEducation andCulture,
inEcuadorloSocialWe1fare, in Peru
and Brazil tojustice. inChile lo
PlanningandCooperation, in
Panama and Guatemala to l abor.

Generallyspeaking. these agencies
are mainlydevoled towomen
orienledpolicy fo rmulation and lo
includinga genderapproach in
policiesdefined byolhergovernment
units. Manysuchagencieshave
performed importanl workin
bringingabout legislative changes.
Othershavehelped inthesphere oi
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Pan-Americanllea1th Organízatíon
program "women, Health and
Development".Often.Agriculture,
Education and Labor Ministries also
underta kespecific actions forsectors
ofwomen in ruraldevelopment,
technological trensfer, literacy, adult
educañonor skills developrrent.
Sorne countries have prograrns in the
Ministriesof[ustice. ForeignAffairs
or Interior.

üovemrrent action in fede ral
countnes also takesplace at the state
or provinda llevel.In Brazil. there
were eleven StateCcuncils or
SecretanatsofWomen's Rightsin
1991, ofwhich the one in Sao Paulo is
themosr important. The Coundls
created a National Forurn ofWomen
PresidenteofCouncils and
Secretaria tsthat has kept the work
that is beíng done for women hnked
nalionally regardless of the pohtical

and economic crises that have
affected tbe country. Argentina had
sixteen provincialorganizationsin
1994. In Mexico, only Guerrero hasa
stateorganization for wcmen.
Venezuela had 23 StateOñícesfor
Women in1988,and inChile 13
regionalgcvernments have a
Women's Department

Sornecountries, like Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguayand
Venezuela, have created women's
offiresindepartmentsand
municipalities.They trytodevetop
prograrns for womenat the local
level, toestablish hn ks with
grassrcotsorganizations, and togive
them information and advice.

Asof1989, sorne govrrnmentsstarted
todevelop acticns toprometeequal
opportunities for menand women.
Uruguay was the pioneer withits

EqualTreatment andJob
Opportunities law.l n 1990,Costa
Rica approved a law fostering
women's social equality and
Venezuelaapproved a law onEqual
Opportunities for \Vomenin1993. In
Bolivia, women'sorganizations
presented Parliament witha bill
proposing "equatity for Bolivian
women". InSao Pauto, Brazil, the
PaulistCcnvention onthe
EliminationofAII Forms of
Discrimination against Women was
approved in 1992.

Othergovemmentshave formulated
EqualOpportunityPlans through
speciñc measures indifferent ateas,
llke Argentina -in employment and
education-,Chile recently witha fa r
reach ing Plan covenng differenl
ss ues,and Colombia with íts Poliey
ofParncipaüonand Equity for
Women.

HINISTRIES WITH PROGRAMS fOR WOMEN, AROUND 1992
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Inother countries -like lhe
Dominican Republic. Penama and
Pa raguay-wcmen's organizations
have ínitiatedadebate onIhis subject
and have proposed I'lans.

Non-Governmental Action

Actioninfavorofwomen inmany
countries in tbe región was
developed by nongovemmental
organizations (NGOs) befare sta te
action sta rted. Insorne cases theres a
tradition of action by non-profit
social advancement agencies. Inother
countries.authotitarianregares were
periods that encouraged
professionals and social scientists in
the opposition locreatealtemative
institutions wherethey could
investigare and accompany
underprivileged socia lsectors.
Mctivated by the United Nations
Decadefor Women, NGOs
specializing in the workof with,and
for womenwere established.

NGO contribution isunquestionable
andthey played anírreplaceable role
in documentiog wornen's status and
providing thedata needed toprepare
public pollees lobenefit women. ln
fact, the actionofgovernment
organizalions is based loa large
extenton rheir studies, proposals and
programs.Because of theirsize,
technicalqualiflcation and creativity
they have been able loaddress the
mainproblems faced bywomenand
lodeégn worthwhile actons. Many
NGOs are linked toorarepartofthe
feminist and women's movemenland
contríbute to the contents and specific
methodclogies used inwcrkwíth
women.

Except fo rCuba, whkhs inaspecial
situation, all thecountries inthe
regíon have importanl NGQ,
devoted totheadvancement of
women. Although exislingrecords
are Incomplete or parral. the
informationavailable makesit

possible roenvlsionthis reality.
Sorne NCQ, are mixed and have a
program for women;cthers
spedalize inthe subiect.They
primarily developartion programs,
and the ratioof those that do
researchvaríes ineach country.

The objectives and issues addressed
by NCQ, differ considerablyand
includesocia ladvancement,
community development, housing,
education, ruraldevelopment,
reproduc tivehealth, women's ríghrs,
support01women's organizatíons,
domestic violence.production,
trainingandeducation, legal
assistance, psychological assistance,
wcmen's humanríghts. Sorne NGOs
develcp micro-media, havea
magazine, or regular publicalions.
There are some that produce radio
programs for women.

INSTRUHENTS TO ENSURE EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES fOR WOHEN
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Mostare concentrated inurban áreas,

aitbough insorne countries thereare
important NGOs in rural áreas,

working with native lrdiangroups
aOO black cornmunities.

Thecooperationofwomen's NeOs
witb governrnentorganizationsin
dcvelopíngspedfíc programs is
increasingly more common. In fact,
pubtic progra ms forworuenare
camed outby NeOs insorne
countries.

In La Paz (Bolivia), Paname. the
Dominican Republic and Venezuela
women'sNGOs are coordinated lo
excha nge experieoces and multiply
the impactoftheiraction.

NGOsthat specialize in womea
Irequently stem frcmwomen'ssocial
organizations that wereorganized
intoinstitunons soaslodevelop lheir
activit)' more systematicallyard
channelresources from abroad or
fromgovemments. Thus one bears
talk oí the "ngo-izat ion" o(women's
socialorganizations.The
requirements of institutional
operanon distinguish NGOs from
more the independentlogk 01
women'sorganizations. Hcwever,
this does no! keep themfrom
participaung in the movemeet, where
tbeyrontinue lo make importanl
rontnbutions in terms ofcontentsand
methodology

Insome cou ntries. Iike Chi le.
Colombia and Venezuela, there are
NeOs that operate like womeo's
Centers.TheseCentersare specific
places forwornen tbat belong lo
them. Ingeneralthey provide
activities ineducation. Iraining.skills
developrrent. recreation and advisory
servces in tbe áreasoflaw, health
and sexualíry Because theyarepart
ofaspecific community they play an

importan! role, and corn munity
leedesdevelop there.

Thereis \'eryhulequanritative
iníormationon th is subject and WM!
isavai la ble is incomplete. However, it
does account inone way or another
fo r !his form of action forand by
women.

NON-CiOVERNHENTAL ORGAHIZATIONS ( N GO ' S) WITH

ACTION ORIENTED TOWARD WOHEN. L A ST AVAILABLE YEAR
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CASAS D E LA I1UJER (W O I1EN' S CENTERS), IN SELECTED

COUNTR IES, LAST AVAILAB LE YEAR
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Sornecountrieshave women's
Centers matee! by public
crgenizations: incthers. they report
toan t\GO thatdoes notspedalize in
werren. The caseofCuba ments

spedal mention:in 1994the
FederalionafCuban Women created
155 Cuidance Hcuses forWomenand
the Familywhxh provide edvisory
assistance and informationon
women's rightsand hew lo daím
them. They are open tcwomen whc
arebousewives. workers, rural
wcmen, heads ofhousehold. teenage
mothersand seniorcinzens.

Thisexperience has undoubtedly
achíeved its mostconsiderable
development in Brazilln 1991there
wereWomen'sStudies Nudeial23
state and prívate universities. The
Nucleí, while educatíng professionals
on gender-retated issues, prod uce
importan! research end reflections
thatcontribute lopolides and
programs,and the workof women's
social organizations.

ActionAimed at Violence Against
Women

Special programs and departments
developed inpublic andprivate uni
versities areanother women-oriented
actíon olíncreasingsignificarce.

víolenceagainst womeniseneofthe
most widespread phencmera inthe
región, wherethesubordinanonand
oppression oí womenis dra matical ly
apparen!.

Undeniablymoled inculture, the
unage whereby man is the woman's
owner or "head" in marriage has
caused víolence lobe ererrised aga
inst women,whether ít isphysical,
psycbologicalorsexual. latm AlTl('
ricanCivil Codes arebased lar-gely
on the Napoleonicmodel. The cedes
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VIOLENCE ACiAINST WOHEN. CLASSIFIEO BY TYPE OF

VIOLEN CE IN BO LIVIA ANO COSTA RICA
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Organized woruen were tbe first to
start reporting incidenteofviolence.
heightening publicawareness onthe
problem.and care forwomenvictims.
Their action has been successfu! since
it has openedup public debateon the
subject and placed programs to
address the issueonthe agendaof
many governments. However, this

progress isstill insu fficient,and it is
concentrated in majorurban centers.
The measuresad cpted are restricted
te cari ng for female victimsofassault
and HUle hasbccn achieved in
legíslatívc tcrms.OnJyChileand Pero
havea law lhat qualifies
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rightsover the woman. Unrelated
aggressoes are a minority.

InColombia, from 1982 to 1983, one

outofevery fivecases recordedby the
ForensicInsütute in Bogotáas
personal injuries was classified as
conjugal violence. and 94%ofthe
people hospitalized were women who
had been assaulted.A na tion-wide
survey in1990revealed Ihal 30.4%oí
women whohad lived with aman
had bcen insultedbythcir partners,
18.8%had beenbeatenand8.8% had
been torced lo have sexagainst thcir
will. Anational studyinChile in1992
revealcd thateneoutofevery fivc
worncn suffered violenceatthcir
partner's hands.

Violenceagainst women has been
brought to the attentionofpublic
conscience throughthe action of the
fcministmovement which escalated
in the 1980s and establishcd
November 25 as the DayofAction for
No More Violcnce AgainslWomen;at
prescnt this date attracts publtc
attention and produces numerous
actions inall countries in the región.

A1thoughexisting studies areeithcr
still incompleteand non-existentfo r
all countries, or theexistíngenes are
notcomparable, thc features ofthe
phenomenon are repeated from une
country te thenext.

Althoughmostcountncs have
rnodified these aberraticns in their
Civil Cedes-except fo r El Salvador-,
this practiceslíll pcrsists.

contain the figure 01 marital
authority, whereby women'sstatus as
civilpersons ended upon martiage,
placing themin asituationin which
theyowe obedíence to theír
husbands, who administers their
property.The practical consequence
wasthe idea that women were

comparable tochildren whoshou ld
be "punished" if Ihey failed toobey
patrtarchal authority

Physicaland psychologica!violcnce
is the most frcquent, although
reponed cases elso inelude sexual
violence, which is muchharder for
women to reporl.

Even thoughviolence against women
isa moreextensive phenomenon,
diffe renl studies showthal in mostof
the reported cases theaggressor is lhe
woman's husba nd orcohabitan!.In
otherwords, violence takes place
within thecouple itsclf. Aformer
husband or partner ina consensual
unionisalsoa figure who fcels he has
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ACiCiRESSOR IN SELECTED COUNTRIES_,
ItÑrlonshIp with PERU" BOUVIA'" COlOMBIA" NICARAGUA"............ 1m '992_199) 19l19-199 1 1991-199<1

"'"""'" 53.0 '" ,U 67.7

hrtner ...~ \nllll 415 'l7 .,
former~ Ol' Iomler cot\IblQnI U 1) ,5 ,U-- <.0 '"5.....,~ 16 '"1
""- O••

No!: InIbblI dw "' ID

LoO- '00.,__'OOD 100.'___ '00.'
No<. ct¡ Jt J .....__ """"ll/llIt) ... 1/UIt4 .. ".. ..... --.bW_ ..... a.a... ..

.......... (.I1l.1M UOM .. "..W_·._.Su-. ... l.Muo (l l _ .....

_"""..e-.""""' lW_·Ie--) ...~ l41'-''' 1tDK~ ..
~ ..... po.WI< In u .......... e AlIo"-J'olr. 1992 ... )I.M. 1")

'"



intra-family violence asa (Timeand
pena iizes itln Argentina.Colombia,
Panama and Venezuela,a lawof this
kind isrurrently underdiscussion in
the respectiveparliaments. In the

remainingcountries, intra-Iamily
violenteis only considered as
"assault and battery", whiehhas to
besevere inorder to be penalized .

Nevertheless, thereare aseries of
actions lodeal with violence against
womentoday,and this isoreof the
areas wherecoordinarion between
governmentorgarúzations, NGOs
and women'ssocial organiza tíons
exists morefrequently.

Tbeectionof NGOs hascentered on
creating sbeltersfor abused women,
inproviding legaland psyrhclogical
assistance, doing research,
performing preventive actionsat

communily level. and establishing
naliona!networks locoordi nate with
social organizationsand other
agencies loaet collectivelyand share
experiences and methodologies.

Atgovernmentlevel, thecreation of
specia l police stationstodealwith
casesofviolence has become a
frequentoccurrence. Brezil. with 141
Delegations Specialized inCaringfor
WomenViclims ofDomest ic and

Sexual Violenceand Colombia with
160 Family Pollee Stations are cases
that stand out.Mexico has Agencies
Specialized inSexual Crtmes.

Anothercourse ofaelionfollowedby
sorne govemmentshas been the
creatlon ofWornen'sDefense
Counsels or Public Defenders fo r the
Family(Bolivia,Costa Rica,
Guatemala,El Sa lvador),Others
have created shelters, carryoul press
campaigns. provide legaland
psychological assistance or train the
pollee.Chile hasa National Program
against lntra-fanuly Violencein
manyrrumicipalities in thecountry

ACTIONS BY GOVERNHANTAND NON·GOVERNHENTAL ORGANIZATIONS ( N G O s)

TO COUNTER VIOLENCE AGAINST WOHEN
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Action by the First Ladies

Insorne countries inlheregion,
already inthe first half of the century
the First Lady -wife ofIhe President
of the Republic- joined organizations
and led charityinstitutions. The
Bolivarian Society wascreated in
Venezuela in 1936.11gave nse to the

Committee ofBolivarian Ladies, and
was presided over by the First
Lady. The Chilean First Lady
established the Ch ristmas Comrnittee
in 1944 and the Association ot
Housewivesin1947.

However, the most outstanding
regional figurewas Eva Duarte de
Perón(1 946-1951), a true popular
myth, whoplayed anImportant role
in the Peronist movement, promoting
the emancipation ofwomen and the
struggle for their rights asa dass and
asexo She organized the Basic Units
thallaterbecameIhe Women's
Peronisl Part)'. Jusi assheencouraged
women's strugglefor their righls,
she reinforcro lhe trad ilional view
ofwomen as homemakers and
asked for gralitlldeand loyaltyfor
lhe man who was behind their
achievements, Perón.

CoromunityAid tocoordinate the
work oíall volunteer orgenizations.
She presided over a veritable "a rmy"
of ladies dressed indifferent colored
uniforms throughout thecountryand
this activity was held up tobe a
model for women to follow.

Insorne countries the artion ofthe

First Lady was a forerunner of
govemment action fo r women. In
Ecuador,Martha deRcldós promoted
the inclusión oí women's issues with
a gender-oriented approach intc the
State and created the National Office
ofWomen for this purpose in 1979.

Incther counrries. the actionof the
First Lady supplemenls governmenl
action aimed at the needier sectors. In
Bolivia thls even meant coordinating
governmentsocialpoltdes. These
were taken over by thego\'ernmenl
when the sister ofPresidenl JaimePaz
Zamora,a bachelor, cTeated the
National Organiz.alion forMinors,
Womenand the Fa mily, ONAMFA,
and transferred it loa minislry. In
Venezuela lhe Ministry of lhe Family
took over insljtutions(Teatedand
presided over by lheFirst Lady.

Thesituation inCentralAmér ica is
unusual; since1987it has held a
meetingoí Hrst Ladles inthe región
in support oí the effortsoí the
Presidents. Everymeetingcenters
around a main subject. sorneoíwhich
arerelated te women:adolescent
women. the role wcmenplay in
family integration, women,

environment and development. As of
1991the First lady oí Panamáhas
taken part in these meetings.

Similar meetings have become
customary throughout the region. ln
October 1994, the IV Conference of
\VivesofHeads ofState and
Govemmentoí the Américas was
held inSanta Luda.They reaffirmed
thelrcommihnent to foster actions in
favor of the full exercíse ofwomen's
human rigbts andprometelegtslative
changes pursuant te theConvention
oí theUnited Nations on the

Elimination ofAl! forros of
Discriminalionagainsl Women.They
recommended the ratification oíthe
Belem doParáOAS Convenlionon
Violenceagainsl Women, they
proposed actions tobe implemented
soas tosupport equalopportunities,

InBolivia, the Firsllady's social
workslarted in1952, whereas inPero
lhe r\ationalAssislance Board was
established in the 1950sand presided
over by the President's wife.

Over the yearsithas become
Iraditional for the First Lady to playa
roJe in lhe public sphere,generallyin
activilies directa:! toIhe needier
seclors.This frrquenlly involves
leadingorganizations oí women
volunleers asinArgentina, Mexico
and Venezuela.Chile experienced a
speciillsituationduring the Pinochet
regime when the diclator's wife
organized a National Foundation for

ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT BY FIRsT LADlES IN FAVOR OF

WOMEN, BY YEAR OF ESTABLISHMENT
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they agreed loprometegendcr
approaches innationaldevelcpment
pians, targeted particularly tothe
mosl vulnerable sectors,and thcy
promised losupporl pn'paratol)'
activities for the IV World
Coeferece ofWomen lobe held
inBeijng (995),

Actiono( Intem¡tion¡1
Org¡nju tions

The adion ofintemational
organizations infavor ofwomen has
been ver)' importan! inthc region.
Pursuant lothe ímpetus provided by
theFirsl \\'orld Conlerence oí \\<xnen
IMexiro, 1975),speci.lized United
Nations organízatiors. and orbes.
have develcped actions and spedfic
programs for the advancement of
women.

Theaction carried out by theInter
America nCommission ofWomen
sírce1930 was thus amplífíed, aswas
lhe action implemented by the

United :--JalionsCommission forthe
Legal Equality of\'Jomen.

Underthe proposal known as
"Women inDevelopmcnt" these
organizafions gradually prometed
women's entry into production rural
development, micro-sized companies,
literacy and skills development,
among others.

In lhe last few years, sorne have
reoricnted their workalong thelines
of"gender indevelopment", ~'hkh

means that they areb]ing loaffect
the unequal power relatiorships that
exíst among men and women
throughtheir action and programs.

At present all countries in the región
receíve technkal advice or finandng
for prcjects lo improve women's
status from severalofthese
organizalions. They indudethe
United Nations Childrcn'sFund,
Ur\ICEF, forwcmen,Ut'lFEM, and
for PopulatíonArtivities, Ul\rPA,

and the Pan-AmericanHealth
Organization, PAHD.

Against the backdropof
preparations for the IVWorld

Coníerence of Women to be held in
Beijing. these orgamzatíons have
íavored -some actively- discussion
and preparaticnofproposals in
countries,al governmenland non
govemmentlevel, crcouragíng
contributiors from civil society and
women'sorganizations, and also the
partidpaticn ofprofessionals and
spedahsts inthedifferent subjects.
Their rontributionwasevident at tbe
RegionalConíererce ufLatín
America and the Caribbean(Mardel
Plata, 1m), !he secretaria! ofwhich
was beld bytbe Eronomic
Commissionfor Latín Amena .
ECLAC, aswastheir helpin
improvingtheRegional AdiOR Plan
which was fi naUyepproved in
Santiago, Chile inrcovember 1994.

INTERNATIONAl ORGANIZATIONS THAT PERFORH ACTIVITIES

fOR THE ADVANCEHENT O f WOHEN. AROUND 1991
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...__RE~"'S ON HU"O DOLOGY

he m"lhodologiu l opuon employed in lhe prcject Lann
~n WOlJk'l\ in~1IfIlbm~ th.J111 was poWbIe lo increase lllt vi51bihlY01 LatínAmmcan women and show lllt spt'ClfLC
fNtures oi theoir status based on lile quanbl.1ti\T data n·.JiL:¡bIt. Ibe data i5 pnmariJy Sfatrsbcal .00 1'.'.lS prodeced rNinly b)' public
orpnwtions. Tht gGll w,¡s lo N.iblish cnlfti.l lo mak lhr fullest possibk- USl! 01such data 110m el gtndtr perspecuve whñe alse
m:ording In... IimiUtions pcsed byinfmNlut~ In 1M mannt'r. Ibe opllOO ~ based on conWllhons oí LlIlled NatlOllS agt'ootS
and.~rIy. on rectJlJIJMld¡ llons lNdt by IlItUnittd Nations 1Il1ffi\ilional R~arch andTrairungInst llu!t'Ior lnt Advanoonent oi
Women (L\ 'SllL\Wl.

~ on lileabovt rirmenrs. ¡nd wjlh IIIt helpoIl:1llb'd ~ations experts workingfOl".~ in Lann Amenu . elgmeral p1dure oi llIt
infunnation lt'qUittmtflts was prep.ufd. Tht option involved 5dechng tbe more apprcpraie varables and mdlCl.ton Th~ ""U done
Kitroullo5ing sight oí thco l.k1 th.it. dut lo t!le~ sropr of lhe rf01"d.ccmpmb~ informallon had lObegraraed prionly. Thus. lar
tht P'JrJlOW'!> of this rompau.h\'t book, inJic. tm thlt indudtd romp.mblt r~lonal dolla were selected as lllt maln ¡ndlCalors
~'ft1hdess, infonn¡tion lhalwas not av.iJ.bIe fue lhr mtir! region W<lS mainUlnt'd sira it providtd i~ghlS Il'IIO szgnlflCol nl processes.
and these art' prNIllt'li liS vi~ In INny (¿o;e§ ü " '.l§ l'lé."m6dty lo prefer data senes, coesdered homologous ~. Umled Nancns
organlUlIons, abo\-e nallONl data§()IJ1'C'rS-

NalKlnalseurces rdrr 10 dala obtainN irom HousehoId Sun~'S, trom theIroSI recent Pcpulation Cm5USlIS le. 199O!. from pubtiGllions
~ by Mmistnes .lOO Olher lot.:IlIstic:s-produdng agt1lCies.

Rt'Ít'fl!l'lCe is lK'qumdy eede in lh& boolt lo the Data B.No created al FLACSOon lhe baslS of tlwprOJfd "latm American WOnll'n in
Numbers". This ís t!ll'!KJUftt for yl.'l unpublWted data. wbereas Valdés, 1. and E. Gom.irit, la un AmerICan womee m NumllE'rs, ate the
source referred 10 for inlol'll\llion tha t aPfWl'§ in lhebools for each individUilI counlry. covenngdata provd ed bynalional sourct'5

lile following pa.ragrapM ronlain !lOllll' gmtoral remarh .mJa desmplion of the main obstac1es tnrounlered In each field.

EC ON OI'1ICS

Figureson lheg~ dol11t.'Sl ic product (GDPl alld ilsdislri!:mlion by type 01econnmic dctivity were taken trom t h~ Stalislical Yearbook
on l..J lin America and lheú riN.'tEoan, publishl'<l b)' ECLAC, so as to em;ure comparable dala in intemdlional lerms ECLAC performs
annual eslimales based onofficial dala pm'lidedby lherounlTies lhemselves. h lries to achieve ullllormily lO thegrea tesl degree possible.
1xlth U1 collCt'p1ual terms and from a rndhodological sundpoinl. in order lo guar~ntt't' lhe inlernational comparabihty of lhe seril'S on
l\.ltioMIaccounls.

In order lo ensun" Ihe inlernalion:r.l comparabililY and reliabililYof lhe tnformation. data on the external sector. and particularly
informalion regard in~ foreign lrade, were 'alen from lhe 11l1a B.lnk on For('ign Eichange In Latln America and the Cdnbbean
(BACEDEUmainlained by lhe Stlrislical ,u!d Estimall'S Division ar EClAC

Data on poverty ~n' deriva:! from fStimates pn>parN by ECLAC acrordrng lo lhe so<alled "rncomt melhod". which is bd~ on lhe
Glku1alion Ql po\'trty liM. The Lmer reflect rhe amoon! 01 inrome tful enables Nch oousellold lO satlSfy lhe baSlC nt't'ds of .111 ils

"""""
PO'ol"rty lines for each counrry.OO pwaphical an'.il " 'en' eslilblished acrordlng lo rhe esttmated cosl ofa basic food baskel rhal salisfies
lllt nulrition.a.l requimntntsoi the r-'f'Ulation. The bilSlet takes inlO<lCO)unllhe ronsumphOn habits of lhe popuLttlOn IR edch oountry,
lheactual a'laiLabUily oi llw food ilrms, . OO Ihftr l'l'iabVf prns.

In mier 10 dtlmn ifll! lhe l'O"'erty IiM. t!ll' vatueol the basic kIOd basket was added lO .In eslimatl' 01 lhe resourcesrequued 11:0'

hoo~ lo 5alisfy .1I1htir non-food.,eIa:N Nsic neeJi-

Figures en lheINgnitude 01 íncidencr ot f'O\'ftty.~ wd! a ItIlJ!oe fl?I.lfed lo h0useh01d inc:omt drstríbutlon. were obtallll'd irom mu!fJp1e
purrost' SUM')'5 oi polIed~ ...tueh ut pm ol thepmnanenl oountry programs Me. iro W.l§ lhe tlctptlOn- in lhl$ GlSt> lhe
I5titr.Iles Wt"l't obtImed from daL1 provided t>y !iW'\"e,-s on Wnilybud¡;etsoron Musehold inc:ome andopens6

For tht~ partopopuLltJon d.ita "''m takm lmm tbt Demographic News1etll"l's pr~rE'd and put>lished b)' lhf u.lin American
Demognphic (enter. CRADE. This cholct wasbasoed on !he~ lor ul"lO'dale popuLllion pro¡«1ions -<l.aMliltd by gender. agl.'and
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geographic area- tlut rould be eompared bt'twt"t'll rounmó'!> Figures dra\\lI up~inny byCElADE nwet íhsnrqu:iresMlt sece lrey
arebesed on«'lISUS ~gurrs to whirh urufcrmrnrtllods are apphed.

The"drmograptue Iraf\Sl!ion· isaro~ lhat arcse fmm observIDg lhedw!grs in lhepopu~tlon in Wl'Stt'l'l\ countrirs. Ibese wtnl trom
high monahly and fl'ftihty tates10 kilO' ratrs In bofh aspmsasa rrsull ol sooaI aoderonomic transfonn.J lions drrived from industrW
modrmWllOn

This eoncept is related lO• prOCf'SS raxed for ns d¡ffrrt'l11 stagtS Al first, tbese stagrs are tht result 01 decreased monality which
subsrqurntly IS grlduaUy rombintd wlth a more mrense drcp in frrtibty ralrs.Tht oulronw. ID tht long run, is a nMurally Iow P'O"'1h
rne, whw:h u n f\'ad1 m o growlh lt\t1sor tH'n reganve grO\"lh,

A!lhough uus stqurnl..llypdlCallOn of demographic behavcr rentct5 unJvtrYl trrnds 10 .. grral t,ltnl, 1M dissimiLusueauces
lhal usu..lly n isl wilhin 1M rounlnrs lhrms.elvrs must be kept in mind. Ibese frequtntly 0((111 both bE1wrrn gtogr.lphialUtas
andalsc among soml groups. i-r Ihe«ecseece of ¡xlpulallon groups ",hiel ,Ut going Ihrough diffrtl'n1 "ages of dtmOgraphic
transuion.

CEU.D€ proposed a rypology oícounlM acrordlng lO lhesage aldtmographic transition .a:ording lO(IImnl ll1rth 'lOO mortl\it)' tares,

Beed on lhemfonNhon m LL1b1t for lhepenod 19l15-1990,lhe drmographic brNrior alcounlrirs in LttUI America ud lhrCantWan
was dl\1ded inlO loorgroups

Group I consists of Bolivia. a roentry whictl isgeng Ihrough a budding procrs.s oldmJOgfarhic Iransilion. Bolivia has ~h btnh and
mortalily ralesandoro~Ut'nl ly . ilSnalur~1 grOl'111 ralr s modtralt (roughly 25\ prr )'tarl.

Group 11 rovers El SalvAdor. Gualrmala. Honduras. Nicaragua and Paraguay. fbese counmes aregoing Ihrough a moderae transilion
stage. Thry bsve high binh. retes and modl'falr mortahly retes. Tbe result is lúgh natural growth rnes alaround 3\ per ytar.

Group lllmdudes Braail. Colombia. Costa RIca. the Dommcan Republic. Ecuador.Mrliro, Panama, Pl'I1I ¡nd VenelUl'la. Fbese ccuntries
are in fu lldemcgraphir I r~nsllion wllh modrralr birlh rollesaOO eilhrr moderalr or 101~ morta lity ralt'S. Thus. lht')' luvt moderalr nalural
growlh rales01approlimalely 2%pel yrar.

Group IV Inr!udrs Argentma. Chdr, Cuba and Uluguay. Tht'S(' rounlTÍesarein lhe advanrt'd slages01demograph.k Iransiliondut lo low
birtll ralesand ell bt'r 1010' or modt'ratt mortality ratrs Their natural growlll raltSaft' thtrrfoTt' low, al around l' prr year.

W O All

When lhr parlllipation ofwomtn in«enomi( aCllvity ist Xilmifled. two basic issues muslbt ktpt inmind inorder lo inltrpl't'l lht figurrs
rorrectly. Firsl, lhal Iht fi~res ~tltmpl lOmraswt a ralher timiled conctpl of activity btcausr lhE')' t,dudt an rsstnli.d asprd of whal
women do, pnmarily housrhold (bort'S and Olht>r, non·mercanlilt. .JClivilirs. Thi!; leads lo a hlgllJy significanl undl!'Tt'Stimalion of mt
ronlnbution m.ldr by wOrnt'n lo lht physkal OUlpul proc!ucedbysocitIy.

Stro nd, lht dala -pam(tl latly lhOSE' Ihal sttm frompopulation CfnSUSl'S- undrNt port lht p.rticip"llion of womtn on lllt ~lu' marktt.
This isdut lO tht inad~uacy Ol lht qUt'StIOMo1ltes aOO lOthr Iad ol lraimng el lht inlrrvk>wrn. Bul ~rticu larly isstems from thr fact
lhal womrn lhemsrl\'t'S Slalr lhat lht')' are no! t'COnomicaUy acI1vr t'Vtn lhough lht'y do perfonn tcOMmÍC ¡ct¡vjht'S. fu is reLlled 10
prevailing (IIllural potllrms in which womrn art assigned lo Ihr rolt al houstwiws, which isvirw!d asnon-worl

FlgUfl.'S on Iht gro...·'h 01lht tronomically a(h~'r ¡xlpulation. by grndtr (p. 671, wtff' not (a!cu1aled directly acrording lo lht
rorrespondlng dau on lht dt'Vtlopmrnl of tcOlIOml( ln ~·oJ\'t'rnt'nl (p. 67). Inslnd , lhe)' wm obtained by applying Iht l'(l)nomic
panl(Ípahon rales01 W(lmtfl lOIIIt> ftt\\' populallOn t"itllfll~es P"'P"red byCElADE. fu " '4:5dontby multiplying: f((lfIlJffIj( pa:tticif\ltion
ratrs by lht numbl'f of lotal populalion aged 10 and (l\'t'T .

The 5profKaCIlVllyralesbyagr group shown on p.1gr 73 fail lo rtvt>altht t'1isttn:t ellhe Sl)Qlltd "bi-modal palttm ofparticipalicn
lar WOm'll obstTvtd In SOl'l'lt studltS. Tht pallt'Tll would ~ acrounled for byIh.t "'11hdra\\"aJ el wornrn from KOnOlfIK Jcti\"ity al ages
which OOI nodl> wlth llw duld·branngYl.'lT5 (bm...;>m Ih.t agtsel 2J) and 24, fOl" illSlarK'tl anoi lheir subsfrqumt l'MnIry inm Ihr labor
man.l'I. Pnhaps 1M partrrn dorsOC'ClIr lit urban .1Itro!S ID some rountnesalthOl.:gh ronftrmlng iI ",'OUld requirt a ~rgrr dlSdggregalion by
aCIl \11)· ralrsaocordl/lg lo agt and manta! status.
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Visiblt~pIoymm! Mm lo lhe st~hiS of l!mployt'd individwls who sute tllal. during lhewee.... surveyed, lhe)' WNW less time
lnan lhenumM ul hours in ¡ nomW workday and who, furthefrnorEo. 1\"000ld be l\"iUinglo wori l0!l&er hou rs. fhen>fore. therordinon
thatdetenninrsunderemployml'lll Í5 no!onJy thtdurahon 01 !he \'o·ori<.day. O;lviously. due \O lhe l.Icl lhal mostwOfTIl'n reed lO 1'f'C0nctle
1I1tir Iabor·madeH'Ñ!l'd ¡ctivities wilh homeldd dores. they can OI1ly work shortl'l' shilu lhan I'JOnNI wOl'kdays. t berecre. laking
CU1tt'I'IIdriinitiorts inloacroun~ women "..ho,lofwhatfVt'r reeson, report lhal lfley are not wiUing \O work ~Rger tours areoot tro'rÓl'd

as vWbIy Wlderem~,

5trict1yspo?ai.íng.YWy dispanties obwrwd are mdirect evidt'llCl' 01 wage discrimilYlion by genderbeoese data 011 lile salaries oblained
bymen and by " 'Uml'II all' not~ted tu w.tge plid for exactly lhesame jobs. Only ¡llhis condillOl1 is me! II is possible tostafe lhal
lherult ·equ.¡1p¡y ior equ¡I wort,. ís bring comrlied"i1h. lnste-ad. slalislical dala normally avail.Jb\e make oau palioNl segmenlalioo
stand oul rn lhe §nIW IlIal women lend lo ".01".... al~ involving 10.....1'1 a\·erage \'o'~ges .....hich. in addincn, al!' affected by ;ob
discrimination. In lIther WOl'Js, bolh in romp.l nies and in imlitutions in gl'lll'l'al. mnl gain .KCl'SS lOhighn flOSIl lDlIS ano:! beUer pa)'lllg
pos mudlll'lOl'l' cñen ¡nan women.

EDUCATlDN

BasW: informahon 0I'l iIIiler~1' -which inallGl5t'S is selí-reported- .lOO on educano n Ievcls. WIS oblained lrom Popul.Jtion Ceescscsand
HouseOOld Sur."f'J·s. Mt'Ihods U5N lo neeure illiteracy in p,¡raguay In the 1982 Ct'nS1IS dilfered lrom tbeeres used in lhe 1972 ceesus
This reselted in ronsiderably ecreeed illib:racy rates. in ~bsoIule and rela tive tems. lherfby rendenng 11Il' hgures jess romparabíe.
Informalinn en lhe edUQlional le'¡e1 of lhe popuJ.alion ~ based 011 dala avail.JbJe for íhe mosl rl'Ct'll1 year I hus. lherE' aresignIfICan!
dillmollCl'!I bdwnon sorne cuuntties. sinct halllheoountries repcrt dala IN the19&1s whereas cées repon dala for !he 1m

Dala00 Ih.? evoluliOll 01enrollmenl in pl'f'-SClIoo1, t ltml'lllal)' educa/ion, serondary edll(alion and upper educal10n was lakl'll fmm the
StallStiCdI Ytarbooks publishN by lhe United Nalion's EducatiOl\il1, Scientilk and Cllltllral Organization. UNESCO. Informatlon on
~aler ratts in primaryeducation wel!'also tahn from lhe same sourCt. ~t'\'('rtllt'lt'!>S. ~ve!al counrries do not rt'{ord informahonon
school rE'pealer ratts disaggregaled by gl'nder. D.11a 00 sexism in schoolbooks aJ\' lakl'll Irom slud¡es CArned out 10 lhe (Quntnes by
specialized agencies

Infortnalion DO the e"olu/ion uf educatilJl\iI1ro\'eragl' and 00 lhr iOl'olvrml'nt of women ,1S ll'achm in tllt> difll'Tent eduwionaI le\'l'ls
Wl'Tl' taho from UNESCO Yearblloks. {rom Ihr rtronls o{ the Minislries and Setret.uiats oí Educalion and Irom the f('("Clfds ol lhe
Naliondl Statislics lnshtutes.

Regarding lhenatil'e lndi,ln p'Jpulalion, lheioformation provided was takl'n from documenls publisht'd bys¡'f'Óalized renll'rs .md bythe
NationaI S/atislics InstiMes.

H U LTH

KIOY01 lheindl(alorsineluded inIhisCh.lptl'r pn.'5l'nl maJOr diliicuJlles. On lh.? 00(' bandohl'alth rl'(ords aredl'flCil'nl lO mol ny counrnes
inlerms o/ roverage ~nd dtsaggregation bysexo Do lheOlh.?r, data is not always handed in lo lhl' Pan·Amffican Hl'illlh OrgaOlza tlon wilh
lhepromptness required andoIIIl'felOl1', lheyears lot whidl thedala are a\'ail.Jbledo no! ahvays coinMe

Data0I'l the evoluhonof life l'lpe<1ancy al birtn. on general rnorIa lily aad child morta~IY. as well as the breakdowo ofdealnsbyg",nder
.lOO by ase were lakl'll trom lht l.lll'Sl oIhcial CEl.ADE estimales (19941.

Reg.lrding lhe l'f5OUTte5 i u il.lble lo lhe heallooresyslt'lR. tbe stalistics taken ¡nto .acrounl were those I'l'(l'Illly publi.,hed by the Pan·
Amerrin Heallh Organi2:.ltiOn IPAHOl .lOO by ( HADE.

tnform,niooon tw;..... health C'QndihDI'IS. de.llhsdue lo cancel'. reported AJOS cases, ro'm age .lOO pfOfessionll htallh·w e provided in
deliWI'W'S md blrtlb byc~n Sl'ction. and onmalern.a1 mortalityc\assifled acrording lO cause 01 de.lllh wel'l' . lso lakt'll lrom PAHO
data. Howe\w. ID lht (W ofCUollnn.alaandHondu~. no informal l{)l\ isavall¡blt> lor dealhs dI)(' lo caocer.~ inlormalion IS l'ipOrled
on malelNI de.llll\s cb»lflf'li by caltie01 de.tth lorrounlrWs such as Bolivia. CoIombJ.1. El Salvador ¡nd Nim agUol

T1w t.bul.alion 00 thl! mapl' causes 01 dt.llthb)' gmJer wm prepared according lOSlallSlics rotleded by PAliO .lOO dal.ll publtshed by
lhe \Iuustries ofPublic Beallh.llnd lheN~1ioIW Statistics Instilules inctuded in lhebools ter udt C'OU nlry. Asinglt~ion¡,llable w.as
preral'l'd on lheb.Ns ol lhe fivt major a uses 01 de.Jlh n>pOf1ed lo PAHO by each COtlnlry; lhese d~l¡ havenot Mn mduded ln lull
Nn'erlheless. lbefe .ll' serious inronsbtl'ndts rrprJing lhe coverage of vital $1~l lSIKs In Sl'\'eral COIlnlnes I his Sllu¡hon. whlch
l'Specially aUects data l'l'girílmg Bolivil.. Ecu.ador, Paraguay and Pero. is ~ faet lhal &1tacts from lherrii.lbúlty o/ Ine InformallOn. The
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datt>s Ut dissimiJar. .....ltich makes romp.¡.rísonsdifficult recenheess, tht)' COITtSpOJld lo tht lOOSt ra-ml dala milablt.

b ths among womtn at ages lnvolvLng obsletm: risk were taken from 1M most receet information avaiúbko al CELADE. Data on lht
evolullOfl of INltnwl moltahry waslakel1 both from PAHO s~lislics as ",'tfl as lrom dalol heId by tIll' MiMtries01 PubIic Hulth.

RegioNI statlSl ics on rrorbtd lly dis.1gg«'golltd by gende- arestriously dtfuml. Thus. infonNlion on litis issur cou!d onIy beinduded
Iof~coun~

InloflJloJtlOn on reproduetlvt htallh In tlw region is alscaffOCltd by llIoi,el" deficiencies. Dit.l M lht llSt' alCOIII~WS sees from
DPmographic and Health Surwys (OHSl publishtd by rAHO Simibrly, information on ""anlrd ¡mgnancies ui.es thtw SUtVrys inlo
I«OUnl as w¿j as~ studlts orrird oul by specaleed centers in otheJ countries. Figures from tht Atan Cu"macbtr Institute "'"tft

used lort'StilNles M indUCfd ,bortion andMptuliutiondue 10abortion; Iht d.tta arebasfd onl'!staTCh a rritd cct in wvtI"a1 countries.
AbortiDn IS punished by law IhfOllg!loul !heeenre rtgion. "'ith 1M exctption al C. which is why tbere are no officW l'l'l:'OJds on
inductdabooíon. I hlS isabo IIIt rl!.lSOfI why, ID m.lny rounlril!s. ~borriolHelalN bospltailutions are not rrportf'd.

L HilU ATl O H

Tht k-gal status 01 WOTflI.'I\ was~n.llyztd In lht light of four ma¡or JevI statutes: lheConslItuliofl. ue CivdC~, 1M rI!N1 Cedeand the
Llbor Cede, E.Kh of IW lexls ronlaLnS tIw esst>n1¡'1prOVlSions INI tstablish tqUl1Jty -or tht l.id al ti- btlween men and womm:
politic;ll righls, civil c~p«lty of married ""omtn and family and property nghts; speO.il d&iftclfion ofcnrres eilher commilltd by
women or íbcse in wluch lhey are the \'1CIlms; regul.ilion of worren's won. m:I protection lor worLng mot!wrs.

AbriI!I chapl~ was mrleded on reprodacnvenghls. an ssue lhat s srill in its inilíal snges, and no! yet wbj«t lo cedes or reguLalions.
Ibereíore. when thlssubject wes addresscd adaptations lo a diffl.'tcnl sdeme were requieed, both in Ihis case u wt"Uas with rtgard lo

cüer rourenes strce sltualionsdiffer ronsidmbly lromere lo tllt cther.

'rbeanalysis was \I mltl.'d to posilive nghls although. in somc IllSlanres, rrief't'l'lCr was madI.' lo rerlain legal pro\'isionsnoIongl.'f in fOfCl.'

In ordtr lOilIuslrate. in sf'l'C1hc raSt'S. how legislalion has evolvl.'d.

It was nol possible lO oblain data on Ihe admmistralion andapplirationof justicl!. an issue of major imporl.tllCf. parrkularly for W{ll11l.'n,

S OC I O ~ O L I Tl C AL PU Tl C'~ AT I OH AHO A OVAHCEMEHT O F W OMEH

TIus c!laptt"r is mamly devoled to mfo rm~tion collected, lor eachcounlry. lhrough IN! project Lalin American Women in Numbers. 1hl.'
SOUrt1'S will nol besptcdil'd on this occasion Neverlht1l"ss, a s peci~ l effort was madelo updale andrompll.'lt" lhis infO/'lThltion. tspl.'ltl lly
due lo the fasl rate of varialion of some indirators on Ihesocial and politiral involWlI'll.'nt 01wofllt'n and01governrntrll actioo in lavor
01 WOl11l.'n.

One of lhl.' SOUrt1'S uscd to updale such dat.l wtre nahOnal reports prt'piIrN by lhe govtmmtnls lor lht Rtgion.ll Confmnce on lre
lnlwallon alWorm>n lOEronomi<' andSocial Ol.'wlopmtnl in Llhn Amtrica and IIw Úribbl'an.rarticipalioo in lheCon!l.'ft'IlC'I', which
look pl.lct al Mal dtl rJat.l IAlgenlÍnal in x ptember. 1994. wa:; possibk .hanlu lo lheWomtn ..nd ~Iopmenl Unil ... ECLAC.

Help was a!so obUined from lile ne!WOI'k oí fl.'lN le resta~ in thedifftrmt rountrits, particul.irly lhose in whicb tlw government
C\ll1l'T1t1y m officr h.ls rm>ntly ch.lngtd

II was not possiblt lO rell'lE'dy tM \ack of in1onn.llion on the parlicif"ltion 01 womm in politinl partie, l.iboruniorts alld gnss-roots
associallons, in lradt" groupsandassocialions oftnll'l'preneUl'S_ This "".as also!he case for usociaboMal flalin Indi.lns aTd bIack women.

Undoubledly. lhe mosl signIfican! diffxullli'S reg.ardmg infoonalion fa- dlis chaptrr are 1I'105l' rrgarding womtn's .&SIlOcialions. in 1M
casE'.lhe iniormation roU«ttd by each country .....as kq:'l andfigures "''I'I't pnopartd iOI' cases in whida Iht informahOn rou.Id berompared
lo otbtr SOU rt1'S In lllt rtnwilUng cases, a hi:storic report was prepartd, Iaking mio iCRlUnllJw tvftllS and main Ktivities l'f('l)R!ed boIh
111 IlIt II!ports wbrrotted by fema lt reseucMS in t"ach rountIyas ",-di as by IlIt T1Wgazint Mujtr/Fempras..
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S l'HBO LS ANO NOTES

WllmoIn or ...OfJlt'P
"hn or mm
R.lho 01 'NOmen cver lol~J

"""""~
""'"'edsDilI.1 mL"Sing. nol ~v~ ibblr ot nol wpmi lrly n'J"'floo
Samplt sin-is too$DIolU lo bl! lbN ~ ~ btiis lo t'!>hm.Ilt' 1M ron~ponJlng \'~ I\IO'S wilh~~~bk rello1bililYJ1nd-Sut~ or nol comp.rMllt.

e. Cira
AR NgtntlN
SO Ilolm~
SR ...,.
a w.
ro Cobnbi.l
CJl. CO!itI Ría
cu e....
DO Ibninic.In R<-ruNit'
EC """'"
SV El SalvÜlr
GT eu..lt'mllli
H.'Il HofIJum
MX Mmoo
NI Niw~

PA P~ 1IoI1fIoI

Py Pmguay
PE Peru
UY Uruguay
VE V_lUf'1i
~DoI I.Jr" mm lo Unilfd St~l" duiLlrs, linK ol ht'rY.i§t' sp«il ied
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